HEADQUARTERS
NINETY SECOND BOMBARDHENT GROUP (H) aaf E-3-4

Cffice of the Qﬁgrgﬁiege Jfficer
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APC #8857,
10 July 1944,

SUBJEGT: Report on Planning and Executlon of Operations, Lission
157, © July 1944, Chalonnes Highway Bridge and Chalonnes
Rallwgy Bridge, France,

! Comranding Officer, 92nd Bomberdment Croup (W)} A4F, APO =57,

1, Comment on Planning and Execution,

a. The bomb leading for this operation was rsceived from
HeadQuarters 40th Combat Wing by Capt. Smyrl at 2330 hours, 8 July
1944, The order called for twenty-four (24) B~17's plus two (2)
spares to be logded with 2 X 2000 1b., GP bombs esch with 1/10 gec,
nose fuse gnd no tgil fuse, ’

b The Field Crder was recelved from Hegdquarters,lst
Bomb Division by Capt. Smyrl at 0200 hours, © July 1944, PFlight
plans and detalls of the mission were completed, briefing being set
for N130 hours and tzke-off time 0420 hours, .

2, Gereral Narrativs,

8. Teke-off was accomplished by twenty-four (24) B-17's

and two (27 spares from the 92nd Group, beginning at 0420 hours,
«Twelve (12) of these alrecrzft plus one (1) spare assembled on the
Mount Farm Buncher as High Group of the 40th "Al Combat Wing, The
remaining twelve (12) aircraft plus one (1) spare assembled on the
Podlngton Buncher as High Group of the 40th "BY Combat Wing,

b. The High Group of the 40ith "a' Combat Wing rendez-
voused at 19000 feet over the Hount Farm Buncher and departed there
with the Wing at 0554 hours, The rouie over England was flown as
briefed, and the formatior departed St. Catherine's Point at 21000
feet, 0529 hours, The enemy cogst was entered st 0644 hours, and
the route to the IP was flown as briefed., When in the target asrea,
i1t was found impossible to YTomb the primary on the inltiagl run, and
a 360 degree turn was executed in hopes of finding g bresk through
the clouds for bombing., It was agaln impossible to bomb, gnd the
High Group continued on to SE of Angers where they made gnother
360 degree turn and bombed a highway bridge at 47 22— 00 40WW,
Bombs were released at 0804 hours on this target of opportunity
from 21000 feet on o magnetic heading of 359 degrees., After
bombing, the High Group circled in the ares of Croorn walting for the
Lead Group, The 40th "A" Combat Wing rallied st 0827 hours and
flew to the enemy coast, which was departed between Bayeux and
Caen gt 0200 hours, 20000 feet, Beachy Head was reached at 0931
hours and the formation arrived at base at 1024 hours,

c. The High Group of the 40th "BY Combaet Wing rendez~
voused over the Podington Buncher and departed there in Combat
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Wing Formation at 0545 hours, The formetion departed St, Catherine's
“oint on the English coast at 22000 feet, 0833 hours and entered the
enemy coast gt 0342 hours, 24000 fset. Upon reaching the target
area, this group also found considerabie cloud cover snd continued
on, bombing.a railroad bridge at 47 23'8-00 ¢3'%., Bombs were
released at O7V568% hours on this target of opportunity from 2625C
feet on g magnetic heading of 340 degrees. The 40th "B" Combat Wing
rallied and flew the brliefed course out over enemy territory,
departing the coagst at 0858 hours, 20000 feet. The English coast
wag reached gt 0914 bours and the formation grrived over base at
1093 hours.

3. aAlrcrgft Not Attacking,
a. A/C #42-.31408 returned to hase because of mech-
anicel failure in the #3 engine, A spsre filled in the vacancy,

4, Aircraft Lost.
None,

8. Statisticgl Summary.
See attached dlagram.
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OUPERATIONS
DIVISION FIELD ORDER NO. 1;28
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