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per~otnel. .for t:;.e r.:ai.Qli.fice;rt job :/cu have d-:ir~--cften 

11 Ho::;ie \':e cm:. all celebrate ths r.ext 0ne ir, the Stats!:." 

officer of the 9..'r.d Bombn:r-dment G:r-oup. r/iint :.lieht ha-;e beer, a·l:led wer'-' the.se 

facts; that i:n these t1-;o ;years were crl~ 1_5 oper~ticr.a: :r.c,nt11s, i~. :fr.ic1'. 
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pilotGd by 2r.d Lt:: :Ricb:i.rc. :p •• ",nthrny m:.l Bcrnar'i :-Sc:ienfc.L: of the 

326th Bor.1bardmE:nt .3,~uadron, 1st Lt f,illi= -... Parrrunor-e anl 2nd Lts 

Ut1itcd St:ttes n1ilit£1ry authc:-ities s-x;e tL."'ls oc,o 3.cq_ui:.."ed (l 

cemetary. 

1st Lt Gordon E. Cl,,bb of i;he: 325th SJuadron had th.;; dbbi:ius 

d ietincticn a!'ld nenr-tr3.Gic experience of tei::~ 3truck b!," the bcmb 

salvo of a hit;h~r t;;roup. I;:, violent evc.sive action to av'.)id th-c 

_'.;OG G? bo:mb,i, ,;,ne ;ci:1ec.rin:_, away -l;he hcriz::irtnl stabilher, 9-,:.,j the 

other knockinr; out t!1e ii3 en~ine. The latt•;r tcmb lan:led en the 
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r;iJ1~ back of the dinghy, bo:mcing into the ensine. By even no::e 

vio2.€r.t evasive actior., Lt Clubb mann5ed to dislcdge t.he bomb, but 

not until after h.:: and his crew !:ad undcre:one a very tern:i-s sixt~• 

mir,utes. Vpon la~ding away, at Bradwell Bay. the bomb fuze r10.s 

,li!'covered in tho .::;tricken engir.e. 

Ct! April 27 • for tlle first time, the Gr•)Up flew tv;o missions, 

to Boie Coq_uerel in the morning 0!1d tc l,ancy/Esse;r in the afternoor:. 

This, the first of th£ often-rumoured "douo,le-heaeers, 11 was not 

entirely successful, since the target was r.ot identifie-5. in the 

morning mission and in conSllquence, r.o bombs ;1ere dropped. Results 

in the afternoon were better, and all aircraft retu..."!led saf8ly 

from eech mission~ 

Of' the 16 aircraft lost Juring the mCJ:.th, th~ 325th ST..:.e.tlro~ 

had 6, the 326th 5, the 407th 4 and the 327th, 1. (See .A;?pendix A.) 

..'..Hards fo::- the mont:.:. incl<.1ded l Silver Star, '27 DFCs and 2B 

Air l,Iedels. Oak LP.af Clu2ters were preser.ted to 2 holders of ti::e 

DFC and to J.82 hc-lders of the Air !s~edal.. (See Ai::iiendix B ■) 

T/Sgt James c. Under11ood, Jr., a r~dio operator-gunner of 

the 325th Bon:bardms::nt S .• uadron, was prEascnted t:1e Silver star, 

tho Distin[,'Uished. Flyir,,:; C:coss, the Air 1?-d':ll D'!~ ..;~.: (n;k Leaf 

Clu.;,ter to the Air J,:ecls1. '!'hid q_UE.dru:plc award, earned in the 

S011thwest Po.oific theater during 19!.2 and 19li.3, -:·as given Sgt 

Underwood on April a. Throe days later, flyint' his 75th combat 

mission of the war and his 16th in the ~o. S,;t Ur,,le!":tood was 

-5-

I 



' 

aircr.::,ft i.'1 ~m.ic:, he flew, _pilot,,:l by 1st Lt John R. Weaver. Jr., 

was believed to have exploded abo!lt 12 'lliles north of Brur.su:!.ck 1 

an early victim of the savage fighter attack on the high group 

that day. Sgt UndeIT.ood, :.ho entered service frc:r:i Li'cssouri I had 

joined the Group in December of 19~.3. 

Ci'ficer prc.:::ction::i d1.2.rin0 the mor.th ·;;ere 1 to I.hjor; 7 to 

Ca~tain; 2h to 1st Lieutenant. ( See Lppendix c.) 

31 Officers and 40 enlist~d men. completed totL.'S of duty. (See 

Appendix D.) On April 19, M2.jor J'•Jliar. :R. '.::':wrntcr., J:·., Group 

Bomb'lrdier, and fuj;;r Ja;oos K. L'.cl.out:,hlin, J..sst. Grou.,ti Operations, 

after having com:.:,lcted their initial operational tours, left on 

3 0 day leave.· DestiL.ation: USA. Up0n their returr:., the;y ,:ill 

begin er- additional tour. 

