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.fJ?C #557, 
1:J July 1944. 

SUBJECT: Repopt on Planning and Execution o:: Operations, .r~ission 
157, 9 July 1944, Cbalonnes Highw,-,y Brid(:;'3 and Chalonnes 
RailwaY Bridge, France. 

TO Oou•randing Offtcer, 92nd Bombari'l.'!lent Croup (,.;) AAF, APO E57. 

1. Comment on PlaJming and Execution. 
a. The bomb lo~d.ing f'or this operation was recei"\'eO from 

Headquarters 40th Combat Wing by Capt. Srayrl at 2330 hours, 8 July 1944. The order called for twenty-four (24) B-17 1 s pJus t~o (2) spares to be loaded with 2 X 2000 lb. GP bombs each wi~h 1/10 sec. 
nose fuse and no tail fuse • 

.£• The Field Order was received fro!!: Fieaa.quarters, ls t 
Bomb Division by Capt. Smyrl at 0200 hours, 9 July 1944. Flight 
pls.:ns and details of the mission were completed, briefing being set for 0130 hours and take-off tim~ 0420 hours. 

2. General Narrative. 
a. Take-off was a.cco!Ilplished by twenty-four (24) B-1 ':7 1 s end two (21 spares from ~~e 92nd Group, beginning at 0420 ho~s. 

,Twelve (12) of these aircraft plus .one (1) spare assewbled on the Ii!ount Farm Buncher as High Group of the 40th 11 ;.11 Combat Wing. T.he 
remaining twelve (12) aircraft plus one (1) spare ~ssembled on the 
Pod1ngton Buncher as Hip;h Group of the 40th 11 B11 Combat Wir.g. 

b. The High Group of the 40th 11 A11 Combat Wing rendez­
voused at I9000 feet over the Mount Ferm Euncher and departed there 
with the Wing at 0554 hours. The route over England WRS flown as 
briefed, a~d the formation departed St. Catherine's Point at 21000 
feet, 0629 hours. The enemy coast was entered at 0644 hours, and the route to the IP was flown as briefed. \'{hen in the target area, 
it was found 1mpos si ble to bomb the primary on the initial run, and 
a 360 degree turn was executed in hopes of finding a break through the cloudS for bombing. It was again impossible to bomb, and the 
High Group continued on to SE of Angers where they made another 
360 degree turn and bombed a highway bridge at 47 22 1N- 00 40 1W. Bombs were released at 0804 hours on To~is target of opportunity 
fro'!! 21000 feet on e. magnetic heading of 359 degrees. Mter 
bombing, the High Group circled in the area or Croon waiting for the 
Lead Group. The 40th 11 A11 Combat Wing rallied at 0827 hours and 
flew to the enemy coast, which was departed be.tween Bayeux nno 
Gaen at 0900 hours, 20000 feet. Beachy Head was reached at 0931 
hours and the formation arrived at baee at 1024 hours. 

c. The High Group of the 40th 11 B11 Combat '.'ling rendez­
voused over-the Podington Buncher and departed there in Combat 

I 



I 

·:ang Formation 3.t 0545 hours. The formation departed st. Catherine 1s 
Point on the English coast at 22000 feet, 0633 hours and entered the 
enemy coast at 0549 hours, 24000 feet. Upor, reaching the target 
area, this group also found considerable cloud cover end continued 
on, bombing.a railroad bridge at 47 23 1~\l"-00 43 1N. Bombs were 
released at 0758} hours on this target of opportunity from 26250 
feet en a magnetic heading of 340 degrees. The 40th 11 B11 Co!llbat WinE 
rallied and flew the briefed course out over enemy territory, 
departing the coast at 0956 hours, 20000 feet. ThP- English coast 
was reached at 0914 hours and the formation arrived over base at 
1003 hours. 

3. Aircraft Not Attacking. 
a. A/C #42---31408 returned to oase because of mech­

anical fail1.1re in the #3 engine. A spe,!'e filled in the vacancy. 

4. Aircraft Lost. 
None. 

5. Statistical Summary. 
See e.ttached diagram. 
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