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SUBJECT: Report on Planning and Execution of Opergtions, 146th
Mission, 21 June 1944, Berlin, Germany. :

B '_-;".z APO #557
&; B 22 June 1944,
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~

70 : Commanding Officer, 92nd Bombardment Group {H) AAF, APQ 557,

1, Comment on Planning and Execution, -

8. The bomb losding for this operatlion was received from
Headguarters 40th Combat Wing by Capt, Hamilton at 1830 hours, 20C
June 1944, The order cglled for thirty-seven (37) B-17's to be
loaded with 8 X 500 1b, GP bombe each with 1/10 sec. nose fuse and
1/40 sec, tall fuse and 2 X lM-17 IB bombs, Two (2) of the aircraft
carried long delayed fuses from 6 to 144 hours,

b, The Fileld Order was received from Headquarters, lst
Bont Divielon by Dapt. Hamilton at 00352 bours, 21 June 1544, Flight
rlens and detasils of the mission were completed, briefing being set
for 0130 hours and take-off time 0428 hours.

2+ General Narrative.
&. High Group, 40%h Combat Wing "B".

(1) Take-off was scoorplished by nineteen (18) B-17's
from the 92nd Group beginning at 0425 hours, ZEighteen {18} of these
aircreft asserbled on the Jount Farm Buncher szt 6000 feet az High
Group. One (1) aircraft ascembled and flew the entire misslion with
the 305th Group as directed. The High Group departed the Buncher at
0534 hours and made immedlgte rendezvous with the Lead Group. The route
over England was flown gs briefed, and the formation deparied the Enge-
lish cogst at 0646 hours,

(2) The eremy coast was entered at 0801 hours, 22,500
feet and the planned course was flown to the IF, which was reached
at 1015 hours, Dense, heavy, peraistent contralls were encountered
in the target area. From the IP to the target, the Combat Wing Leader
started to climb, during which time he wes lost from visual contact,
The High Group resumed cruising af 30,000 feet and found it impossibtle
to contect the Leader; so they released thelr bombs on the target
gres, which was seen through bregis in the clouds. Bozbs were dropped
by the High Group of the 40th Combat Wing "B" at 1027 hours on s mag-
netic heading of 270 degrees from 30,C00 feet. After leaving the
target, the Lead and High Groups rallied successfully and departed
the enemy coast at 1130 hours., The English coast was entered at 12589
hours, and the formation did a procedure letdown (270 degree heading)
on the Podington Buncher, The Lead aircweft landed at 1347 HOUr s, .

b, Low Group, 41lst Composite Combat ¥#ing,

=" (1) Igke-off was sccomplished by sighteen (L&) B-17's
from %the 92nd Group, teginning st 044C hours, These aircraft assembled
on Splasher #18 at 70CO feet as Low Group, 418t Composite Conbat Wing.
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Rendezvous was successfully completed with the Lead Group, and the
Splasher was departed at 055C hours. The English coast was crossed
at 0B850 hours and the enemy coast was entered as briefed at 0853
houre, 22,000 feet,

{2) fThe IP was reached at 1012 hours, altitude
2600C feet, Although heavy persistent contrails were encounfered
in the target arez, the Low Group Leader was able to drop on the
Combat Wing Lead PFF alrcraft., Borbe were released st 1018 hours
from 26,800 feet on a magnetic heading of 241 degrees, The return
route was as briefed, the Low Group lesving enemy territory at
1137 hours and reaching the English coast at 13135 hours. 4 let-
down was accomplished on the Podington Buncher, beginning =zt 1343
hours and the first ship landed it base at 1352 hours,

3 Alrcraft Not Attacking,
Of the thirty-seven (37) aircraft that took off from this
base, attacked the target.

Alrcraft Lost,.
None,

Statistical Summary.
See gttached dlagram.
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