HEADQUARTERS
KINETY SECOND BOMBARDMENT GROUP {H) A4aPF E-C-4
Office of the Ypergtions Cfficer

- oy e g:;.a; APO #55'7
s B AR s 20 June 1944,
_— ;35‘.5 “(“A* 'R oy
SUBJECT: Report on Planning and Execution of Operations, l44th
Miseion, 19 June 1344, Orepleul, Bilentfiues,Fileefs, France.

TO ¢ Commanding Officer, 92nd Bombardment Group (H) AAF,APO 557, .

1. Comment on Planning and Execution.

3. The bomb loading for thls operation was received from
Headquarters 40th Combat Wing by Capt. Smyrl st 1130 hours, 18 June
1944, The order called for fifty-four (54) B-17's to be loaded with
38 X 100 1b, GP bombs each with no delay nose fuse and 1/100 =ec.
tail fusse,

b. The Field Order was received from Headquarters, 1lst Bomb
Division by Capt. Smyrl at 1030 hours, 18 June 1944, Flight plans
and details of the misgsion were completed, briefing being set for
0430 hours and take~off time 0700 hours.

2. Genersl Narrative,

a. Take-off was accomplished by fifty-three (Z3) B-17's
from the 92nd Group, beginning at 0642 hours, These gircraft ass-
embled into three individual groups of eighteen (18) each owver the
base, One aircraft of the Low Group failed to take-off due to
mechanical gifficulties, These Groups flew as individual Groups,

b. The Lead Group departed the base at O0B52 hours and
followed the planned route over England. The English coast was de-

‘pgrted at 0832 hours, 21000 feet. The enemy coast was crossed at

0900 hours, 25000 feet, Due to 10/10 cloud cover, the target was
not bombed, and the enemy coast was departed gt 0925 hours, 25,000
feet. The English coast was entered at 0938 hours, 13,700 feet,
Base was reached by the lead alrcreft at 1030 hours and landed at
1038 hours,
¢. The Low Group departed the base at 0804 hours and fol-

lowed the plannad route over England., The English coast was departed
at 0839 hours, 21,000 feet, The enemy coast was entered at 0908 hours,
25,000 feet but the target could not be bombed because of 19/10 cloud
cover., The enamy cogst was departed at 0932 hours, 25000 feet. The
English cosst was entered at 0945 hours, 20,000 fest, The lead ship
reached the base at 1024% hours and landed at 1045 hours,

. 4. The High Group departed the base at 0754 hours and fol~
lowed planned route to the English coast, which wazg departed at 0828
hours, 23,900 feet, The enemy coast was entered at 0856% hours and
moderate innaccurate flak was encountered. The target was covered
by 10/10 clouds and no bombs could be dropped., The enemy coast was
departed at 0919% hours, 21,200 feet and the English coast entered
at 0930% hours, 17,000 Teet. The lead aircraft reached base at 1019}
hours, landing at 1028 hours.
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2. Alrcref?t Not Attacking. -

8. All of the fifty-three {53) alrcraftv that took off
Trom the 92nd Group failled to attack because of 10/10 cloud over the
target,

b. Cne alrcraft in the Low Group failed to take-off be~
cause of mechanical dilffuclties, #42~31907,

S. &/C #42-31791, flying as No., 2 position, 1st element
of the Low Squagron, High Group, sborted over England after one
engine failure,

4, Alrcpaft Lost,
None.

5. ©Statistical Summgry,
See attached diaggram,
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