Al thou,;h the Group was alerttld r.ior,;, days in April +han in 

any previous mo~th, the training programs were satisfactorily 

maintained, and in some cateGories, increased. The Lir.k Trainers 

operated a total of 279 hours in /.pril, a~ af;ainst 188 hours in 

March. 

DuriI)f; the month, a sighting plat.form was in3tru.led :In the 

Flexible GUnnery and Tur::e;t Training hruigar which, together v,ith 

other improvements, furth€r devP.loJed the gunnery training proeram. 

Training was afforded for ev-ery gu.'1 poi::ition, ru:d the tl.lr'ret trainer 

schedule practically double,d. Ch one nc.1-ope:rational -iay, 79 tur.;.'et 
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£Unner2 ~ecdF.d instruction, ar. increase cf several h1.rrtdrB0 ~er ce~t 

OVt..r 

C'~,s 2:ctivities for the month ,•;er;c; chfofly confirtcd to the pro-

curement and iss:..iance of Class II and Class r/ supplies. .'J.l 'I/i,,',. 

shortages were brought up to date. The Str,.tion G:9.3 ~fense P.18.!, 

v:as rewritten and revised, outliPine com~letely the procedure, 

:personnel ir.volved and action to be taken in the even-!; of eneey 

6as attack. Chemical incendiaries loaded in ..",pril were considar­

ably less than in !..:arch. In tl:e second week of th:J mcn:th, the 

32nd station Ccn."'.l)le:nent bege.n c. lb hour t.!"ainir,g cc:irse cov•~rin.; 

all the i..-nportant phases of defense against chem.cal attack. 

,;ork wa:s begtln in J,pril on a _pipe-layi!1.;; prcject tc -:1ivert 

:part of the sewage from Cozrmmal Site- B to the s0wat-e i;l~t loc:ctcd 

norlh of Collllllunal Site A. Tho work .-.as initi:ted and har,dleJ. by the 

British Air Ministry un::ler reverse lend-lease, 

The rrn.c. Bias n system, an emergency light:;.nr; :1rra.;,:,b.:::,,vi:t pre-

in the {'VCr,t cf a por:er breakdor;n, waa installed ,lurine the month. 

ilirin.; wao done by the .'\ir ?.linistry. The ;:;yst..n1 could be set into 

operation by switches controlled by hoth the Co!lln:andin.;; Ci'ficer a.'ld 

the station To[;ihe1::r, b•xt co•!lo r_ot b-3 turned :;fl' except by the 

latter. 

week of April 3-1_5, d1en The YD rat"- h::;d 
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sli,,:~itly i!".crnased iL .7anuary and February over previous moriths a::id 

had dropped somewhat in 1hrch. Personnel r,ere cautioned to ir.iprove 

the ccnd:!.ticn. 

De!];irillir.['. -r:ith th') i:::terrogation after -rhc first ope~'ation::il 

mission on the 10th, the r.:e:Bcal Sect:!.o:i authcrizEd the :.ss,~:mce 

of 11 60 cc cf Bpirihrn Fro.lllle.nti" tc, cOMbnt rr:rscnnEl ::nl~'• I!l. les.:i 

involved la:r.,;;uacc, tilis me:-,nt a !::.3alth!' shot of Scotch r:-hisky. But 

the issuance was clinically severe. snpervi.sed by nsdic:,l cffi::il'.3f 

each _i>Ortion was eiL-ned fo:q ana thirsty eround :personnel ;-:er<::, ns 

one S-~? e>ffice:c put it, nm<:,re ghosts at the feast." 

On .'.rril 5, all i;ussee:; and f,•,;-lnu.:;hs e:r.ce1>t ."'or men on combat 

were cancelled wtil furthe-r notice, ;:in orJ.E;r •,,i:ich cauz,:,d ccrsider­

able speculation. It ws.s f:er.,,rally aer~::;d to bE: i.rncau<'e o:f RJ.:,te:r 

or because of the :imp€.ndL1.,; invasion, or both. Znster passed, the 

invasion still i.~ended, e.ni furtL.e:t: notice cm~ sr;:v,:rul da:•s 

later, in tb.e form of a new area pass s;:;st~. L::l.tEer ir. the !".or.th 

the old type pass was rAstorcH:l., but 1,ith c,. 24 tou1• limit i:wt,;a:l 

o:' tho ~8 hours previc'..1.sly enjoyed. 

