
SUBJECT; 

HEADQUA..~ TERS 
NINETY SECOND BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H ) AAf' 

Office of the Operations Officer 

C · :... : · ' :~: "·r APO #55? 
. · · ~"• \•;:.' !!l. \i t~ ~ 15 June 19440 

Report on Planning and Execution of Operations, 
140th Mission, 14 June 1944, Bretigny and Etur.:pes/ 
Mondesir, France. 

TO : Commanding Officer, 92nd Bombardment Group (H) A.AS', APC 557. 

l. Comment on Planning and Execution. 
ao The bomb loading for this operation was received·f~om 

Headquarters 40th Combat Wing by Capt. Prasse at 2145 hours, 13 June, 
19440 The order called for a total of fifty-four (54) :S..17 1s from 
the 92nd Group of which: (l) twenty-four ( 24) aircraft were to be 
loaded with 38 X 100 lb. GP bombs each with 1/10 sec. nose fuse and 
1/40 sec. tail fuse. (2) Eighteen (18) aircraft were to be loaded 
with 38 X 100 lb. GP bombs each with 1/10 sec. nose fuse and 1/100 sec 0 

tail fuse. (3) Twelve (12) aircraft were to be loaded with maximum 
fragmentation bombs. 

~- The Field Order was received from Headquarters, 1st 
Bomb Division by Capt. Prasse at 0145 hours, 14th June 1944. Flight 
plans and details of the mission were completed, briefing being set 
for 0145 hours and take-off time 0440 hours,. 

2o General Narrati·,e. 
a. Take-off was accomplished by fifty-four (54) B--1? 1 s from 

the 92nd Group beginning at 0440 hours. These aircraft assembled 
over the base as the Lead, High and Low Group of the 40th 11 0 11 Combat 
Wing {thirty-six {36} aircraft), Low Group of the 40th 11D11 Composite 
Combat Wing (twelve (12) aircraft), and Low Squadron of the Composite 
High Group, 40th 11D11 Composite Combat Wing (six (6) aircraft). Ass­
embly and Combat Wing rendezvous was accomplished as briefed without 
incident. 

b. (1) The 40th 11 0 11 Combat Wing consisting entirely of 
92nd Group-aircraft departed base at 0612 hours, 14,000 feet. The 
Wing followed the briefed course over England and departed Selsey 
Bill at 0651 hours, 18,000 feet. The climb to bombing altitude was 
then immediately established. The enemy coast was entered by the 
40th 11 0 11 Combat Wing at 0719 hours, 22,eoo feet. The IP was reached 
at 0806 hours, 22, 800 feet. 

(2) The Lead Group began a visual run on the target 
through moderate accurate flak, during which the 2nd Navigator of the 
lead ship was wounded. Over the target, the lead aircraft could not 
arop its bombs, and the Combat Wing leader decided to make a second 
run on the target by circling to the left. The second bomb run was 
accomplished on a magnetic heading of 268 degrees from an althtude 
of 22,800 feet and bombs were aropped at 0839 hours. (Only two 
bombs were released frora the lead ship, but the rest of them were 
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dropped on an airdrome s011th of Timouist )· •·:ah~!' t~ t~rget, the 
deputy lead aircraft, whiih left the formation, was on fire. Nine 
(9) parachutes were obserred to leave the aircraft. One aircraft had 
to Jettison its bombs before the target because of fla...~ damage to 
two engines. Flak wa.s considered moderate and accurate at target., 

In the meant.me, the Low and High Groups bombed on the 
first run and followed thn briefed route home with other Combat Wings 
as it was impossible to ·,stingu1sh the lead group at the time# 

The Lead Group followed the briefed route out and de­
parted the enemy coast at 0927 hours, 22,000 feet. The English Coast 
was entered at 0951 hours 13,000 feet. The :laid aircraft reached 
the base at 1039 hours s.m.t landed at 1105 hours., 

(3) The Low G oup of the 40th 11 C11 Combat Wing followed 
the Lead Group on t.½e fir t bomb run and dropped its bombs visually 
on a magnetic heading of ',72 degrees at 0817 from 21,700 feet.. Mod­
erate accurate flak was e 1 countered at the target but no aircraft 
were lost. After the target, the Group leader could. not distingusih 
the Lead Group from the o jier groups in t.11.e target area, and, there­
fore, followed the planne1_ route out. The Enemy coast was departed 
at 0905 hours at 21,500 f et9 The English coast was entered at 0930 
hours, 8,000 feet. Base, as reached by the lead aircraft at 1024 
hours, and the lead airer ft landed at 1044 hours. 

(4) T'ne High. roup of the 40th 11 0 11 Combat Wing bombed 
after the Low Group. T'ne bombs were dropped visuully on a magnetic 
heading of 272 degrees from an .13.l titude of 24,000 feet at 0818 hours., 
Moderate accurate flak wa1 encountered at the target but no aircraft 
were lost. 

The Group Leader could not distinguish the Lead Group 
from the other groups in · he target area, but the briefed route was 
followed out. The enemy oast was departed at 0906 hours, and the 
English Coast entered at 28 hours. Base was reached by the lead 
aircraft at 1014 hours, landing at 1031 hours. 

c. The Low Gro o of the 40th 11 D11 Composite Combat Wing 
deuarted base at 0616 hoi.:J; for immediate rendezvous with the Lead 
GroupG The Group followe( the Lead Group on the planned route and 
the English Coast was dep ~ted at 14,700 feet, 0753 hours, which was 
three minutes early. The enemy coast was entered at 0723 hours 
19,200 feet in Combat Winir formation. The planned route was followed 
to the IP which was reach11d at 0805 hours. The Group made a visual 
run on the primary target on a magnetic heading of 270 degrees and 
bombs were dropped at 081: 2 hours from an altitude of 19000 feet. 
The group then rallied wi;h the Combat Wing for the return route 
home. The enemy coast waa departed at 0857 hours, 17,000 i'~et, as 
brufed. The English Coas· was entered at 0920 hours at 7,000 feet, 
and the lead aircraft rea1}hed the base at 1008 hours. No flak was 
encountered. 

d. For inforrca.tion regarding t.11.e six ( 6) aircraft from the 
92nd Group which flew as Low Squadron of the High Co:nposite Group of 
the 40th Composite Combat W1ng 1 refer to the general narrative o~ 
the 306th Bomb Group. No flak was encountered. 
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3o Aircraft Not Attacking 0 • '";,"'"" i 

a. Take-off was accomplished by fifty-four (54) B-17 1s 
from the 92nd Group of which thirty-six (36) flew as the Lead, Low, 
and High Groups of the 40th 11 c 11 Combat Wing, twelve Jl2) flew as the 
LO\V Group o:r the 40th 11 0 11 Cor:Jpo,si te Combat Wing, and'· six (6) flew 
as the Low Squadron of the High Composite Group for the 40th 11 C11 

Composite Combat Wing. 
b. Of the fifty-four aircraft that took off, all attacked 

except one-{l) aircraft in the Lead Group of the 40th 11 0 11 Combat Wing. 
'mis aircraft, #42-38110, was forced to jettison bombs one minute 
before target. -Two engines were seriously damaged by flak. 

4. Lost Aircrafto 
a. One aircraft, #42-107163, was lost from the Lead Group 

of the 40th 11 0 11 Combat Wing. This aircraft, flying as group deputy 
lead, was last seen leaving the formation on fire after bombs were 
released. Nine (9) parachutes were observed to leave the burning 
aircraft. It is believed the aircraft was hit by flak over target. 

s. Statistical Summary. (See attached diagram.) 
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