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.1. • eo .. a .... en i; o::... .J.:l &!l~.ir:.~ tif'-d ~ec1:. ti er ... 
b_• The bomb let.din;; i:or this il)perati0n was received f:.•om .i.e:;;d­quarters 40th Coribat i"iin,1 by :::S.:pt. FTaase 9.t 21CO hcurs 8 l,.a.rch 191.,t:,. '.i':Ot: order c:i.lle.:.; f'or twenty (2C) E-17 1s and six (6) spares aircraft fro.c. the 92nd i.o:.ccb Group to be lo¾tle with 10 x 500 .:,.p Bcmbs wi-';h 1/10 ncs;;, 1/l'.JO tail illi>iilg, pl~s one (1) aircraft from the 482nd Homb Group b. The F~eld Orjer wae received froll.t He'.l.douarters 1st Bomb Division by Ce.pt • .Prasse at '2232 hours 8 :,.arch 1944. :.i1ight :plsr.s and Jetail,; of' the !!iisaio;. v.ere co.upleted, briefi;;,~ bein.; sei; lor 01/40 hours ai:d ta.l{e-off time r:,75c hours. 

2. :.eneral .1.,arrati ve .. 
.§.• ')2nd .i:,omg Grc,Jp (Laud Group l;Cth Comt.f!t ·;/ir:{.) 

(1) Take-off was '.l.CC"Dpl:ished oy twenty (2J) Il-l?rs plus six (() sr,are .u-l71s fror!l the 92nd Bo:r.b Group and one (1) aircra:ft from the 4e2r:d Bon;]: GroJy begL·.r:.in,; ;;t 0750 hours. :'he asser.:bly for tne main group ,;s.c ma•ie 0ver J:'Odin4;to1. on tte 4uth Combat ·,/in6 ~uncher as shom:. in .Jie~r91ll "A"• The six ;,6) spare .d-1?1:. fcnued a hi.41 sg_uadror.. of tile Ei.;:i Grc·-1,. 4Otr. Cocbat ,dn;r Bmu:ru:::i:: as sho·::n ir, .Jiq;;ra;::i 1'B" • The fcrmatior, de::;,arted t:~e .:..C,-i;h Ccubat ,in.; Bu:..::her a-;; C5l 7 r.oll.!'s flyir.; a.s leaJ. g!"oq;; o:f_' the lp:l:.l::. vanit:at .in,;;. b. :i.'he rout"' 0:1-:: -;;as i'ollo,;c.:. accoruii::.;; tc i'li;:,l'lt :I:lar: ar:c. the .i:.n,..l::\ s.:1 co"'i. --;; Y,aa de:i;;art""' .::t 10..;1 ilou.rs. 'l'he enemy coast ...:ae en-::e~•ad. .::,t 10.55 hcara at an altitu..ie cf 22,7CG i'eet, The I,F. v,a'l reached at l.;46 hours v.hic!:. ;-;J.. i'::>rty-five (l.5) mi:ll!tes late d.ue tc: wind chan.;es, :1.t the I.F. a cc:u:;,let~ ur,der~a:;t cover:,"' the ~-ri::::iary Tar.;;et anJ. tr.erefor« the .>econda;"y .:arihe,:;, the cer.ter of .:..erl:!.:. r.a3 ato:c.cked. ,;:,ci-:'!)s were dropp~d or. -the L.:a::l airc.:".:i.:ft 1·:cM the 4c2;.i;J ~o;:.b Grc:.i'.!:) o; .. a i,."c,t):e~ic b.ea5.ir .. ~ ci" 2.;:.5 decrJes at l.;55t: hou,:.; frc: .• 2..;.,?CC fer.";. The f'or"'..:atioi: over t:ie tar.;;et i:;: sr,c=. in ...,ia~ai.:a n C11 • ihe 92:.u ...,owo .Jrot;._p rallied ::.~ci...:ezs: ully wi-:L t~e loi-1' and !'l!cL _arcti.ps 01 t!:"'.t: 4 ·Jtt Jc:::ibat ·,,in,f.. efter the tar_;et u_B t:..en !Js~.:rr .. a ~ea0-:;::r,.t,. I!;.s ~f.l.i;:;h :oa.:::.t ';?:::,;:;;, c.ro..;;se..1 Ctt lW~ ~.ou~,~~ a.:1::. t~e lea.1 aj,.!"Crtift reac:ie..:: 'the ba .. e at 16':,~ r.01.;:.'.':::. • 

.:, • ..~ircr;;1ft ... o~ ii:ttaci:-'.::.b• 
a. Tr1e~t:"' (2:::) B-171s plus .:;.ix Bl=az,.~s frcr- thtJ 92n.1 JCJ:.O ,Jr~-..:;, ar...J. c~~ (1) ai.:c.;. .. cti t f=o~ ~:..e 4 if:lJ ~.;r-~ C~:t.iJ: tC'tok =i'f • l• Of t~:e t~:e;~ .. :~J-z-;ver.. (27) aircraft tak~:b cii tl:e fcllo-:7!n-c :ti': =-~.,_ 

Q:3 \.J.) A/:, t;. ~-.... .::_ .... .;r-;1..:!l~.;, t.C.~e• .... :.iL.ij,.o;,~....., a£tc:-- "";pJc~ C·lf. i"cu.: (2,.) .·I~ :·~-:.r;e:~ !.2-;1:.:.3, ~-;12_:,: .• s.r: ... :.+e.:-.;..,..1~ :"E';~~l..:. ~::.!: -= .. ~t:J. S_;.~!'~--!• 
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4 • '.;>1.irD~' .!- .; l.o s, • 
.Q.• l;.2-35:~b - ?his A/C -::ra.shi:,d a!lu ::iurned t':!re:e .i..itt,:t=s ai'-i;e.:r take-cff, ,.;eaE; -n.:.. .i'cr c:"ash tuJ~nowr. ... 

.£• 42-31.:>64 - ::his /c was ob.c;ervcd tc :wve le.:i.'t th'3 l~or:mation ULae:· ::c1.trol be.fore the tar6et .. ~"ieeso~: !:nknowr,.., 

.£• 42-31 m - This ;/G 1·,as observed to h;.ve left the fon:uition under control before tne -car.;:et. 3eason wim.ov.n., 

5• statistical 01.'.llllllaryo (Includes cne (1) A/c :from 482nd Bomb Group.) 
92nd Bcmb Group a. Number of ,Ve Takiug Cf'f: 

h. Unused Spares c. Alt taking off less unusea. spares l• 1:~ber\,>r ;,/c dispatc!J.ed 
~• Number of .Sorties 
!_,. Number of :/c Attacking 
K• l'iUlJlber of ,✓c Not ,i:t'!:acl:ing 

Dllnber of A/C Lost. 
a., To ]1ak 
I• ':i!> filak and E/A 
c. To E/.1. 
~. 1'0 Accident 
~• Ubkno.m 
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