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SUBt,"'EGT: 3eport an .Fl~~ . .,..1in.; -:rr:O. :.£xB,:;\1"tlon of Cperati~~s, 16Cth 
:.:::.ss1on, 16 July lr:'44, :.'.1.'nich, Gerrrc.'1Y. 

TC 

1. C0'1rnent on Plann:.n,;r A.l"il Exec•Jtion. 
~• The bo~b loading for thi~ operation was T'P~~ived frox 

P.eadq~arters 40th Corr.hat Wins by Capt. Ha~11to~ a: 1;~~ hours, 15 
July 1944. The order callea. for thirtv-fo"J.-r> {34) B-17 1 s plus two 
{ 2) sp~es and two PFE' aircraft to be loade:l with 10 X 500 1 b. GP 
bombs each with 1/10 sec. nose fuse and 1/10 sec. tail fuse • 

.2• The Field Crder was rec;?i ved from Head'lue.rters, 1st 
Eo-r:ib DiYision by Capt. Hamilton at 2125 hours, 15 July 1944. Flight 
plans and details of the mission wei:'e completed, briefinG being S"!t 
for 0215 hoitrs and takeoff time 0505 hours. 

2. General ~:s.rrat:!. ve. 
a. Tajre-off was accomo:ished by thirty-four (34) B-17 1a, 

two (2) spares, and tr.o (2) P~F ulrcraft from the 92nd Bombardment 
Group beginninr; at 0505 hours for assembly at 16000 feet on the l..!t. 
Far:r: 3uncher as the Lead and Low Groups of th!=! 40th 11 B11 Combat Win~. 
Assembly ws..s completed at 0636 hours, and v:ing :rendezvous was ccraple+.­
ed on the first leg of the assembly line. T~e High Group was fur­
nished by the 30~th Eo~b Group. The route to the coast was flown 
as briefed and the wing departed ~ngland, north of Clpcton, at 0710 
hours as the 4th combat wing of the 1st Air Division. The enemy 
coast was entered at 0741 hours over Westhoefe at 19000 feet. The 
ro 1-1tf! to the IP was flown as briefed and the wing &r.,..ived at thP. Il' 
~t 0930 hours, During the flight in, the bombing equipment of the 
lead PFF ship failed and the deputy lead PFF ship took the lead at 
control point number four. Upon reaching the IP, adverse weather 
conditions, including high cloucls, were encountered anc. the CO:!!bat 
wing climbed to 28,600 feet on -::ourse toward the pri:nary target. 
~owever~ weather conditions grew worse, and the very poor visi~ 
111 ty caused the combat wing to straggle. About half way betwi=>en 
the IP and the primary target, the leader made a left turn and 
flew a heading of about 90 degreez for 10 ~inutes. At this time 
the wing released l'lombs on the verbal order· of the Wing Commander, 
as visibility was too poor to enable the wing ships to drop visually 
on the leader. Bombs were a.roppell. ct 1001 hours at a point 48 44 1 

N, 12 53 1E from 28,600 feet. After bombs away, the WinE ~~~ea 
left turn and regained Wing formati0n with forty-two (42) of the 



J 

0:riginal fifty-four (54) s.bipe. The routf> bac"t:. we.s thB same as 
t~P briefeQ route in, and the enemy coast was crosse~ at a point 
51 43 1}i, 02 50 1:E at 1300 bo"Jrs. Th, ~nglish coast was c~ossed 
at a point 52 1:3 1~, 01 37 1E, and the first ship reached base at 
1401 hours • 

. E• Light but accv.r~te flck was encountered eLong route. 
c. A small number of eneTiy fighters were encountered 

in the target area • 
.£• Friendly fishter supp ,rt was e;ood throughout flight. 

3. Aircra1't Not Attacking. 
a.. #42-97227 aborted bec,<;.use of a leak in the oxygen 

system. .'Cspa:re filled in. 342-3H,37 returned early as an unused 
spareo 

4o Aircraft Lost. 
a. #42-97225 and 42-3197, are missing, ca~se unknown. 

Both of these aircraft flew jn the ,ea1J. Group~ 
b. #42-38025 is miseing, cause unknown. This aircraft 

flew in the Low Group. 

5. Statistical Summary. 
Sec attached diagram. 

-2-

I 



.,..,___ 

I 

-- 0 
0 

I - "" 

----1----- -----
' ·---------
i -- --,; 

' "---- ! ___ _ 

·•• ----1----

I 


	REEL B0179_Part958
	bitonal00959

	REEL B0179_Part959
	bitonal00960

	REEL B0179_Part960
	bitonal00961


