HEADQUARTERS
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0ffice of the Operations Officer

AFC #557
30 April 194k

Peport on Planning and Emscution of Cperations of Mission
29 spril 194k.

: Commanding Officer, 92nd Bombardment Group (H) AAF, APO #557-

l. Comment on Planning and Execution. -

The bomb loading for this o ration was received from {;Ieadquarters,
40th Combat Wing by Lb. Hamilton at 2045 hours, 28 spril 1944, The order
called for eighteen (18) B-17's plus three (3) spares to be loaded with
5 x 1000 .1b. GP bombs wach with 1/1C sec. nose fuse and 1/4G sec, tail fuse.

The Field Order was received from Headquarters, lst Bomb Division
by Lt. Cole Keck at 0il5 hours, 29 April 1Skh. Flight plans and deatails of
the mission were completed, briefing being set for OJj0C hours and take-ofi
tine 07CH hours,

2. @gneral Narraiive.

as Take-off was accom:lished by eighteen (13) B-17's and three (3)
spares from the 92nd Group beginning ai 0706 hours. The assembly for these
aircraft was made over the 40th Combet ¥ing Buncher at 12,000 feet as showm
indiagram "A%, The formetion departed the mssexbly point abt CELE hours flying
as Low Group of the L0th Combai Ving. The 92nd (Low) Group assembled with the
Lead Group along the Combat Wing assembly’ line, and the route over England was
followed according to plan of flighkt. The formationdeparted the Coast over
Cromer at 0916 hours at 19,000 feet.

be The enemy coast was crossed at 24,00C feet at 0953 hours, snd the
formation proceeded slightly south of the proposed route over Germany, reaching
the I.P. a% 1131 hours. 4 bombing run employing blind bombing teechnigue was made
due to cloud cover in the target areas The bombs were released over the
primary at 1144 hours fram 21,00C fset on & magnetic heading of 80 degrees.
(See Diagrem "B"). After bombs away,the wing formabtion turned right off the
target for the return flight, letting dowm 4o 20,000 feets The 92nd Group followed.
the lead group which deviated considerably from the flight plan on the return
route over Germenye. The enemy coast was d-paried ab 1410 hours at 12,000 feet,
and the Inglish Coast was entered at 1450 hours, The group formsbicn resched
the base et 1525 hours, and the lead ship landed at 1537 hours.

ce Heavy accurate fiak was encountered just after leaving the targed
and also et various points along the route out,

de Enemy fighter opposition was nil.

&. Fighter rendszvous and supporv was good.

f. VHF Commnicaticn waz poor,




3¢ 4/C no% attackings

2, OF %he twehty-one (21) a/c that took off, trc (2) Ios. 42-31993,
and 42-37934 returned as unused spares, snd two (2) a/c, l'os. L3-107163 end
;2=31635 did nos attack.

k. e (1) a/c, #$42-107168, turned back after being dispatehed, bub
8id not receive sortie credit.

&8s Ors (1) afcs # 42231535, tumed back before being dispaiched
and vas replaced by spare a/cs

(‘.;_. Lozt A/C-
ae Two (2) &/e, Hos. 42-97519 and 42-3513, were lost due to flak,

5. Stetistical Summary;
A« No« of A/C taking off 21
b« Unused spares 2
54/C taking off less unused spares 19
No. of A/C dispatched -
No. of Sorbies 17
Hoes of £/C ettacking 17
Nos 0 T A/C not abttacking 2

i jmlo lle
» 3 - -

Iumber of A/C Lost,.

To flak
To B/A
To flak =snd E/4
To accident
Unlmown

Total
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