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C.'f'l ice of -!;he :.perations Cfficer 
.FC #55? 

4 ]'Jlrct, 1,44 
a:.-.tlJEC:.": _,eport c,;. il -;r,.n::nc ::,r;d Er.:ac~ttion o.f Cperati9:::.;; c,f !.'.issi-.::-:, J 1~:.:-C.:1 :<:~." Bi>rlin, 

TO COmna.ndi1,.; C:ffj C€':r 1 ;•.Znd Bcr.fuardment :;.rcup (H) M.F, APO 557 
l. Conmcant on 1-'lannir;i; and E.xecutiot. 

~• The 001.il) loadini:; for this operation was received from ::e::a1uarters 4u-ch Cc-mbat uini,: by capt. facLauchlil: at :aco hours 2 ;.:.arcl: 191.1+• 1'h order called for thirty-one (31) B-11 1s to be loaded with 10 x 500 GP bcm s each with 1/10 second r,ose fuse and 1/40 s,'l'cond tail fuse. 
b. Th<' Field Crder was received frcn:. Iieadquarters 1st :3o b Di visicr:. by (apt. 1ici.aughlin at 2325 hours 2 liSrch 1%11 .. El.i&,t 1•.lp;::•; ,u,,' -~-,· ::.:. -,~ ·th"' misaion were c=plete<i, briefir • .;; bt-::.ni,; set !'or Cl-h.1 .!:::i11rs ar.d tEke-ci'f ti."'!~ 07tJ.5 !hours. 

2. .,er,eral .. ;arrati ve. 
a• Teke-off :.as acco:..1,lisbe.:i b;;• nir,eteen {19) !:l-17 1s f'::011 the 9~i:;.d. .;omb Gronp plus :me (1) B-17 from the M,2nd ~or-:1' Grou;;, begir.nilli;; at ':7!:5 l:o•.1rs .. l:hese '.liruraf;; L.Ssem.blca. :,t 6 ,O'.JO f,:;Gt o:-: the 40th Cor:hat .. i:::: - 3m.chir .. a..'1d Jepa.:.-ted that point ae lead zro,1:;, o:: l;Oth Cor.ibat "3" Wir • .;;. ,?en:1e<:vo·ts with the r.igh a::d lo-:- i;;rcup;:, r::,3 made uloi:.; the combat win,1; asse . .:oly lir,e • .E!.• ·rhe En~li sh ::Cast v:as depar:;ed at 033.3 hours and 'l cou :,e sli;;htly noron oi :9roposeJ rou-ce wc:.s flown ;;o the e e~· coast '.Vhic:1 ,·as ente:c-::d at llCJ nu·u.:.'t,o .t 1111 hours the .::Ou:bat \i'i:-,g just ahea.J. of· the l~Oth J.Bd-; a l O Je;;;::af\ turr :,,nJ. ::tti.::-t~J. back. :;.7i ,e mir..ites later the les..:.ar :,f 4,0-';h 11 B11 Comhat ;:an~ els? decided to turn oack because thu i'li.;lrt &.1 ti-+;nde at -this :;::oi!:t "las 2·' ,530 f,;,et and 10/l:, cmr..J.us clo1,.d cover wa& con-:;ir,uall:t t1·~ 1 di:.c .. ,.p a.h-9.d •. :±'tuz· c,:,,.;p­letir,~ tne 160 J.egree turn the formation ~.ai:; spl·'t ur -;;hen the Ccr::be'., 1d::n..; be!cir.g, .::ilso tur!:.ad back. t;a_ f'l yin;:: a collision course tc1~ard the forms.tic-7,. ':'he e:cr-;r.:;r coast •;;as d~_,;a.1.-t:J. at 1124 hours end. the Er,:;.li sh Co:i.~t -r,as entered. ei 1.333 hours. ?!1e lei::.:. snip reached b:..se at ll!ll hams and lar.deo. at 14].b hours. c. 92nd - ::iv 5th Composite G=c:ir- (:tcw Group of 40th ''B" ;:Jon,b:d; ·,a:i:.) (1) ·rake off was accorqilished c:, tr;elve (12) :a-17•s oi the 92nd .c:;cmb Gro,l:p ::ieeinr.ir,e at O0CJ hours. J.s:oembly T.as ;::at<s at :,Ou~ ±'eet 01: the !;C;,;ll Jombat ,ir.~ ;;1:u:.-:i'. • · '· 0 ~e they were joined by seven (7) aircraf't f?:"on: the 305th Bomb G::oup -P:hich far:ned the 1.;ieoh .5quadr..:in. The fc=ation d.e:parted thr-; ass0mol:• _.;oint e.t 0-.::1;2 hours a:. low eroup of the 40th "B" Gor..bat ·,'/in,;:, a'ld rendez;:cuse:i with the lead grou:;; alon~ the Coli.bat ,,ini; asssmbl:r li!le. (2) For :f'urthe:!:' details of th"1 mi;:,sion, refere:1ce is :ir:1le -';o the .:.;e-,eral • ar:c-ative of' i;he ,;,:.eir. 9:::i.a Grot:p Fo::-:r.atior,-

