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HEADQ,UA.lll'E]S 
11D:ETY SECO:ID BOMBAFIDMENI' GROUP (H) A.l>J! F.-A-2 

Of'fice of the Operations Officer 

APO #557 
21 April 194{1-

SUBJECT: Report on Planning and Ex:ecution of Operations of Mission 20 April 
1944, Linghem, Zudausques. France. 

TO Commanding Officer, 92nd Bombardment Group (H) AAF, 1'20 #557• 
l. Comment on Planning and Ex:ecution. 

~• The bomb loading for this operation was received from. Headquarters 40th Combat Wing by Lt. Col. Keck at 0950 hours 20 April 1944. The order called for thirty-six (36) B-17 1s tobe leaded with 12 x 500 1IDX Bombs each with 1/10 second nose fuse and 1/40 second tail fuse. 
~• The field order was received from Headquarters 1st Bomb Division by Lt. Col. Keck at 1240 hours 20 April 1944. F.l.ight plans and details of the mission were completed, briefing being set for 1300 hours and take-off time 1620 hours., 

2. General Narrative •. 
.§;• Take off was accanplished by thirty-six (36) B-17's from the 92nd Bomb Group beginning at 1620 hours~ The thirty-six ale formed three (3) groups designated "A"• "B", and uc•. Each group consisted of two (2) squadrons of six ( 6) a/ c per sqizadron. 
£.• The Lead Group 11A" assembled over the 40th Combat Wing Buncher at 10,000feet. Group 9B" assembled over 40th Combat Wing Buncher at 91 000 feet end Group "C 11 e.ssembled on the 40th Combat Wing Buncher at 8,000 feet. 

(1). Group "A" departed the assembly point at 1720 hours,. The route over m.gland was followed according to flight plan to the coast where the formation made an "S" along course to depart on time. The English coast was dep­arted at 1759 hours and the I.P. was reached aj; 1816 hours. The bombs 1,ere released over the target by Group "A" from 20,000 feet on a heading of 90 degrees at 1827 hours. The enemy coast r.as departed at 1839 hours and the English coast entered over Olacton at 1907. Group "A• reached the base at 1943 hours. 
(2), Group 11Btt departed the assembly buncher ten (10) minutes 

behind "A" group at 1730 hours. The briefed route over England r.as followed and the coast was departed on time at 1809 hours. Group HB1t reached the I.Pat 1825½ hours and the bomhs were released over the same target as Group 11Att at 1S3&l from 20,000 feet on a headingof,87 de~ees. Group 11Bn departed the enemy coast at 1848 hours and entered the English coast at 1906 hours. The return route .-,as as briefed and base was reached at 194a hours. 
(3). Grou!J 11 en departed the 40th Combat \ling BULcher at 1731 and flet>: to the coast as briefed where a 360 degree turn was made to de:art O:J. time. The coast was departed at 1010 hours anC the I .P. on the enemy ccast ~;.'..13 reached at 15,;il !lours. Group ''C" attacked the target at 1240 hours from 20,COO feet on a heading of 20 degl•ees. The enemy coast ,,as departed at 1245 hours and the El:.t,;li.;h Coast enoered at 191s. The route back over England was follo~ed according to the fii.ght plan. and Group•cn reached the bai:e at 19.}9 hours. 

c. Ko fiak ;:-as encounte,:ed by the three 1.3) groups. a. ti'o ene..--;;y fithter opposition encountered. 
~- J\.rea support by ~gate::- escort v.-as good. 
t.• v.H.F. Co1zrunich~on w::..s s.itisi'acto.ry • 
.i.• Attached diagrc&,.·a 1,.*, nBtr • &: irc11 show the f'crr.iaticr.;; at eu,·E-Llb:y and over the target. 
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3. .Aircraft not attacking. 
E.• Of the thirty-six (36) a/c from the 92nd Bor.ib Group which took 

off cne (1) a/ c #42-102424 failed to bor..b becaw::e Bo1Jbardier mish=dlel ":;he 
electrical bombing e\l_Uipmento All thirty-i:ix (.36) a/c were. dispatched and receivt::d 
sortie credit. 

4 .. Ji/c Lest 
Rone 

5. Statistical Summary, 

a. Number of A/C tal::ing off 
:li .. Unused spares 
c. J./C ta.l<ing off less unused 
~a Number of A/C dispatched 
e. Number of A/G E\ttacking 

A-GP 
12 

0 
spares 12 

12 
11 

!• Number of J./ C not attacking 1 

Number of J,/C L'.:lst 
None 

B-GP 0-GP Tor • .U. 
12 12 ~ 

0 0 0 
12 12 .3€:. 
12 12 .36 
12 12 .35 

0 C 1 
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