T'r:.e station bnseball te:1.11 was or.,:anL.:ed m:-d beca::: :pra.::tice en 

A::_:iril 11 fc:• the season to start a ·nor.".;h later. The 1943 terun l:.r,d 

been signally successful, wirmin;; 12 out of' 11,. gamf:'s played o.rsci 

cl:im::t.XinG the caL1paign by defw.tini; the :;tJ-. c'.ir 1,::;::.•c::: '11-stars at 

:J.co::~w.·y ir. J..u::;l•.st. Or. A:;iril 17, the softball ] ec:,:;.ue ;:;ct un•ier 

way, ~-;:!. th 12 teai::s ccr.iposed o'E 6 ro•.m:::. p;-rs:: .. r.wl, 5 of fl fo.•s. 
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Th•:; ;ih:'c:ic=.l fitness prcgra."" iwn.1t:,11rated in F,~bru::,ry ~Jra<luced 

i:n April 3. etatior. char:ipi0n in the person of 1st Lt J<1mes L. ·,teber, 

of the 407th Squadron, who r,csted a PFR of 72. Runner-u.;1 was FVt 

Harold T• Saunders ::>f the 325th Squadre!l, with a PFR of 6~. 

Socially• the mouth included ari Officer 1e dance on the 29th, 

a.-i Er., dance on the 19th at the Re,i Cross Ae:,:oClub, and t,;o sgymdr>on 

parties a-:: the S!Jecial Services building, the 326th Cl! April l n!ld 

the J?7th on April 26. The latter wa,.;; nctable fa that s-;;_uad1'0n -

officers acte1 ~s bartenders. 

A "1:ar>ber-shop" q_uartette, srior,sored by Special Services, was 

runner-up to "':;he 379th Group in a singi:ng competition held i:.t Shtion 

106 on J.pril 26. The !J.Uartett<:: was composed of S/S.;t E:!mond F. Lyn!'. 

cf the 407th, Sgt Berna!'d L. Windsor of the 446th Sub Dei:ot, Cpl 

Flcyd E. racE!illan of the 326th and Qpl m.mund T. Bodine of Head-

quarters S:J.uadron. 

:'ii th the ad\"ent of sprin_;, t'ls atmosphere !llld activities cf 

the. rled Cross AeroClub Ylere ch.'l.Dged slightly. Thr, ground sur:-ou.'ldir.t:; 

the AeroGl.ub w;:..s dug in the hop;:, of encou.."8.e;ing srass; flowers made 

their appearance on tables; a plot in the back was plo .. ed for a 

vegetable garden. Liore activities were plenn~d for cut-of-doors 

to take· full ::.dva..-it::,.;;e of the loni; twili,;ht, ar.1 nup:plies of soft 

b:.lls, tenni:, e~,.uip1m,nt an,:l other sports z:.a.te:.:iel ,;ere req_uisiti.cred. 

Th"' Ae:-cCli..b-s~onsor<.1 Stati;:;1 -1,uiz '.:.'earu ccntbue:i its uncrol'ce!, 
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ai:. cper!l.tional missic.r:. ,-;•:er the contin0r.t crashed at the e:-id o:: t'.:.e 

en :,pril 

The P".A: was deccr-:cteo. i:r. 3prin...;time coJ_ors during th,: first ,~eek 

o:f the month, Offered i'or the first tirJ8, and augoenting the che~rful 

atr.:-0,;phere were Hershey chocolate bars• first sta1:.u.ard ;'Jl1Gric:1n candy 

to bE> sold, several new magazines, ar,d canned fruit juices. Cle _;.pril 

21, a raUing parallelling tha counters was b'.l.ilt and the "ca;:;hiern 

i:;ystem installed. Several advant~6cs were ill'.llll0diai;ely apparent. On 

the first 1,ior-day followini; iraJtallation, 102C men ,.ere served at an 

avera6e tirae of 23 seccnds _per man. The r,ew system also ter.·led t.~ 

save the custom.er money, si.~ce the &verage overage in the past h:1d 

been about 20 pounds each ;;1onth1 due to customers in crov.ded sales 

lines leuvin@ the cour.ter before rGceiving chan~e. Sales fi~-ures for 

the 1.,onth rrore 2)63 pounds, a drop in :..•evenue f'rcm 1.h.::-ch. at·~::;•:ibutablB 

to th"l shortaees of non-rationed. jte:n:.;;, as w:,11 a.; t:1e 33 l/3% 

d•.·cre::is..: in thr. price cf candy bars. 
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Record beer ccr.o,~ptior. f:::r a sin;::le e,er.i11g at ";he. ::ihlicted. 

ncr:.-supe::.•stitiouso Tu.te1 .\pril 13.. Conm.:mpticn1 13 oai·rels. 
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