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NINBETY SECUND BUMBsHDLENT GROUUP (F) AaF B0t
Uffice of the Cperatlons Cfficer

PG FEET,
& July 1944,

SUBJECT: Report on Planning and Execution of Cperations, 1S4th -
Mission, 8 July 19<¢4, Blgnc Pignon Ferme and Coubrbnne,
France,

0 : Comrmanding Ufficer, 92nd Bombardment Group {Z} AAF,APQ 557,

1., OComment on Planning and Execution,

a. The bomb loading for this operation was recelved from
Headquarters, 40th Combat Wing by Capt. Hamilton at 2200 hours, 5
July 1S44, The order called for twenty-four (24) B-17's plus two
{2) speres to te loaded as follows: (1¥ Tyelve (12) B-17's to te
loaded with 18 X 250 1b, bombs each with no nose fuse and 1/40 sec, E
tall fuse. (2) Twelve (12) B-17's to be loaded with 12 X 500 1lb, GP = 3
bombs each with no nose fuse and 1/40 sec. tail fuse. (3) Cne (1) E
B-17 toc be loaded with 18 X 250 1b., GP Dbombs each with delayed actlon
fuses, (4) One (1) B-17 to be loaded with 12 X 500 1b, CP bombs each
with delaved actlon fuees,

b. The Fleld Order was recelved from Headgquarters, 1lst
Bomb Division by Capt, Hamilton at 2338 hourg, 5 July 1844, Flight
plens and details of the mission were completed, briefing being set
for C500 hours and take-off time 0620 hours,

2. General Narrative.

a. Take-off war accomplished by twenty-four (24) B-I7's
plus two (Z) spares beginning at 0620 hours. These aircraft assenb- .9
led over the base a&s two (2) individual groups- "A" Group at 17,500 4
feet and "DY Group at 19,000 feet. ;.

b, The leader of "A"' Croup was forced tc lower the assembly E
altitude 50U feet because of patchy clouds at assembly altitude.
This Group followed tne planned route over England and deperted the
Coast at 0330} hours, 24,300 feet. The enemy coast was entered a%
0850 hours. The 'IP was reached seven (7) minutes later and a run
was made on the target. However, the target was improperly ldent- 3
ified and a second run was made, Bombs were dropped visually a% 3
0917 hours on a magnetic hesding of 246 Aegrees from 24,500 feet, g
The planred routes home was followed, The enemy coast was departed E
at 0930 hours and the English coast was entered at 0951 hours, 13GC0 £
fest. The lead sircraft reached the base at 1C18 hours and lande?
2t 1021 hcurs. ‘

¢, The ®3% Group Tollowed the brifed route over Fngland
and Aeparted the cpast at 0837 houre, 25,0IC feet, A second run
on the target wae nacescary because of interlerence by a Srcup of
%.24%'g on the inltial bnmbingﬂgu§L3 At 0wsd hourg bomts were re-
Tensed visuslly or the prizarg tabiel from 25,36% feet on a ~arpetic .
teading of 17 decrees, <The pharmhd voutenndie gus followed. ke E
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Eneny cozast was departed at 0058 hours and the Fnglish coast
was enterad gt 1018 houwrs, The lead sircraft reached the base aft
1042 houvrs and landed at 1118 hours,

3.« Alrcraft Not Attacking,

a. Of the twelve (12) B-17's and one (1) spare taking
off to fly in the "A" Group, ten (10) attacked the target, Two (2)
gircraft, #42-38110 and 42-97141 fgiled toc £ind the formaticn. The
spare fllled in a position but aircraoft #42-37978 failed to attack
wien the bembardler dropped early,

Db. All of the twelve (12} alrcraft flying in the "o
Group attacked the primary target. The spare returned early as
unusad,

4, Alrcraft Lost,
None,

5., Etatistical Summary.
See attached,
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