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;.PO 634 

.:>UhJEC:'1 He,ort on 1:l:mni:1i and i:Xeouti~ c:' C'.P"erations of' i:ission 4- , • .arch 1944. 

l. ,';om11ent on .aw..ninr;;; and EY.:ecution. 
:rhe banb load.in& for this operation -:-;i:_s received ~ fra.'ll .i:te,;id~uartE;rs 4Cth :.::Ombat ~,inz by Capt. l',.cL::cu6hlin at 2126 ho:.:::-s 3 ,;arch 1944. 'Jhc: ord-e:: csllei for thi£ty (30) B-17's :.'.'rem the 92nd J'iorni: Grou, to be loaded with u :raximum .load cf' l-47.!J.. :U:cendiary Bo!.Jbs 1 9lu.s one {l) aircraft i'rom the '452nd I:or.:b GrC~:?• The F.i.eld Ot":i.er was received fro:;;. .-:.ea:'l.g_uarters 1st .::1on:b Wint;; by •.apt • .-,,c:L:n.1i;;!"-.li11 at OlOC !:ours 4 i.;:;.rcic. 191;.4,. ~'.!.i.:;:it r:,la.'ls and details of' the n:is;3ic:c . .ere completed, briefinG b-c5:r..,:; set for 0515 hours and take-off time C'::15 h'Jurs. 

2.. Gene:ra1 :.arrative. 
•• Mili.r. Gro11:? Forrne.t!on (Lead. ,::o;::iposite Win.;). l I TC:,;:e-off was accc1lll)lishe1 by seventeer, (17) B-171 s f:::-o.-n ths 92nd Bomb Grcup plus cne (1) oJ-17 i'rom the ]J.82nd Group. b'l.:;i?ll'.in.;: at 0816 ho~~·s. The assembl~r i'or ;;hese aircraft was .c;ade on the 40th Combat ;·dns Bunche:r at a.i i:J.tii;:.i.de of 11,000 f"ee"t, as sho-r.r, in ili.a.-;ram "A"• T:ie formation depa:-ted the assembly point as scheduleu at 0'5'48 ho:u-s, i'lyin1;; a~ Lead Grour, of the .::c:n1=osite (:c;nbat 'ii'ini,,which r.as the last Combat ,iing of t'le First Divisio:::.. ·,ii!!,;. ren::ie ,vous •na"' coil!:_::leted along tr.e first assembly let; from Poiington to Benbu.ry. 2) The route over .E:?gland was followed: according to the .f'li;e;b.t :rlsn, and the ..:inelish coast was ueparted at 1018 hours. The -2anemr coast was entered at lUJb hours, and the ,/in.,; Formation follo,:rea the proposed fliaht plan •.mtil a call was r,aceived from the ,.ir Divi;:,ion CO!lllll3.Zlder to abandon operations. -I'he Composite Win~ beir:g jn the vicinity of Bonn. Ge~, at t!Jis ti1ce, decided to use this twon as a target of oppo:rtuni ty. -.;.'he aircraft frc!'l the h82nd Gro•1p est­ablishea ti1e I .P. at 1157 hourz ar,d ,; bomb r,m v.a:.s made using blind bom°0in[; technique, because the target was obscured by 10/10 cloud cover. :'he Lead ar.,i Low Groups of the JoDposite uinc released their bombs on the aircraft froo the l;.82nd Group at 1202 hours at an altitude of 24,ano feet on a magnetic heaai~g of 21:5 de~rees. ~. '12nd - :,03rd Composite .Jroup (Low Grot'P) 1) Take-off vras acCOl'l!:'lished by tm.rt$en (13) B-17 1s fl!O;nthe 92nd ·Banb Group be.;;inning at 0!:!27 hours. These aircraft as.~ei.:bled as sho,:n ir.. :,ia:.r= "C''• e.t 9,000 ieet on the 40th Jo:nbat t'/ini:. Buncher, where thP.y vrere joined by seven (7) B-17 1s from tk,e JOJrd {..rcup which t:ormed the :-:i.J:h G.l.t.adron. 1'he form­ation d8parted. the aJS<s!:lbly i;oir-~ at ,Y:i46 hours as Low Group of the :::Coposite Co1r.bat ,iing1 and rendezvoused ,nth the Lead G:r011p alone the ;;in&, .;>.3ice:·.J:l~y li:c.e fr= .t"Odington to ~anb::u-y. 

2) For further det'.lils of the. mlssicr., refere::ce is :r.?de to tr.'3 General • arrative of the .. .ain -:;2!:.d urc·1p .li'or,.23.ticn. 
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Js -~rcrait :not. .... tte.:tlcinf!• 

Thirt;r-one (31) aircra.ft includin.; olle (1) aircmft of the 462nd oomb Grc· 
Gr·c'.1.p 'took oii: on the miss:l.on. Che (1) aircraft• r,. 42-3Do41h a:3s"'mbled with 
anot,Ier· .,ro11p whicn abar,,ionect t:J.e mission at ... id-·whFnnel ar:d this r.ircrart returneu. ea.dy. Two (2) other aircraft w•1ich became dispatcneo. but r.·er€. forced 
to turn be.ck were •. o:;. L?-.;;53:, <Jlsi 42-.'.)J650 • .:'hre<: ai::-c:r1:1f";, .:os. i,.2-:0i!fi<;, 
1.J.2-3787?, and 42-Jh.93, r~ti..rne:i'. ;;arly du1c to Il!ec11anio:'ll f'ailt.res. The rema:.ni.::..f; tw,ir:.ty-a.,,0 {25) &ircraft 1·.1ew th& er.tire missi.-:,r, • 

. .11 ,✓ C lar:ded at base. 

4. i.ircraft Lost 
:.one • 

.5. ..,tatistiml .SU!ll!:iar:,· (Includes one (1) ii./C ot.' tile h6:Cnd _.rou.p} 

1i·.a::n Gr.J·11) ~m~ositP G.:-o-q_e_ ·rotal 

a. Humber of' r,Jc takinc off ................ 1!:' 13 31 
b. Uuusea Jpe res ••• ....... .- •••. 111 ,. •• = .... iJ • c- 0 

0 
C 

~- Mc taking off less 'UlUSeu sr~ _ 95 • • • • • .LB 
l'.3 31 

.£• Hwnber cf ,.,/c dispat~hel .............. 15 l.:' 27 

e. :,umber o-J: dorties 
*••···············"· 15 12 27 

I, };umber or ,./G 4ttacking ••••••••••••.•• 13 12 
2~ 

a .. :,ur.fuer of .J:::, .ifot Atkckin& ••••~-saa•• 5 1 , 
h. l•;,m::ber of .,le Lost 

ca•••••••••••••••:s 0 
0 u 
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