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Report on Planning and Execution of Operations, 139th Higse
ion, 12 June 1944, Lille/ Vendeville, Lille/Nord, France.

Gommanéing Officer, 92nd Bombardment Group (H) AAF, APO #557,

1, Comment on Planning and Execution,

The bomb logding for thie operation was recelved from Head~
quarters 40th Combat Wing by Capt. Sayrl at 2115 hours. The order
cglled for twelve (12) B=17!s and one (1) spare to be loaded with
18 X 250 GP bombs with 1/10 sec., nose fuse and 1/100 sec. tall fuse.
Two (2) of these aircraft carried long delay fuses of from twelve (12)
to seventy-two (72) hours, Twelve (12) aircraft and one (1) spare
were loaded with 38 X 100 1b. GP bombs with 1/10 sec, nose fuse and
1/100 sec. tail fuse, Twelve (12) alreraft and cne (1) spare wers
loaded with maxbmum fragmentation clusters,

The Field Order was received from Headguarters lst Bomb Dive=
ision by Capt. Smyrl at 2330 hours, 11 June 1944, Flight plans and
detells of the mission were completed, briefing being set for 0230

hours and take-0ff time 0600 hours,

2., General Narrative.

8. Take-off was gccomplished by thirty-siz (38) aircraft
and three (3) spares from the 92nd Group, beginning at C60C hours to
form the Lead, Low and High Groups of the 40th "A" Combat Wing, The
assembly for these sircraft took pla®e over Splasher #11 with the Lead
Group forming at 14,000 feet. The Lesad Group departed the splasher at
0722 hours and the High and Low Groups rendezvcused in position slong
the first assembly leg, The route over England was followed according
to flight plan, and the 40th "A" Combat Wing formation departed the
English coast over Glacton at 0808 hours, The Enemy coast was crossed
at 0826 hours, the Lead Group flying at 22,000 feet,

b, The Lead Group reached the I.P. at 0856 hours, and a
visugl bomb run was made on the primary target. The lead bombardier
choge gnother MPI dque to cloud cover which obscured the briefed MPI,
Bombs were released at 0910 hours from 23,900 feet on a magnetic head-
ing of 297 degrees,

2. The High Group reached the I1.P, at 0858 hours, and a run
was made on the primary target, but no bombs were released becguge of
cloud cover obscuring the target. The High Group then chose the Doual
Alrdrome as a target of opportunity, and a bomb run was made, but the
cloud cover here also prevented any bomblng, The High Group then ree-
turned to the Primary and made g visual run, but the Lead bombardier
chose another M¥PI due to cloud cover in the area, The High Group
released its bombs gt 0921 hours from 24,500 feet on a magnetic heading
of 338 degrees.
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4. The Low Group reached the assigned IP gt 0858 hours buf
made g run on the secondsry target due to cloud cover obscuring the
Primary. The Lead bombardier of the Low-Group chose another MPI at
the secondary due to the cloud cover, and bombs were relsased at 0813
hours from 23,000 feet on g magnetic heading of 300 degrees,

e. After bombs away, the 40th "A" Combat ¥Wing returned in
group formation. The enemy coast was leparted by the Lead group at
0932 hours, the High Group at 0837 hours, and the Low Group at 0927
noure. The English coast was entered by the Lead Group at 1008 hours,
the High Group at 10089 hours and the Low Group at 0949% hours, The
base was reached by the Lead Group at 1040 hours, High Group at 1044
hours and the Low Group st 1035 hours,

3. Alrcraft Not Attacking.

a. One (1) aircraft in the Low Group, 42-31250 lost #1 engine
and had to fegther it upon entering the enemy coast. This gircraft was
unable to keep up with the formation and thersfore did not bomb., The
bombs were Jettisonsd in the Channel on the return trip at 0855 hours,
51 degrees, 10N, 01 degress 50'Z,

4, Lost Alrcraft.
None.

5, Statistiecsl Sumwmary (No PFF 4/C).

LEAD HIGH LOW TOTAL
a, No, of A/C t85ing Off.eevv.vesocevacee 18 13 15 39
De, Unused SP8CrESessssecsrossrassacseness 1 1 1 3
c. A/C taking off less unused spares.... 12 12 12 36
de NO. Of A/C A1Spatchede....eveeeeeeene 12 12 12 36
€oe NO., OFf S0Pt1G8cesececorsarscrecerasvas 12 12 12 36

To NOo. OF A/C atteCKinge.eseevrenavroeoe 12 12 11 35
g. No, of 4/C Mot Attackinge...vevssnees O O

Logt Alrcrsaft.
None,
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