
tou1fl.rd t:1e 1.etr10rlar.d.s. 

In these airborne invasior,s-- tire lar~est ever und.erta1~en--

'.Liere~fter, ti1e tid.e of battle, wt.i:..e not recedin;-, ctid 

little T.ore tn1rn stey level. Three f,qc tors-- ir.cre,~sed ene:::y 

I 



the s:;;allest !lci"Jlcr sir,ce .-;.pril. 443 aircr9f t were ,ii.sp-:itched 

The "'borti ·;e 

e:caft lJsses were the r-.ost seve::--e since ,;..~;ril; 14 crtiws ,:ia not 

Tr.e :aos t ,lisastrous period 

in Group i-~istory occurred 0n Septe11ber 11 ena 13, when 12 planes 

were. l?st ir. consecutive i,1is.:;_;_or.s to :.:erseb-.n,c:. ':.'1:e L:.:ftl':affe, 

its strencth, 

for::-,erl:r dispersed t.nro:.._;Lou.t ·,"i"esterr. ::;,.:rope, v:as :i.ow concentrated 

•!:i ti:1j n the borders of t:.e i:h,ich. 

(;nly 

'IIIIL. ...... 
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t~e Sie~fried Line. 

~- ~) ~--~; 
~~ ~ 

11 1 shoul:l liAe to ex;,ress .oJ .a.-,;.,reciation of splen :'.id 
su9 .... ort :·iven tl:e 1st .n.llled rtirborr,e .,.r~y t-:,· ;:our 
,-dp Force on D en,1. subseque,:t :lays of our opert-,tio:;s 
in :!ollar.d.. ~scort ar.:l cover ,n•c,vi(•.e6. t,y you:r' fi,0•r: ters 
;,r.,l a.;r-;r,1ssi ve offer.si ve nction ty YO'..ll' bo::.t.,rs ar.d 
fi~ntt1rs in &tt2.cLin,; er,e:i:J batteries, flat~ install~ticns 
respor,siole fo2 succesRf:.il 00,::1,,let::.or, of trocv CP...·~•if;::' 
iJissi0n. ciGfuber !'eotA.:,J91J" beaut1tul}y exr:cuted ...... anr 
tt,[lnl~s to t,11 rr--n~~s fO'.' o;.1tstanrii::1,7 ,<>lS. 11 

:;f ir,activity, cr.cJ.sed, accord.in, t.:i ·:r:e ,,e:=:t:(.er Cffice, ';;y 11 a 

successior, o:' low pressure syste::1s wr;icn bro'.lc .• t ~recipi tation 

Gn Septc:nber 5, ;:;J planes ··;ere ,"'.!sp-=itcl:ed to ett:,ck 

tl:e "Jn:'!'.:noth I.G. Farben Industrie cr.e 1i0Al _::il11r,t :ct Lwiwi;-sr:.;;ver. • 

• , fa 
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"j"''. ") ' ..... 

\~ ~¥1 b 

.lssi~~ in 0ction. 

unique ar.J. not :.:npleasant, befell t;:;.e crew of ,::nJ. l.. ~ Eo:>e.ce 

The ax_plo,,atioh see:.ed ul :.ost fiction,:,l. 3eili,,ci out 

I 



On Septe ·.tcr 11, tl:e s;.,:,tr.etic oil '.Jlnntr !'lt: e:ese::.,:.r,:t, 

I I ._.._.. 



- - _,_ 
, a T ~ • - ~-. . .... -~ ~ -

and·'.2;1:l Lt "{<>rren D. St,<illinf's. ",or we.s this the exter.t of' the 

.I 



I 

3). 

Gak Leef Jlustere ~•~rded were: ~ to the 

D?C, 172 to t:~e Air ::eupl. 

f6 to 1st Liouten~ct. (see ~0~endix G). In 3eotB-:ibi:r, 43 officers 

ana. o0 ;::;;,: co:::pleted tours ,'.Jf ,:;_uty. (5ee :i.:)perd.ix D ). 

The S-roup cor:-,9}etP.d its ;?rjQt~1 com"bet ~,lssion ,,,hen 

13t Colo~ne. 

tton in t:ie eArly s;:;rir.,_; )f 1842. He succee-ieli. Col0nel :,illie.m 

:.:. neid, w:no i1.ad been r.osp,i tali zed since :l, ... :::;:..i.st 26, re~overir,.-; 

tire hen. 

-7-
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lt t';, f:~1 
,. ... ~:~ ~, ~ ~ 

•. ,...:... 
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e" f:-..>I « ... ~ . E 1~ 
..... ~& 

\! .. .( \'.,..J ~~ 
V il""'1 

feerea.. 



s ~ r, r.:.i ,:.--r.-n ,......, .... i Jk,. ¼;;;I tu ~ 

:i:. i::llefsor. f;nd Lo:.;is Golino. 

TiJ.~ Group 3-unnery section ,ad·~~ed C r.e1s Instruct,)r-Gunners to 

:J1ission::: e.•_:cL · ,onth, ana. assist in [ll:i ,::.Lnses of run:-,ery tr =:.in-

::.~· ~:;-~-· ff•~ 
:::;, :;...._,...l,_i:,.;.. L 

.J l .. ....,,llljlL 



;:: .. rin,~ t::.e .wnth, ::a.s tl:e succese of nlli ed ?l'::.s ,'!"1:,d.ually 

to 103. 

-11-
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tol'i o:' their cxperienc-3s nnd c,r.swered c:,_u2,i:,tlons pt tl:.e .".ed. _;2oss 

at E.c .iost rt.eater ir. :::. .:er.ere:!. diSC'.lSFiun :wo;:-;ram, a".;terdeJ by 

I 
,c· ~· 
~ "'11 J:l 
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