SEANGUARTERS
Bikal¥ SEZCCHD BOLBABDIENT GACUP {H) sl Z-C-4
Cffice of the Operstions (fficer

g E @ [ APC #BE7
‘ : 17 July 1244,

SUBJECT: 3Report on Flouains and Execution of Cpergtions, 18Cth
wlzsion, 18 July 1844, lvaich, Gerrany.
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TC ¢ Commgnding OfZlcer, %2a1 3: a1 .0 Group "HMJAsF,APC 537,
1, OComment on Planning ard Execution,

8. The bombk logding for this operation was rensived frox
Headquarters 40th Corhat Wing by Capt. Hamdlton gt 1543 hours, 15
July 1944, The order called for thirty-four {34} B~17's plus two
{2) spares and two PFF aircraft to be logded with 10 X 500 1, P
bombe each with 1/10 sec. noss fuse a2nd 1/10 sec, tall fuse,

b, The Field Crder was received from Hsedquarters, 1lst
Bomb Division by Cart, Hamilton at 2125 hours, 15 July 1944, Fiight
plans and detalls of the mission were completed, briefing being zot
for 0215 hours and takeoff time 0505 hours,

2., Gensral Narragtive,

2. Take-off was accomplished bty thirty-four {34) B-17's,
two (2) spares, and two (2) PFF aircraft from the 92nd Bombardment
Group Peginning at 0505 hours for assembly at 15000 feet on the lt.
Farxm Buncher as the Lead and Low Groups of the 40th "B" Combat Wing,
Acsembly wse completed at 0636 hours, and wing rendezvous was compleh-
ed on the first leg of the assembly line, The High Group was fur~
nighed by the 30C8th Bomb Group, The rouite t0 the cosst was flown
g8 briefed and the wing departed England, north of Clecton, at 0710
hours as the 4th combat wing of the lst Air Division, The enemy
coget was entered at 0741 hours over Westhoefe at 12000 feet. The
route to the IP was flown as briefed and the wing srrived at the IP
2t 0830 hours, During the flight in, the bombing equlpment of the
lead PFF ship failed and the deputy lead PFF ghip took the lead at
control point number four. Upon reaching the IP, asdverse weather
conditlions, including high clouds, were encountered and the combat
wing climbed to 28,800 feet on course toward the primary target.
Howeverg weather conditions grew worse, and the very poor vislb-
11lity caused the combat wing to straggle. About half way between
the IP end the primary target, the leader made a left turn and
flew g heading of about 90 degrees for 10 minutes. At this time
the wing relegsed hombs on the verbal order-of the Wing Commander,
as visibility was too pcor to engble the wing ships to drop visually
on the legder. Bombs were dropped =t 1001 hours at z point 48 44!
N, 12 53'8 from 28,600 feet., After bombs away, the Wing mnde g
left turn and regained Wing formation with forty-two (42) of the

- S e

£
My . .
L™ -




SECRET

nriginal fifty~-four (54) shire. The route back wes the came as

the briefed route in, and the eneny

coast was crossed at a polnt

51 43'N, 02 80'S at 1300 hours., The English coast was crossed
at a point 52 132N, Ol 37'E, and the first ship resched base at

1401 hours,

b. Light but accurzte flgkx was encountered eslong route,
C, A small number of enemy fighters were encountered

in the target area,

d. Friendly fichter supp¢rt was gnod throughout flight,

Ss Alrcrgft Not Attacking.
&8s #42-97227 ghorted becguse of z leak in the oxyzen
system. & spare filled in, #42-31L¢

spare.

4, Alrcraft Lost.

37 returpsd early as gn unused

. 8. #42-97225 and 42-31978 ere missing, cause unknown,
Both of these aireraft flew in the Lead Group,

b. #42-38025 1s missling,
flew in the Low Group,

5. Statlisticegl Summary.
Sec attached dlagran.

cause unknown, This glrcraft
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS
DIVISION FIELD ORDER NO. 438
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