3. ..ircraft ::o.; Attacki,.:,;:. 
I:..• Tnirty-or,e (31; aircraft o! ~'.1e 9?.nc, rioi;:':: ;::o:ip ;-lws 0r.-.· (1; .r:zircraft - VJ.""' the ~\J2r.:.d r1omb Gro;.,.p left the ta 1c e:.:c.U c.sseuf:>l•~d .2s sho-wn iri iliat.;:am 11

.~(f .:...td "B''• C~ -';hc~c t~4:__ .. ty-t~c (32} ai.ccraft, : ttr.!Jcr 42-29~•;-.5, 42-.317_::;i • i,.;::.-31:.9:,, l.;2.-37.;,Ti, i,.2-3C261, L2-'J 7527, a:,d ;jc ,,514 fro:, te 4;:2n•i _,cll!l Group rett=ed oarly bi.fore be::.rib d::q:atched. l'hes,; :;::ven (7) ai.::-cr"'f!; did uot reccli7e so:~ie credit. 
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E• .:J!ive \~) ~ .. ...;, r,.,_l;:;}ber.3 42-3..:.;071 .:J.2-s125.:., ~:-.51_~·•:1: ... , 4~-]l::)'f ar.:t 42-:_JJt,i.J. t· ..... "T..,:,t,. b&clc a.i-:;, ::.· !J.:'CO:_i,.,~ d:.-~f:.tC:,e(t •.. Or':' Ol .;iw,2,E: ;:;J. .,,. (5,, ✓.:: ~cei.ir~·~ t;C.•rtit:- cre:dit • 
.£..• ·rr.tc re1r:a.il.i.i!:,J t:;t:nty (2) ..'/i:! i'ror.1 thr:- ~~2:h ..... ,_,0.r:J Gro·..1,;

1 
:·.n.'.:.oh .,,·1..~.:. .. e ... i~p~t:~le~ a::1d rc:ceiv~d ;'?'l'~i,e .c;.r.·e-1it., tu.;.'.:~..;. __ t_:;k ·J:&;:b.r""".:.-~ o: tr .. 0 ,;;c•.;.t ... s.1.:· c:,r .. ,l:.ti·-:1.s, 3.!!i 2i.X ~b; :.;f tl1eat:: .,./C attacl-:e.:i tBrt;_t!ts o.f ci:9crtt::r.dt~ .... cl1e (lj .-.,, : '.,a~ l.:.s-; du. ~o co.t:.s•1 -~r •. ;r_,,,;y"' 
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!:!.• O.,e (1) :.i.rcra:r-~ ,;42-L;':'Oll;. v..,. _ lost i;o rea.:;o.,z i.:..1.t:._._w;:.:. 

( ;Jo f:~0.1.-. 48.:?nd _·cr,i.t :;z,._up 

!·7,.:.mter cf' ~I: 11sed ~.lpJ.."&~ 
ti/ J taki".,;; off le~s ur,use1 
Nu,-:lbe:::- cf ./c dis:patchei 
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