occesicn of the Second Anniversarr of this
Groug I owish $o e S Yy perscnzl ogprrociaticrn o 211
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under fhe mest A1ifF7cult and dishezrben ing cordisinang,
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ill Fizld, thanke for refusing o o Lu--un
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celebrate the rext one in the States.r

The statement came on April 1 from Col:nel Lilliam M. Reid, commanding

officer of thke S.rd Bombordment Group. Vhot might have

that ir those two years wers corly 13 operstiocrnal
veridd 95 missicns had been flovrm, several tlicusands of i
and 1.2 enemy aireraft doctroyede

The statement vas hoartsnin, =09 tiwely, © fad

wentle But aftor the high nronmise of the
vers flowm in 12 deys, April cponed vwidt
i
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pavtsrn 2rnecntraled; no plonse wers lost; it wae the S2xnd Crowp'z

10Cth cubat missicne

iz works at Choerpfafionholen,

ailes secuth of lmnich, wes the targed foo Spril 2L, Sxesllent

resulis w.re coteined by 27 nlaznss, bub at %he ccat of 5

3

aireraft last o zevere enemy fighter attackse These airerefd wers
piloted by 2nd Lis Rickard F. Antucny =xd Bornard Heaenfolld of the
%2631 Bombardment Sjusdren, 1st Lt William We Farramore and 214 Lis

P

sarl Howard, ir. and James Ze Zing, sil of thée 4OTEh Sgnadror, L

nz's aiveralfd ezploded over Bllenswil, Suitzerland. Funsyg

services w.re 2eld for Lt sing and : of nis o2rew in Berns

cn Aipril 27, and the belier were Inborrod st Inmsinge
Unitcd Stabes military autherities some tins ogo acguired a

cemetsry,
lst Lt Gordon B. Clubb of e 325th S; uad?*cm hed the dubisus
distinction and near-trapgic experience of tein. ztruck by thes bomb -’
salve of a hicher group, In vidlant evosive ection to avoid the
5vy £lalr et Gbeopfoffernhefern, LS Clubb's ship wes siruck by 2
jelel GP bambs, one shecrin: away the herizortal stabilicer, and the

otiaer knockin: out the #S engine. The latizr beoobd landed on the

-




wing back of the dinghy, boureing into the engine. DIy even nooe
violent evasive acticn, Li Ciubb managed to dislcdge the bomb, bus
not until after hic and his erew had undergone a very tencs sixty
minutes. Upon landing away, at Bradwell Bay, the bomb fuze was
dircovered in the stricken enginee

Cn April 27, for the first time, the Group flew two missions,
tc Bois Coguerel in the morning and %o Nancy/Essey in the afiernoon.
This, the first of the offen-rumoured *double-headers," was not
entirely succeszful, since the target was rot identified in the
morning mission and in conswguence, rc bombs were dropped. Resulis
in the afiernoon were better, and all aircrsft returned safely
from each missione

Of the 16 aireraft lost Juring the mexth, the 325%h Sguedron
had 6, the 326%h 5, the 4OTth L and the 327th, 1. (See Appendix A.)

Awerds for the montk inciuded 1 Silver Star, 27 DFCs and Z&€
Air ledelse OQak Leaf (lucters were presented to 2 holdsrs of the
DFC and o 182 holders of the Air liedsl. (See izvendix Ba)

T/Sat Jemes C. Underwood, Jre, a radio operator-gunrer of
the 325%h Boxbardment S usdron, was prescnbed the Silver Shar,
the Distinguished Flying Oross, the Air Bedsl ond «. Ock Lead
Cluster to the Air liedzl, This guedruple award, earned in the
Southwest Paeifie theatsr during 1942 and 1943, vas given Sgi;'
Underwocd on April 8. Three days later, i’lyix;g his 75%h combat

mission of the war end his 16%h in the EDC, Szt Underwood was
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lost in the disnsber thaf overvhelmsd his suuasdren at Stelttir., The
airereft in vhieh he flew, pilot=d by lst LI John Re Weaver, Jr.,
was believed to have expleded about 12 miles north of Brunswick,

an early victim of the savage fighier atieck on the high group

that daye. Sgt Undervoocd, vho entersd gervice frem Iilssouri, hed
joined the Grouy in December of 133,

Cfficer prauctiona during the month were 1 to Injory 7 %o
Cartain; 2 to lst Lieutenant. (Bee ippendix C.)

31 Officers and 40 enlisted mern complebded tours of duty. (See
Appendix D.) On April 19, Mz jor Julian Re Thornton, Joes Group
Bonbardier, and Injor Janes K. Lichoushlin, fsst. Group Cperadions,
after baving comnleted their initisl operational tours, left on
30 day leave. Destination: USSe TUpnor their return, they will
begin an additional tour.

Althoush the Group was aleried mors days in April Than in
any previous morth, the $raining progrems were setisfactorily
maintained, and in some caterories, incremssed. The Link Trainers
operated a totel of 279 hours in #April, == against 188 hours in
Narch.

