HeADGUARTTARS
KINETY SLOGD BGBARDLELT GRICP (H) AsT
Cifice of the Cueratizns Officer

BE=p=2

APC #9557
19 April 154K

SUBJECT: Report on Flanning end Execubticn of Cpernbions of iissiocn 18
April 194}, Oranienburg, Germeny.

TC

Commanding Officers 92nd Bombardment Group (H} ALF, APC #557.

1., Comrent oz Flanning and Executioen,
The bemb loading for this operation was received from Headguariers

LOth Combsi Wing by Capte Prasse at 2200 hours 17 April 194kie The order called
Tor twenty-seven (27) plus three (3) spere B=-17!'s to be loaded with maximum
H47-£1 I8 bombsa
E The Field COrder was received from Headguarters lst Bomb Division
by Lte Eamilton at 2250 hours 17 April 194). Fiight Plans and Details of the

mission were completed, briefing being set for 070G hours and take-cff time
0955 hourse.

2« General Rarrative.

2 &« 92nd Bomb Group (High Group 4lst wgn Composite Combat VWing)'
(1)e Take-cff was accomplished by eightemn (18) B-17%s plus
three (3) spares beginning at 0955 hours. The assembly was mude over Splasher
#16 at 9,000 feet (see diagram "At), The group formetion departed the assembly
splasher at 1010 hours as high group of the 4lst Composite Combat Winge The
high group was delsyed in making rendezvous with the iist Wing, because it was
necessery to alter the course to aveid & ecllision with another group.

(2). The English Coast was departed end the route to the enemy
coast was followed according to flight plen. The enemy coast was entered at
1346 hours at an eltitude of 25,000 feets The IP was reached at 14356 hours,

Cn the bombing run just before bambs away the 92nd group formstion met another
group head on and lost altitude to avoid a collision, The bombs were released
at 14)9% hours from 26,200 feet on a magnetic heading of 355 degrees. (See
diagram ®B!), The 92nd group rallied after bonbs away and followed the proposed
route, departed the eremy coast at 1554 hours. The English Coast was entered at
_ 1749% hours end base was reached at 1823 hours,

b. 92nd Composite High Group (40%th Combat Wing) .

3 (1)s Hine {9) B-17's taock off beginning at 1011 hours to fomm the
lead squadron end first element of the low squadron in the ccmposite high group
3 of the L0th Combat Wings The asgsembly was mede on the L0th Cambat Wing Buncher

: at 9,000 feet where the nine (9) A/C from the 92nd Group were joined by nine
(9) a/c from the 3064h Bomb Group. (Seediagram 7G"). The high composite
group depaerted the bancher at 1158 hours, ons (1) minute early and made a dcg
leg to the right to rendezvous with the lead groups The rendezvous was not comp=-
leted until just before reaching the English Coaste -

(2)e The English Coast was departed cn time and bhe enemy coast
entered at 1351 hours. The IP was reached at 1438 hours and a visual bombing run
was made. Beceuse of high cirruz clouds and haze the primery target was cbscured
end a farget of opportunity was cttacked. The bambs were releaced orn the lead g/c
of %the 32n3 Cemposite Group on a magnetic heading of 130 degrees from 26,000 feet
et 1,30 Lourse {@ee dbagrem DF). The procosefl route was fellcoved o the Englich

I foact vwhich wag entered at 1727 hours. The lesd chip reached bage st 1617 hsurse
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Fighter opposition was nil.
Fighter support was excelleni,
VHF Communication satisfactory,

3+ Alreraft Not Abtackings

8¢ Of thirty (30) B~17's from the 92nd Bomb Group which took-off,
twenty-six (26) attacked the target,

b Two (2) a/c numbers 42-38110, and k2-31898 returned as unused

A/C h2-107168 returned before becoming dispatched. 4/C B2-31713
after becaning dispatched. )

Lhe Lost A/C
None

5s Statistical Swmmary (No PFF 4/C used)

Humber of A/C baking off

Unused sparss

£/C teking off less unused spares
Number of 4/C dbspatched

Number of sorties

Kumber of 4/C attacking

flumber of A/C not attacking

Nunber of A/C Lost
None

countered by both formations over

Min Gp Comp Gp - Total
21 9 30

2 0 2

19 9 28
18 9 2%
18 8 26
18 8 26

1 1 2
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