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.:t-:r:ort 1J!l f lannint--'" a.n,j ...;;x.,>:!·~tion of ~p;;;;rL.t..1D: .. s of ;).i !,Sl.:-;;1 ,·J :; '-:i' ,:.if .. i.!e 
s;~-~1d J,.m~bs.rdraent Group_, ~ 30.:·, t.-a:-.1ttS r l}!..J,., ~ud;·; j<·s~lC-. ven, G:::r;:.~ny. 

1. vo:Lr: .. ant on 1 l;-nnint .r--.nd 3,x,;;;cuLion .. 
.§:, 'ihe borr.b lo&din,; for t,his Ofkration \·,,1_, received fr,.i;,; Hec..i ,u;,ri:,ers 

4Ct:1 C.:;mbz..i:. ,ling by C&;>t. bmyrl 6.t (Jll5 hours, 5 5er,tember l,·/:i.4. fae , rder cc.li­
ed for thirty-nine (..;',l) B-l'i 1 s to be: loadeu with 6 x 100 lh, G.1 • b.::n:1bs e~ch witl1 
1/10 n..ise fuse :-.nd 1/40 tail fuse. 

£• I'he Field Order ,,c.s received from He,id ,uarters, 1st Bomb Division 
by Capt. Smyrl at 0:217 hours, 5 September 1944., Flight plans and defails 0.1. 1,,.3 

missio1i were compl. ted, briefing bcJing s., t for Oi;.;O hours r-nd take-off time 0715 
hours., 

2. General Narrative. 
~ I'hirty-nine (39) aircraft of the Cj:e::nd Gr,xip, including three (3) 

PF.r' cdrcraft and three 0) sp&res, began tai<e off at 071~ hours for asserr,clyon 
the iodington Buncher as the Lead, Low, and High Groups of the 4Uth !!B" Gombci.t 
·1;ir.g. l'his Combat ',lin5 was the second of the 1st "'ir .Jivision. 

b. l"ne ning departed the Buncher on time wd f!.ew the or.:.efed route 
out over England and to the Itlitiw. ?oint. ,-.t this tLr,e, the 40th ",,11 Jo;r.ti1,,t 
·,;ir,g (Lead) was observed to the south, and it was evid,mt that they would be 
una.bl~ 1.c c.ttack first, .i.nerefore, ·the 40th 113a Combat iifung preceecied to the 
primary targi t at t&.cking it by use of .r'rr' technique, as advised prev-iuusly by 
the wea';,her scout.int:; force. rhe target -,as bombed at llu9.;. hours from ~4,tJ-00 
feet true altitude from a magnitude heading of _,'7 degrees. rhe ordered altitude 
of 25,,000 feet could not be a•,tair.ed due to &.n overcast. v,•rying fr:l!l, :..:J,vGD f-il~t 
to 2l,,OOC feet. 

c. ;,fter the target, the ,;int: N:KpYtHJi returned alon~ the urdered ro,,te 
and reached bi.:.se , t 1425 hours. 

3. ;;.ircriift !Jot hUacking. 
~• 1./C. 42-97141 - lost it4 ent;ine and returned to base early. 
B• h/G 4~-102420 - lost ;l engine and returned ~o_b~se early. 

i. n.ircr~ft L~st. 
!:.• n./G 4'.<.-97;:J. 7 was seen t.i go down after the t;.r2;et.. me c.:1L.:.se ijf 

the loss of t;1is ai1·cr1;.f::, is t.;Ill'J1c>wn, al tho,~gh intense accur&te flak W&s en­
countered over the target. 

5. See att~ched forr.is for stc.tisticw. swr.r.iary and formE.tions. 

J~S K. 1..CLhliL.!HLIN, 
1if.jor, hir ~orps, 
vpero.tlons Officer. 
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