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HE;i_!;QL'A--;:i. TERS 
r:IXETY SECO:rn BCtlEAR ry: IEKT (B.0l1P (H ) l.AF 

Cf fie P 0-f' the Ope re. ti ens C:'fic er 
E-A-2 

;J!C #557 
25 July 194-1. 

SUBJECT: Report on Planning and Execution of Operations, 166th 
r.Iission, St. Lo., :!i'ra~~ce, 24 July 1944. 

TO Com~anfilng Officer, 92nd Bombaro~ent Group (H) J,Af",pJ>O 557. 

1. Comment on Planning and Execution. 
~- The bo~t loadin£ for this operation was received frora 

HP-edq_uartera 40th Cor.;be.t '/ling by Ce.pt. Prasse e.t 1145 hours, 23 July 
1944. The order called for fifty-four (51) B-1'1 1 s to be loe.ded w:i.th 
:naximuo 100 lb. GP bombs each with no nose fuse and inst. tail fuse. 

b. The Field Order was received from HeadquartArs 1st Bomb 
.'.)1 vislon by Capt. Pre.see at 0059 ho:.1rs, 24 July 1944. Flight pl~.ni:: 
and d~tails of t~e mission were co~pleted, briefing beinG set for 
0330 hours and take-off time 1020 hours. 

2. General lfr,.rrati ve. 
a.. ':::'eJ-:.e-off was acco:nplished by fifty-four (54} B-17 1 s 

fro~ the 92nd Group between 1020 ·a~d 1059 hours for assembly in fcur 
(4) groups of twelve (12) f'ircraf"t each on Splasher #10 and were 
known as 40th A-1, 2, 3 and 4; the remainir:g s.ircraft assembled on 
the Podington Buncher as Low and High Sq'.ladrone of t'bt=l Coraposi te 
Group led hy the 306th Bomb Group. The route and times for the six 
(6) aircraft cz.n be obtained from the 306th Group narrative. 

~. The 40th A-1 Group departed Splasher #10 at 1159 hours, 
17000 feet and crossed the Enelish coast at 1214 hours. The continent 
was entered at 1240 hours and the route to the primary target was .flov..n 
as briefed. Bo~bs were released at 1249--} hours from 17000 feet on a 
magnetic heading of 193 degrees. This group returned to base as briefed 
without further incident. 

£• The 40th A-2 group departed Splasher #10 at 1157 hours 
~6000 feet and depcrted the English coast at 1213 hours. The cor.tinent 
v:as entert'ld at 1240 hours anc. the route to the tarcet flmrn as brief('lci.. 
This group did not release bombs nue to cloud cover 1n the target a!'fla. 
A second run y,as not attempted due to congeeten traffic in the area 
and the group returned to base. 

d. The 40th A-3 group departed Splasher #lC at 1158} hours 
15000 feet-and crossed the English coast at 1212 hours, 16000 feet. 
Tl-:e continel"lt was entered at 1244 hours and the briefed ro•..ite fl07m 
to the target ~hich was sttacked f~o~ 16250 feet at 1248½ hours on a 
magnetic headine; of 2<?C' degrees. Th1e for-r..?.tion departed the contin­
ent a.s briefed a.ad ret:i.rned to case. 

e. Ihf' 40tl::. .\.--4 v-oup depe.rte1 Splasher i7'lO at 1157 hours, 
140CJC feet-end crocsed the English coast at 1212 hours. The Continent 
was l:'!1tered at 1238 ho':lrs, 150C.<O feet and the briefed courRP flown to 
t'1e :;:>.,..imar.1 target. 3!)!:!l:s v:ere !'ele£~ec,..,a'I; :t,24.€.~i\Qyrs from 15000 feet 
or. a 215 d.egre<=> ::i:a.g-. heading. :r:I: riGul;i:n-:r191te·:•w9.lti, flown back to base 
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9nd the last ship lanrea. e.t 1513 hours. 

3. A!rcraft Not Attacking. 
a. The 4~tb A-2 group of twelve (12) aircraft aid not 

atta.ck dlue to cloud cover in the target area. 
b, A/C #42-31250 too~ off lnte and could not rendezvous 

~!th assigned group. This aircraft flew entire mission witr anotr.er 
group which did not attack. 

