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<UBJECT; Hevort on tlanning and Exesution of (Fhratiofs of idsaion
& iareh 1944, :

O Commanding Cfficer, 92nd Sombardment srour (H) AAF, APO 634,

Lo Comment on Flamning and Execution, -

The bomb loading for this operation Tas reesived Bx from headjuarters
£Ctb Combat wing by Capt. luchoughlin at 2124 hours 3 iarchk 1944, The ordsy eslled -
for thisty {30} B-17's frem the 92nd  Bowm:t Group to be loaded with a mmxinum
ioad of 1474l Incerdiary Boubs, nlus one {1) aireraft from the h52nd Zoxk Groux,

The Field Grier was received fron “ezadguarters lst Homb Wing by
“Bpte mdleughlin at U020 hours b Larc. 1944, +2ight plens and details of the migajen
“ere completed, briefing being set for G315 hours and taks-off i 22 CIIL houre,

2+« uenersl Larrative,

~s N2 Grovny Formstion {Le2ad Composite Wing).

- 1y TXe-off was accomplished by seventecn (17) B=171s frcm the
92nd Bomb Greup plus one (1) 3317 from the 482nd Group, beginning et 014 hours,
The assembly for sheze eireraft was made on the LO%h Conbat wing Buncher a% an
sltitude of 11,000 fees, as shown in degram "4%, The formaticn departed the
assebly point as sehedulag at 0%48 hours, flying as Lead Group of the Jcmrosite
Cembat Wirg,%hich was the l2st Combad w“ing of the RFirst Division, Win; rende:vous
vas sompleted along the firss assembly leg from Podington to Hanbury,

2} The route over England was followed according to the flizht rlen,
and the English eoast was derarted at 1018 hours. The snemy coast was entered
at 136 hours, and the wing Formution followed the broposed flighit plan wnti)
8 call was received from the sir Division Cormander to abandon operations. The
Composite Wing being in the vicinity of Bonn, Germany, at this tine, decided %o
use this twon as a target of oppoertunity. The aircrafi from the LEong Group est-
ablishea the I,P. at 1157 hours and a bomy run Wwas made using blind bombing

technigue, because the target was obscurea by 10/10 cloud cover. The Lead and Low Groups

of the Uomposite wing released their bombs on the mircraft from the 1182nd Group
at 1202 hours at an altitude of 201,800 feet on 2 magnetie headiug of 25 degrees,
Ss ¥2nd - 50373 Composite droup {Low Group)

1) Take-off vas accomrlished by thirtsen (13) B~17's fromthe 92nd
‘Baab Group beginning at G527 hours, These aireraft as-exbled as shorn in Diagram
#Ct, at 9,000 reet on she LOth Sombat wing Buncker, where they were jeined by
sever (7) B=17's from the 303rd Greup whick Pormed the igh Siuedron. The torme
ation departed the assenbly poirt at U548 hours as Low Group of the emposite
fombat wWing, and rendszvoused with the Lead Group elong the iing asserdbly line frem
rodington te sanbury,

2} For further details of the Iiissi-cr_, raference is zmede to toe
CGeneral . arrative of the »3318 92nd urciuy Formaticn.
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= irverait not wShacking, .

Thirty~one (31) aireras: ineluiing ope (1) aireraft of the 46203 pamd Gro

Greup vock off on the missdion, Cne (1) aircrart, i 42-300h., asgembled with

anobier iroup whica abanuoned tae mission at sidd=chEnnel arg this aireraft

returned early, Two (2) cther airerart whien became disvatenes but were torced

ko turn vuck were .os, EP=55%0 ong L2=508%0. Thres aireraf$, . og, L2-200845,

42=37877, and L2-3493, returned early due to mecianiesl failurez,
The remsiping twarty-five {(25) sireraps fiew the entire nission,

<11 4/C larded at base.

4s  dreraft Lost
;‘»OHE.

5. statistieal Sumiary (Includes one (L} #/C of the L&ung sroup)

¥aln Grour  Composise =oup  Fobal
Bumber of 4/C taking R T A T
Unuseasperes.........,........g..n.n 0
+/C taking off less TUMUSBU SPCiS9e0ns, L2
fmber of ./C dispatched Tastesesnniaea 15
Lumber of sorties *trseerveatsirnsinye 15
humber of ./¢ A558CKingevesiinnnn. .., 13
wwdber of ./J Nog ABT2CKING sevussenn. s
fumber of ./C Lost Ctreciviesrcanaces O
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