HEADQUARTERS )
NINETY SECOND BCKBARDMENT GRCUP (H) AsF B-B.a4
Uffice of the Uperations Officer

APC #5857 -
:, 19 June 1944,

SUBJECT: Report on the Planning and Execution of Operations, 143rd
Mission, 18 June 1944, Hamburg, Germany, -

70 1 Commanding COfficer, 92nd Bombardment Group (H) AAF, APO E57.

1. Comment on Planning and Execution,

3 The bomb loading for this operatlon was recelved from Head-
-3 quarters 40th Combat Wing by Capt, Prasse at 1745 hows, 17 June 15644,
3 The order called for eighteen (18) B-17's plus one (1) spare to be

© loadedewith 18 X 250 1b. GP bombs each with 1/10 sec. nose fuss and
- d 1/40 gec, tall fuse and sixtesn (16) B~17's plus one (1) spare to be

e loaded with 12 X 500 1b., GP bombs each with 1/10 sec, nose fuse and

3 1/40 sec. tail fuse plus two (2) PFF aircraft,

= The Fleld Order was recelved from Headquarters, lst Bomb

: Division by Capt. Prasse at 2145 hours, 17 June 1944, Flight plans
E and detalls of the mission were completed, briefing belng set for
3 : 0130 hours and take-off time 0400 hours.

3 2, General Narrative.{Lead and Low Groups, 40th Combat Wing).
a. Toke-off was accomplished by thirty-four (34) B-17's
and two (27 sparec from the 92nd Group plus two (2) PFF aireraft, he-
b ginning at 0430 hours., These glrcraft assembled on the Mount Farm
Buncher as Lead and Low Groups of the 40th "B" Combat Wing. The
Lead Group assembled at 4,000 feet and rendezvous with the High and
Low Groups was successful prior to departing the Buncher at 0535
hours, The route over England was flown as briefed, snd the English
coast was crossed at 0647 hours, 7000 feet,
b. The enemy coast was entered at 54 31'N, 09 O04'E at
0857 hours, 25,000 feet, and at 53 14'N, 09 40'E the Lead ship was
5 forced to turn over the leasd to its PFF deputy due to fallure of -
E equipment, The route was flown as planned, and the IP was reached
g at 0910 hours, On a magnetic heading of 182 degrees, the 40th "BY
= Combat Wing attacked the secondary target at 09192 hours from an
E: eltitude of 25,100 feet using PFF technlique., Shortly after bombs
away, the deputy lead eircraft (PPF) flying lead, received a direct
- hit by flak, fatally wounding the plane commander and cubtting a foot
23 off the pilot, The plane was last seen irailling the formation and
has been reported as crash landing on the Engligh cogst. After the
crippled aircraft left the formation, the lead ship resumed its
B original position and the Combat Wing departed the enemy coast at
0938 hours, 22,000 feet. The formstion appeared over the base, and
the firet ship landed at 1202 hours. The Lead and Low Groups of the
40th “BY Combat Wing furnished by the 92nd4 Group have been consolidated
in this narrative as all times are the same, Altitudes glven are
1C00 feet lower for the Low Group.
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3. Alrcraft Not aAttacking, '

8. One (1) aircraft #42-31687, returned early due to ex-
cegglive logs of oil in the #4 engine and #1 cylinder burned out,
This alrcraft aborted the formation beyond the return point for
spares, and the vacancy was not filled. This aircraft was flying

the Bo, 3 position, lst element, low squadron, low group.

4, Lost Alrcraft.
None,

5. Statistical Summary.
See attached diagram,.
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