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l. Co=ent on i-lannin~ and :):ecution. 
·l'he bomb loariin& for this operation& Wl:S received. from .~eadlltiarters 4uth Combat ,ii:ui. by ...::a •. t. l...cLaU£..'11.in at .:?215 hours 1 I,arch 19i.il;.. '.::he orJ.er callee\ for r.ir.eteen (19) B-17's to be loaded with 12 x 500 lb. c.ombs each with 1/10 sec. nose fuse anu 1/lDO sec .. tclil fuse, a:!'.ld twelve (12) B-17 is to be lo::irie.J with maxim= ... -47.;J. Incendiary ;jor.1bs. 
The .l!'i.ela O!'der was !"eceived ±ro.-r. •. eadQ.::ari:ers 1st .tlOlt:> ,dn,; oy J":rt • ... cI.aui;;n:..in i:.t 020c :icurs 2 ;,nrcl:: 19.ti,4 • .r1.ia!lt plar.:.e an3. aetails of 1;:.1e 1uissior. ',,,;;;re ccwplete;;, orier•ir,i; oei1 • .,; set .J:'o:::- Cjl5 .iours «r,J. take-off time 08j4 hours. 

2. C-eneral ,, srrc1thre11 
.... 1a!Ln _;z,:: ttp For.me.tion •. 

~• Take-off was accomplisi,eJ by 1dr.e-i:et..r. (19) ei. c"'·a1't of the 92nd woob Group be.;,i.ru.i:::t. ... t G/346 n;:,urd. Zhese airc.raf.; assembled at 14 ,O•JO feet on the 40th -~.:noat -inL; bur.cher, dopart:i.t,(;; that pair..:; """ lCJ7 1:om·s anu ~·cnd.ezvou.si~, with the 40th ~o.ct>at ,,ini on the c::..;i0.'!t wir..;;; asae20.. y and rendezvous &.'1d t:"e cour:;e t0 the tar.i;et •:.a~ ilovm :..s Drief·eu, departir,.; the h'n:.;lish coa::;t ot 10.50 hours at 21 t 7;:,c fe0't ana er.teri1.,; .the ener.iy coast on ccur-,e a:::- 110;' ~,ours at 24,C:JO feet., 
l1",e Ini.;ial .i:-cint (50 lJ'N - 08 00 1E) ~as reacheJ at 1202 hou~s ar,d t::.e ~i,.r&ot ,,as to11,bed. at 1208 hour.? fR m 24 ,ODO feet on a m~etic heading of 145 dai;rc:es •• .fter«bo;abs away• the ,dng rnaJ.;;, a left tun: and oei;;an the rett·rr.. flignt. ·rhe return route via::; i.ot :f'lown as brh,fed. The ;/ini remair.ed ;.orth of course and at 1350 hou:s was only four (4) miles ;:;outh of .Lier;e. 'foe \7ini:; pro­ceede.l. still further :,orth of course just ;,.,orth of ~rus• ~1 a end d1.,9arted the enemy coast at a poiLt 51 56 1N - 03 4~•E at 1h58 hour• ~pproximately 50 rdlcn l',orth of the planned routes l'he English coast was P.nterea. at Ei point 51 l:il!i-01 38 1E at 15.34 hours. The lead ship reached base at 1520 hours and landed at 1620 hours. 

B. 92nd - _;Oecth Ccm,osi te Group. 
~• Take-off ·.-a;i accom_.;lished fron 0£34 t~ Oc!,.6 hoU!'s by t'.':el ve (:!.:) , c1ircr:,.ft :1lus tnre:, (3) si;ares of the 92r.d _o:nl:; Grcup. each e:.:rryL;;; a maxi.l.J.llr. lo:.J. cf ~~L.7,'J. lncendiar,1 ;;,cmba.;as ordered. :'hese aircrd't, fo=i:r.& the lead an-1 :i.ow -.,qUcttir.=ns of tne 92:lti - 301:.th .::O;n1~ooite \irc1:p. :.s.se.:ilile.i at 1",0C:- ,:set on th,:; 40th .::Oml:.at ,,in..; b:iLciier where tr.e1J were fcined bv sever. (7) oirc:-aft of the _;;.Jbth Jro:.1; wti..:h !'01.,~'1 tu!;> ~:i"L. ~u,;a.ron. :,end.:.~vo'.ls \,as co.::.:,=lt,te:i. .:.t _:::i:.:>:ir-J. :r.:.s .zrO'..ip 'Ji-..., th~ ~:i.;:h .;:::-;:;t;.p 01 t.rn l10th ..:Cm1:at ,,ir.c;. 

Fer f'1-1rther deteil~ of the mission, rei~re~c~ is ::..~ae to tn3 ..:e£!sr~ :~~~r&t!ve o:"' t~e .... ..a::r. 92nd ;ro~1r ::-c:-:Jati~t\ 
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Frier:dly iie;11ter sup:r:-ort ;·,as ~xcellent ti:rrou;zhout the flight .. Accurate :tlak was encounte:::-e,d at the tt:irget ... ,cci.;:x.te :predictect­following fla11: was encountered jt,st i:.m'th of i:i.::-usselsc :;:his ~ccounted for one (l) of our aircraft and damaged many others. VrlF COI!ln:iUnication was good. 
_i\ttacljed .Jiagrams •A• and •cff show the t~in 92nd ... roup at assembly and at the target,. .Jiagra,w "3" and "D" show the C:'.":nd - 306th Composite formation at assembly and over the tar~et. 

4• • .ircraft : ot attacking. 
~& Of the thirty-four (34) aircraft from the 92nd that took-off, one (1) failed to assemble. 3ee iliagram "A" and »B•,.. Of the remaining thirty-three (33), two (2) returned early as unused spares and one (1) f'ailed to attaclc the target,. See Diagram ~c• and "D• • .£• A/C 42-3E02.5 -- not .Jortie. '7his aircraft turned back early and failed to assemble because "l Eniiine be«an smokin6' very badly and had t.:> be feathered • 

.£• A/C 42-31907 -- J('ot .:lortie• l'hia hfrcrai't turned back early because ""2 Engine cut out completely after r-eachin~ an altitude of 22.000 feet. d • .;,/C 42-3385 a.ad A/c 42-31.680 ::t: returned early as unused spares. 
5• Lost ;.ircraft. 

_!!• ,✓;; 42-30636 -- :'tfa :,i:·-r • .:\ L'lllllediately after attacking the tar~et n:i.s last seen ~idinz ii1to a cloud ban.¾: below and b;ihin~ the f'ormation,. It is believed this airaraet wa~ damaeed by flak over the target • .£• A/c 42-39900 -- This aircraft ,~es last seen blowin6 up aft<:?r received a direct hit between ;/.1 and ;;2 Engines b:i, flak near Brussels cu the route back. 

6. 6tatistical -,!.!J!iID2.ry. Lor, l}ROL'P 
~• liu.rnber o:f A/c !a.kin;; off~.•• •••• • ... c .19 E.• Unused ~pares•••••••••••••*••••~•••a• 0 .£• Nur.iber of .,/c takin~ off less •••••••• 19 unused Jpares. 

1~..unber of ~/~ dis~at oiled ••••••• * ...... 18 number of Jorties ............ ~ •••••• , .. 18 N;.unber of .,./C attackir.g ••••••.••...•• 18 Htimber of -✓c r.ot attackin;. •••• ,.,, •• 1 

1.umber of _:✓c lc:;t. 
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