HEAD UARTERS
NINETY SECOND BOMBARDMENT GRCUP (H) AsF By
Office of the Operations Officer

APO #557
21 March 1944

Report on Plenning and Execution of Operations of
Mission March 19, 1944, Frankfurt, Germany.

TO ¢ Commending Officer, 92nd Bombardment Group (H) AAF. APO 557,

l. Comment on Planning and Exscution.

The bomb loading for this operation was received from Headquarters, g
40th Combat Wing by Capt. Prasse at 1800 hours, March 19, 1944. The order
3 called for twenty-one (21) B-17's to be loaded with Max., 100 1b, GP Bombs each
with 1/10 sec, nose fuse and 1/40 seéc. tail fuse,

The Field Order was received from Headquarters, lst Bomb Division by
Capt. Prasse at 2150 hours 19 March 194, Flight plans and details of the mission
E vwere completed, briefing being set for 0515 hours-and take off time 0820 hours.,

2 General Narrative.

2. Take-off was accomplished by twenty-one (21) B~17's beginning at
0811 hours for assembly over base at 17,000 feet, The briefed altitude for assemb- 3
1y was 11,000 feet, but it was changed to 17,000 feet because of cloud layers. At 4
0926 hours, the 92nd Bomb Group departed base, fiying as low group of the 4Oth 3
Combat Wing, however complete rendezvous with the 40th Combat Wing was not Conmp~
leted until 0949 hours over Splasher #10, The -High Group of the 40th Combat e
Wing was reported not to have rerdezvoused, 3

Splasher #9™was departed at 0958 hours and Beachy Head at 1005 .

hours, The enemy coast was crossed at 1021 hours at 19,000 fest (49 59N - A
01 O5'E), At 49 32'N -~ 06 32! the mission was recalled before reaching the -
objective, Frankfurt, because of inclement weather, Heavy persistent contrails,
3 anvil cirrus clouds rising above flight level, and visibility of under 1000 yards
H prevailed after O4 O0'E,
E be The group turned around and began & descent. The base was reached
" by the lead aircraft at 1512 hours. Diagram "A® shows formation 2t assembly,
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3. Adrcraft Not Attacking. -
2+ Of the twenty-one (21) A/C taking off, all but two were recalled,
Of these two A/C, one A/C 42-31765 returned early, and the other, A/C 42-3064L ab-
orted before the enemy coast was crossed. .

4. Lost A/C.
- : No 4/C were lost from the 8 92nd Group/

5. Statistical Summary.
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