4. Airc~~ft Lost. 
!Jone. 

5. Statistical Sum~ary. 
See attachea. diagr&m. 
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 
GROUP DIVISION FIEID ORDER NO. 446 ...----- DATE 24 July: 19M 

LINE I --· -··--· _ ----- -~---- i+A-:~ !~R!.f.A'.l?I~~A~ - · i-~-3 FO~W.TIONA-4 ~06-92FOflMi!_;ION ---li~~----_F_O_RM ___ -1\.'!'_l_O!_ _____ -

NO. t .. .:..·- t1~~U~ ··r "~ 1~G!J~. W -1~qµ1,rn ___ .. !- _f7F_ ··--· ~!.JLAR ___ --i - __ PFf. -
-~~-=~ -,~i.'?• _;.!_ ~ir:r;~~:;~i~; :o· ~ke ·-O~f' !I O i O . . 0 0 ! 0 . I . . _ .. _ . __ .. L • _ •. 

~ .L No. of' Aircraft Airbor~~ _ . . . _ _ ____ 4p-? _ _ I- .. 1:2 12 l2 i b · . . . ; •.. 

_ .. -~~~f' A_~:r:cr_i:E! _1:_irbor_:1~~!1~ Unused Spares _. --U-12_ _ . l· .. 12 . j-l,~ 12 ,. b .( ! ______ _ 

.:_No.3.f_~~~ra,!~~C:~ies ___ ... ---------•··-t~l~--------1--12 ... 1 .l.2. 12 b j___ _ ___ J ____ _ 
___ 5 ~ No. of' Aircraft Attackin_g. _ ·d U _ 0 J 12 12 ! · 6 \ 

-~ J I ! i: r : --··· 6_~ Name of' Primary Targot ______ :.. ---i- St Lo !'-.r~a ________ -2. __ .. ·-·-··-;---,-~-L. ___________ _ 

i (a) Na. Aircraf't Atta~~ng Pri_mf:_r:t: '.('a:&~§;~ . : 11 ___ . \ .. _Q_. lj 12 12 _; 6 -~ ". ·IJ _____ ·--·-· 

~~lj~)~ . .!l~~ s~~~~-~~-1)'_~; 41f'-~~~---~~-~-l-.'1J. __ ----~~y.1.7_x_100 :.-.. .,4.55~ 100 .455 x IOO !209 x 100 I ··~: 1 ___ 1- . ____ .. 
I. :i 1 • • , r! 1 , -• _ _ _ __ _ ___ __ _ _ __ • ~ AI _ . ·it- SKJ'!IW.rkfjr i l akymarker l skymarke 

1 ;! ,~-::;. . 

~--~1:..~~!.P~con~~~Targ~------·-- ~-----jL _____ l, ______ L______ · L •--·----- -~1---1.--------~-
___ LJi:L!h>-_l:_~<:::r~!'t.At~'=2!£.'.!-EK.~~~ndar;y _ _1ar&iJ, -· .. n _ -· -- I. _. . . -,· . I ., ~ . --l ·-

_;__~LN.~.• ~~-~~-a?~_1.')1le_ ~! _!lc_>~b __________ Ji a ii ___ ._Ji__. l 'Jh!l:,,., . ____ ... _____ _ 
~ ,; i I 

1-·-· - ··--···---•-·•---·#-A"- . ;i. ·- · ,. j ~pt 
8 · Name of' Target of' Q~x:tup.ity_('I'._0~) . ~~ .. ;: : j ---·• 
_.:..J..a_) .P2..- MIQZ:~i;_i.tj;a9_kiJ1.g..T~OL --- .l 1 ------ - +- ---- -+---

-----+.· (_~l_N_o._S~z~ and -~e o~_Bo~b f Y j 
_ _Jr_ _ __ ... i _________ J __ _ 

__:j_!f~~- ~f' Taz:!?~! o~ _Opp~1:~~ty (J :-9.•) u _ . _ .. .. l ;. 
_ ---W.~~ llo._A~rc:aft_~tJ':c~n& (::r.o.) .. _J _______ ; ___ .-!--
---·- ~-(~! lfo. S~::__and T?7P_e o.f Bomb ________ :~----·--- i ---+ 

_ ~~: : ~:;:= ::tttaoking _ ~ _ ~ ~-t-~ _ ~~:-: .1t _ +~ ~ 
I 

---------- ~- +-- ~ . 
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