During the month, a sighting platform was inzénlled in the
Flexible Gumnnery end Turrst Training ;;angar which, together with
other improvements, further develoned the gunnery brairing prograime
Training was alforded for every gu: positior, and the turret trainer
schedile practically doubleds On one nca-operational day, 79 turvet

Fd
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;unner: needed instruction, an increase of seversl hundred b

chivfly confined to

cvrement and issuance of Class I and Class IV supplies. A1 T/D:
shortages were breought up to dates The Stzticn Gas Defense Plar
was rewritten and revised, oublining comnletely the procedure,
personnel involved and action to be taken in the 'svent of enemy
gas atback. Chemical incendiaries loaded in /pril were congidare
ably less than in larchs. In the second week of the mopith, the
32nd Station Complement hegen o 15 hour %rcaining ccurse covering
all the important phases of defense against chemicel attacks

wwork was begun in 4April on a pipe-laying project fc divert
part of the sewoge from Comaunal Site-B to the sewage plant located
norbh of Communal Site A. The work vas inikted snd hardled by the
British Alr Ministry under reverse lend-lezse,

The ¥D.Co, Bias " system, an emergency lighting arrag.wicct proe-
viding the base with lights for ihe Tecimiezgl Site and flyinge Sicdd
in the event cf a pover breakdown, was installed Juring the montha

Wiring was done by the Adr Minisiry, The cystem could be set into

operation by switches controlled by both the Commanding Cfficer and

the Station Ingineer, bul cold rot bs turned >TL excent by the
latbtere

An inersase in the venereal disezse rete wes nebod Juring the
waek of April 3~1%, vhen & pew ouses -ere renorted. The ¥D rate had

7=
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zligh$ly increesed in Jaruary and Februsry over previous months znd
had dropped somewhst in linrch. Personnel were cautionsd to improve
the conditicns

Deginning with the indterrogation after the first operationnl
mission on the 10%h, the lzdieal Section authcx:izeé the iszvance

of "60 ec of Spiritus Frumensi’ to cambat rersonnel only, In less

invclved langusge, Shis meznt & healthy shobt of Scotch vhisky., Bulb

the issuance was clinically severs, supervised by medicul cofficzrs;

each portion was sipgned for; and thirsty ground perscnnel were, as

one S-2 officer put it, "mere ghosts abt the fenst.®

On ‘pril 5, all npasses and frrloushs excent Jor men on combatb

were cancelled until further notice, an order wiich caused corsider-

able spectlatione It was generally sgrazd to be beecause of Faster
or becauss of the impending invasion, or bothe aster passed, the
invesion still impended, snd further notice»game several dasrs
later, in ths form of a new area- pass systeps Later in the ronih
the old type pass was restorad, bu’; with a 2h hour limit instead
of the L8 hours previcusly enjoyed.

Tue station baseball bexn was organiced and began practics on
April 11 fer the season to shart a month latere The 1945 bean hed
been signally successfid, winning 12 out of 1l kemes played and
climnxing the campa:?.@l by defeasing the Z%h Alr Iorec *1l-Stars at
Mecrbury in Suspste On April 17, the sof$ball leasue sot under
way, with 1z teams composed of ground perscnnel, 5 of flisrs,

-




Thz physical fitress pregram innugurated in Februsry aroduced

in April 2 station champion in ithe person of lst Li James L. \igber,
of the LO7th Syuadron, who nosted & PFR of 72, Runner-un was Pvi
Harold T. Saunders of the 325%th Sguadrem, with a PFR of 61,

Socially; the month included an Cfficer's dance on the 29th,
an 31 dance on the 13th at the Red Cross fsveClub, and two aguadron
parties gt the Special Services building, the 325th or April 1 and
the 327th on April 26. The latter was noiable in that squadron -
officers acted &s bartenders.

A& "earber-ghop* guartebte, sponsored by Specisl Services, was
runner-up to the 279th Group in a singing compebition held st Station
106 on April 26, The quartéttc_was compesed of §/Sst mond F. Lyan
cf the 407th, Sgt Bernard L, Windsor of the Lh5th Sub Depot, Cpl
Floyd B. lpdlllan of the 325th and Cpl Bimund T. Bodine of Head-
cuarters Sguadron.

Viith the advent of spring, the eimospherc and ectividies of
the Red Cross Aeroflub wers changed slightly, The ground surrounding
the feroflub wus dug in the hope of encoureging gross; floﬁers made
their eppearence on %ables; a plob in the back was plowed Tor a
vegetable garden. Liore activities were plenned for cut-8f-doors
to take full zdvantsge of the long twilizhb, ard surpliss of soft
balls, fennis equipment and other spords materisl were reunisitiorsds

The fercCluvb-sponsored Staticn wuiz Team eontinued its untroken

n .

string of successes cn Spril 18 by defexiins a te erresentirg she
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ar cperstional missicr <ver the eontincnt crashed at the end of the
runwey. The pilct was uninjured, albdhough the rlare wasz badly damers o
n April 2L, ancther F-38 crashed botuees Podingbton nrd Chelvesten,
near the Bedford-Rushdsn ronde. liediczl persopn:l and arbulances were

diszetched tc Sho scerne, bub Chelveston perscnnsl were already Thers
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igned responsibility of caring for ih
had driven into the giound, and the rildt killed,
The PX was deccrzied in sprinctime colors during the first weck
of the month. Offered for the first tims, and augmenting the cheerful
atwosphere were Hershey chocolate bars, first siandsrd fmerican candy
to be sold, seversl new magzzines, and canned fruit juices. & ipril
21, & railirg parallelling the counbters was built and the #cashier®
system installed. Several advaninges were immediaiely spparent. On
the first iorday following inctallation, 102C men were served at an
average time of 23 seccnds per men. The rew systzm also tenled n
save the c:us‘aomer money, since the sverage overage in the past had
been aboutb 25 pounds each zonth, due to customers in crovwded sales
lines leaving the counber befcre receiving changes Sales figures for
the month were 2363 pounds, a drop in revenue from lzreh, atirilutable

to the shorteges of non-raticned items, as w2ll ac %he 33 1/33

dcvereass in the price of candy bars.
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Record beer congvmpbion for a single evening at the Tmlicted

near the middle of the month ny GIs, thirsty and

ner-superstitious, Dates Jpril 13. Conswnpticni 13 varrels.
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