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SURJF.G~: Report on Planning and Execution of Operatio~s, 161st 
Mission, 17 July 1944, Ainzy LaCh?teau & J~ssy R.~. 
Bridges, France. 

TC Commanding Officer, 92nd BombardmP.nt Group(H).AAF,APO 55?. 

1. Comment on Planning and Execution. 
a. The bomb loading for this operation was received from 

Headquarters 40th Combat Wing by Capt. S!!!yrl at 2130 hours, 16 July 
1944. The or a.er called for thirty-r.ine ( 31)) B-17 1 s to be loaded ,yi th 
6 X 1000 lb. GP bombs each with 1/10 sec. nose fuse and 1/100 sec. 
tail fuse. 

b. 'The Field Order was received fro~ Headquarters 1st 
Bomb Division by Capt. Smyrl at 2221 hours, 16 July 1944. Flight 
plans and details of the mission were completed, briefing being set 
for 0330 hours and takeoff time 0610 hours. 

2. Generr.w. Narrative. 
_g. Lead, Low o.nd High Groups (40t.1-i 11 0 11 CBW) 

(1) Take-off was accomplishe~ by thirty-three (33) 
aircraft (no s~ares or PFF) from the 92nd Group beginning at 0707 
hours. These· aircre.ft assembled over the Mt. Farm Buncher at 18000 
reet to form the Lead, Low and High Groups of the 40th 11 C11 Comba.t 
Wing. The Lead Group cl.eparted the Buncher at 0851 hours and the 
rendezvous of Low and High Groups was completed at S9lasher #7. The 
English coast was departed by the Lead group at 0924 hours and the 
enemy coast was entered at C955 hours. The IP was reached at 1032 
hours and the three groups assumed an interval for individual 
bombing. 

(2) The Lead Group made a visual run and bo:nbs were 
released on the prilllS.l'Y target at 1039½ hours from 24,900 feet on a 
magnetic he~ding of 279 degrees. 

(3) A visual run was made by the low group, re­
leasing the bombs at 1040 hours on the primary target from 23,?50 
feet on a magnetic heading of 284 degrees. One (l) aircraft ot the 
low group, #42-37546 attacked a target of opport!rni ty, r.iarshe..lling 
yards at ~ontdidier, because the bombs failed to release on the 
primary._ 

(4) The bombs of the high group were rel9ased in a 
visual run over th~ primary at 1041 hours from 25,800 feet on a 
magnetic heading of 290 ~egrees. 

{B) After bombs aw~y the Le8d, Low and High groups 
rallied and returned to the enemy cioaet, departeng it at 1112 hours. 
The English coast was entered at 1132 hours end the for'lla.tion arrived 
over the base at 1'214 hours, the Je~h,lJ.i o landi,.nE:;...at 1223 hours. ,::: ,~ ", '~ .. ,~,., ·. -

'I.~?"'"",.-,"' 
""'· :.. --- /'1 ,'If!: -

-1-
I 



J 

.£. Low Group ( 40th II D 11 0:3':l) 
(1) Take-off was acco~pliahed by six (6) aircraft 

o! the 92nd Bomb Group beginning at 0?34-hou~s. These aircraft 
assembled over Podington at 15000 feet to form the Lead and High 
squadrons of the Composite Low Group of 40th-4lst 11 D 11 Combat Wing~ 
Six (6) aircraft of the 305th Group joined ~~el~« group over the 
ouncher to form the low squadron. 

(2) The low gro11p departed Podington at 084? hours 
and ren.:iezYousea.. with the le:..d group along the first assembly le;. 

(3) T'ne low group followed the route over Englan,::l. 
taken by the lead group of the 40th-4lst 11 D11 Combat Wing, and de­
parted the coast at 0922 hours. The enemy coast was entered 1t 0952 
hours and the IP reached at 1032 hours. 

(4) Bombs were released by the low 3roup on a visual 
run over the primary target at 1039 hours froir. 24000 feet on o. mag­
netic heading of 267 aegrees. After boll!.bs c:.va;f the low group rallied 
with the lead and high e;roups and returned. to the enem;;r coast which 
was departed at 1112 hour~. The English coast was entered at 1131 
hom,s and the base was reached at 1212 hours. The lead ship lended 
at 1218 hours. 

3. Ai~craft Not Att~cking. 
All a/c attacked. 

4. Aircraft Lost. 
None. 

5. Statistical Summary. 
See attached diagram. 
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