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HEAD.,,U.ARI'EIB 
!:TI:El'Y SECOlID BOI.:BATIDI,::E!::T GROL'P (H) AAF 

Office of the Operations Officer 
E-J.-4 

APO #557 
30 J.pril 1944 

SUBJ.EC'.r: Rsport on Planning and :EJ:ecution of Operations of Mission 
29 April 1944. 

TO ConllllandiJ.1g Officer, 92nd Bombardment Group (H) A...\F, APO #557, 

l. Comment on Planning and Execution. 
The bomb loading for this O.!B ration was received frcm Jfeadquarters, 

40th Combat 'iling by Lt. P.amilton at 2045 hours, 28 April 1944. Tlie order 
called for eighteen (18) B-171s plus three (3) spares to be loaded with 
5 x 1000 .lb. GP bombs we.ch with 1/10 sec. nose fuse and 1/40 sec. tail fuse. 

The Field Order was received from Headquarters, 1st Bomb Division 
by Lt. Col. Keck at Oll5 hours, 29 April 1944. Elight plans and deatails of 
the mission i,ere completed, briefi::ii; beini; set for Ol~CG hours and tal:e-off 
til:1e 07?5 hours. 

2. General 1',arrative. 
~• Take-off was e.ccom:-·lished by eighteen (13} B-l 7•s and three (3) 

spares from the 92nd Group beginning at 0706 hours$ The assembly for these 
aircraft ,·1as made over the 40th Combat 'i!ing Buncher at 12,000 feet as shown 
indiagram "A"• The for.nation departed the assembly point at one hours flying 
as LDw Group of the l,Oth Combat ·::ing. The 92nd. (Low) Group assembled with the 
Lead Group along the Combat Vfing assembly" line, and the route over England was 
followed according to plan of fliggt. The formationdeparted the Coast over 
Cromer at 0916 hours at 19,000 feet. 

,£• The enemy coast was crossed at 24.ooc feet at 0953 hours, 51l.d the 
formation proceeded slightly south of the proposed route over GeZ'.lllany, reaching 
the I .P. at 1131 hours. A bombing· run employing blind bombine; technique v:as J11.ade 
due to cloud cover in the target area. The bombs were released over the 
primary at 1144 hours ~rem 24,00C feet on a =gnetic heading of 80 degrees. 
(See Diagram "B")• After bombs away,the wing formation tu....":tled right off the 
target for the return flight• letting down to 20,000 feet. 'Ihe 92nd Gro'.lp follo'l'1ed. 
the lead graup which deviated considerably from the flight plan on the return 
route over Germany. The enemy coast was d• parted at llµ.O hours at l,S,ooo feet, 
an.d the .:&-lglish Coast was entea:-ed at 1450 hours. The g.noup f'ormatio~ reached 
the base at 1523 hours, and the lead ship landed at 1537 hours. 

c. ·Heavy accurate flak was encoi.;ntered just after leaving the tarcet 
and also at variot:.s points along the route out. 

d. ·Enemy fighter opposition wa.s nil. e. Fighter rendezvous and support was good. 
f. VrlF Co;!li'ilU.'licaticn waz poor. 
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3 • Ale not attackini;. 
!:.• Of the twenty-one (21) a/ c that ·took of:f, tr.c ( 2) ,~::is. 42-31995, 

and 42-37954 returned as unused spares, and two (2) a/c, ros • .t,.2-107163 and 
42-31635 did not attack. 

E.• (he (1) a/ c. #$42-1071&8 • tu..-..ued back after be in,; dispatched, but 
lilid not receive sortie credit • 

.£!_ ~e (1) a/c, .# -42 .. 31635, turned back befo!'e being dispatched 
and \",as replaced by spare a/ c. 
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5. 

Lost A/C. 
11. Two ( 2) a/ c, Ifos. 42-97319 and 42-3513, were lost due to flak. 

Statistical Stl.!!llllar'J 1 

.a• No • of A/C takir..g off 21 
.12• Unused spares 2 
c. :✓c ta1;:ing off less unusE;d spares 19 

11. No. of A/C dispatched 1e 
e. 11Jo. of Sortie::, 17 
f• 1:ro. of ,Ve attackint.; 17 
£• I?o. or 11/C nol; attacking 2 

J::umber of A/C Lost. 

To flak 2 
To E/A 0 
To flak arid E/J,. 0 
To accident 0 
Tolknown 0 

Total 2 
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