
J 

H6il.t, '.J;....i.:i-~t~~ 
!·::;._:;_;_';. ~.,.:A_.(_.!·~ ~ .. ~J-'p,;,._Fj}~;_l:;: 1~:::,.".)11" \ }:) h.~4 

0f£ico of th'i' Or.a:rati,·,:,;, J.:.';.'icar 

. ..: ' t 'J',,,7 
9 ::,_:,e.1..-'-'t.·:'""..t .. ?:· l:i--+ 

._.r:f:!J.::i· ;.:. : net-ox~ 01• ila.r..n:115 r.t.ncl i..X~-.:;,..\.;t~:r..or: of '.Jf~el·t:..v.-·:.or◄ s ol !{iso'i.011 j~·1cy-, o:· 
tfi:; 9~1J !~o::,ba.r~:cent ~rO"J.f-, ~ i.':.e .. ~ ... t.e;.-;;tJ1· l'/.:,_.•, l..~Cwie:!lha.ven, r.:e .. :r~.:..ir. 

le. ~o:rr~ent on Planning an.:1: E:-::ec.~ltion. 
The bomb loo.dillc; fol"' this o_.::~re:.ticn 'di..L rt,ceiveJ. from !-!ead.c;tii:1rLeE~-, 

..,.~h C0:n.t.a.t ~il.z.:.,,_~ L,;• }J.1;..jor .J'.cLct.~t5fi.JJn &t 19~G };.ouJ:s, ? i1.t:.bUSt 19"f+t-~ The ord•~r 
cal}ei for tl:d.rt;y-three (3j) E-171., plus thrEJI.' (:3) Vil ...ixc:~cit to be load0c! 
v.itb 6 y 1000 lb. ,F 1,;o::ibs each witl> 1/lf) s-::c. no::;e s·us,::; w:d 1/",0 .;cc,. t~:;.J. i't,ee. 

'fhe iilet Urcier -.-1ur:. receive(;. f1"'·~F.1. Ecrul(Jili..rter~~, lzt Bor.:b :!ivioio~ 
b,i: 1:.,.jo:i: r:c:.i.ugillfo at ;_c45 hour&, 7 nuguffl, 1944. Flight ,;lane .. n::l c:eti:.i.ls of 
the clssion wei"~; c1J.r.:1 l€te1~,:;-, briefing reir1b set for 050C T.ot1rs &.nd t,a1.ro-of.f ti '1':! 
075G hours. 

~. 3-enertl }Jarrc..ti1;~. 
~• tc.ke-oL· v,~., .;.ccomplisl:ec. by t.hirt~-t..hre"' (.33) 1:-l?ts ..nd one (l; 

l?ir' rlrr.:'2ft fro~ the 92nd Bor:o ::;roup, i:lue two (;_) PFr' airct'.d't bouo;1ed .f.'rom the 
30,th r:roup. Take-oft for these aircr·Jt c::egan. at n';;G hourE, an:i they .,n1enible:: 
Oilel.' the Podir.;ton !]uncher i..t 4,00Ci feet to form the Le..l, Low, and High Groups 
of the 4oth '1B 11 '.;o:x,&t "ing. 

b~ T!:e ;.,,,,ad Gl-.;iup dep;.rted the Podington Euncher at 0912 hour,;, The 
Low ..nd High broupa depa..-ted at 0913 and 0914 f':'cr-~ctively c:no re:i.de:.::.vous ~,,~ 
comr;leted ..long the Cootat ·,1ing Asser:itly Line. The route over 2:ngland w..;.r, florin 
... a ::;riefed1 and the Lead Jroup dei;-<Lrted the Co.i.st over :Seachy Heaci .. t 095.5 hours. 
The contir.ental Goai;t v1aa entei•ed at 1017 hours, .ind the forr.iation .!'o:!J.owed the 
pi·esc:..'ibad route to tho I..''o, which was reached at ll41 r.ours. Due to hiih 
clou<is in the t ... rget ;;.rea, ..1J. thre~ irou:;:ii:, were forced to climb 3 ,oo,:: feet .:.1ove 
the briefed bombine altitudeo Dense perBistent contrtils v,ere encountered .._t this 
.J.titude. 

£.• 'U,e i.ead Group rele ... sed t.heir bombs on the F?.r target usin5 F fi:' 
techni.;ue, at ll50 hour::, from a true altitude Q.f 28;'+00 feet on a nu...;r,etic 
heading of 76 degrees. 

S,• The F'Fr' equip',,ent:. in tb lc..d airc1•;;.ft, of the Low C•"Loup 11.is in­
operative. Poml,.;J of the Low Group wer,. 1 therefore, rela;.sed on the High Group Is 
bombs at J.J.501 hours fror.i a true altitude of 28,900 feet on a magnetic heading 
of 71 degrtles. 

~• The High Group released visually on tt.e PfF target. at 11:,1} hours 
f1:cm 27,650 feet triw altitu:ie on a ma.i;netic he&dir.g of 58 degrees. 
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£• Af'te:c bombs aw;,.,,~ the Lead, Low and High ,}roups I_,,.., unable to re.Uy 
in wing forlllll.tion due to the high clouds. The groupa returned individually 
&.nd s'iiung north of Paris upon return due to cloud formations along the route. 
The Leru:l. Group reached the bas~1}i=·tF2Q, ~o~,~ . " . ··•, 

1,F :'.\ l Iii t.:. 1 , \. '• '·.,.J -~ 

3o Aircraft not att&.cking. ~; ~ V L (:,, ~ l~ 
,e.• _...,_/(; .:.3-38290. This aircraft returned after l! hours ctiie to #2 enis:i.ne 

smoking and running roughlyo . 
£• A/C 44-b;.61. This airer.aft ti..rned back at 0930 hours due to i.13 eneine 

sr.ioking and running roughly., 
c. A/C 43-375350 This aircraft returned after tY"o hours of fli.ghtb #l 

engine would pull only 2'+ 11 hg • 
d. A/C 43-J7627 a This airer.aft returned after three hours of fliglt.. Pilot 

reported excessivd vibrs.tion on ffl, #3 & i/4 engines,, Pilot could not m .. intain 
altitude. 

e. A/C 42-3..:054. The pilot lost the form..tion in the clouds .ind aft.er em­
erging, was un:..ble to catch form.-.tion. 

f. il/C 42-39958, This aircr~t turned back at 49aN-0805Ee Pilot stated 
that-rnwifold pr~ssu~e dropped to 20~ 1 on ffl engine, Gt ~6,000 feet altitude. 

g_. ;./c 42-107181. This aircrc,.i't was unutle to maintain formation anc bombe 
were -;f jettisoned over Neust~t. 

4. Lost ;Jo. 
a. 1/C 42-102495. This aircraft. cr ... sh landed in allied occupied France 

and ill crews m=bers are r~rorted to be safe. 
b. A/C 42-107071, This a/c had No. 2 er>.gine catch fire and seven (7) 

crew-members bailed out at 49CON-06JOE. The pilot and co-pilot managed to 
land aircraft on an americ:..n base in France &nd have returned to this base. 

•!-<\c ,.,., 
1f'A ~ ,:\ .. ,~ ,,,....., JAt'.ES K. MCLAUGHLIN, 

1.:..~ ; , 
ffu 

., J 1lajor-, Jill' Corps, ~'f f~...J! ·~ ~.i'..et; Operations Officer. 
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