
HEA:>Q,UAfl. TERS 
NINETY SECO!-.D BGrv:BAf\D:1IEKT G-ROUP (H) AAF 

Office o~ the Operations Officer 

SUBJECT: Report on Planning and Execution of Operations, 146th 
.Mission, 21 June 1944, Berlin, Germany. . 

TO Commanding Officer, 92nd Bombardment Grovp (H) p._A,F, APO 557. 

1. Comment on Planning ann Execution. 
j. The bomb loading for this operation was received from 

HeadE!uarters 40th Combat Wing by Capt. Ha.,1111 ton at 1830 hours, 20 
June 1944. The order called for thirty-seven (37) 9-17 1s to be 
loaded with 8 X 500 lb. GP bombs eadh with 1/10 sec. nose fuse and 
1/40 sec. ta.11 fuse and 2 X IJ-17 IB bombs. Two (2) of the aircraft 
carried long delayed fuses from 6 to 144 hours. 

h. The Field~Drder was received from Headquartero, let 
Dor:.t Iiiv-ision by Dspt. Han,ilton at 0052 hours, 21 June 1944. Flight 
plans and deta~ls of the miss:on ~ere completed, briefing being set 
for 0130 hours and take-off time 0425 hours. 

2. General Narrative • 
.§• Hi<rh Group, 40th Combat Wing 11 B11 • 

(1) Take-off was accoi;::p1.ished by nir:eteen (19) E-17 1 s 
from the 92nd Group beginning at 0425 hours. Eighteen (18) of these 
a.ircra.ft assembled on the ~our:t Farm Buncher at 6000 feet as High 
Group. One ( 1) aircraft asce,nbled and flew the en tire mission with 
the 305th Group as directed. The High Group departed the Buncher at 
0534 hours and made irunediate rendezvous with the Lead Group. The route 
over England was flown as briefed, and the formation departed the Eng­
lish coast at 0646 hours. 

(2) The enemy coast was entered at 0901 hours, 22,500 
feet and the planned course was flown to the IF, which was reached 
at 1016 hours. Dense, heavy, persistent contrails were encountered 
in the target area. From ti:e IP to the target, the Combat Wing Leader 
started to climb, durir:g which time he was lost from visual contact. 
The High Group resumed cruising at 30,000 feet and found it impossible 
to contact the Leader; so they released their bombs on the target 
area, which was seen through breaks in the clouds. · Bombs vrnre. dropped 
by the High Group of the 40th Combat Wing 11 B11 at 1027 hours on a mag­
netic heading of 270 degrees from 30,000 feet. After leaving• the 
target, the Lead and High Groups rallied successfully and departed 
the enemy coast at 1130 hours. The English coast was entered at 1259 
hours, and t.l-J.e formation did a procedure letdo1m ( 270 degree heading) 
on the Podington Buncher. The Lead sirc~~ft landed at 1347 hours. 

b. Low Group, 41st Composite Combat i','ing·. 
- (1) Iake-off was acco~plished by eighteen (lS) B-l7 1 s 

fro~ the 92nd Group, beginnin~ Pt 0440 hours. These aircraft assembled 
on Splasher .#le at 70CO feet as Low Group, 41st Cor:iposi te Coobat Wing. 
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Rendezvous was successfully completed with the Lead Group, and tr.e 
Splasher was departed at 0550 hours. The English coast was crossed 
at 0650 bours and the enemy coast was entered as briefed at 0853 
hours, 22,000 feet. 

( 2) The IP was reached at 1012 hours, altitude 
2600G feet • .Although heavy persistent contrails were encountered 
in the target area, the Low Group Leader was able to drop on the 
Combet 'Hing Lead PFF aircra:ft. Bo!l'bs were relaased at 101B hours 
from 26,800 feet on a magnetic headir.g of 241 degrees. The return 
route was as briefed, tbe Low Group leaving enemy territory at 
113? hours and reaching the English coast at 1313½ hours. a let­
down was accomplished on the Podington B~ncher, beginning at 1343 
hours and the first ship landed it base at 1352 hours. 

3. Aircraft Not Attacking. 
Of the thirty-seven (37) aircra~t that took off from this 

base, all attacked the target. 

4b Aircraft Lost. 
None. 

5. Statistical Summary. 
See attached diagram$ 
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