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SECRET 

November, by tradition, ls one or the bad-weather months 

1n England and Northern Europe; 1 ta daYs are cold and damp and 

depressingly short; a chill tog blankets the countryside. In 

consequence, the hazards of operational flying- or take-otts 

, and landings particularly- are consldsrably increased. November 

or 194" proved no exception to thie d1sllal rule. Yet- para­

dox1callJ enough- llovember eaw tbe 92nd Bombardment Group turn 

1n the beet oper.atlonal month or its history. It was not the 

biggest operational month. But it was the beat. Aircraft loaaea 

and abortive• were at new record lows. 

The rain and mud and m1at contribu~d to a slowdown all 

•long the Western Front, where 6 Allied arales ham.ared atead11J 

at the 8iegtr1ed detenaea along the •oo all•• between 1be Dutch 

tlatlanda and the Belfort Gap. Higbl1ght1~ the ground ottenahea 

were the ca1>ture or Chtilenltlrohen, eut or Aachen, by the comb-
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1ned US First and Ninth arm1ea and the Br1 t1ah Second army, 

and the enveloping or the tamoua tor trees cl ty or Metz by Gen­

eral Patton' a US Third army. The 92nd Bomb Group a1ded in each 

ot ''1lese ach1evementa; the two tactical m1ss1ons tlown dUr1ng 

the 110nth were to blast gun emplacement• south and east or Metz 

on November 9, and to attack miscellaneous tactical targets 1n 

the Eschweiler area northeast or Aaohen on November 16. That 

the aas1stance or the 8th Alr Foroe was etteotive was attested 

by 3 commendations received during the month trom Lt General 

James Dool.1 ttle: 

••Artillery to1'Ward observer reports many bombe 
tell on Alene Group ot torte during the attack 
on morning or November 9 and artillery tire tel"­
mlnated at once. Towne ot Purnoy-Le-Gra•s•, 
Vern, and Goin were also hit ettect1vely.Please 
express our gratitude. Sgd CG XX Corpe.• It 
1s moat gratifying to forward auah a meaaage. 
Please convey it to members ot yo\11" COlllllaDd 
together w1 th my congi-atulationa. It ind1oates 
the high standard or combat ett1c1enoyww1 th.in 
your respective unS;is.• 

•on November 16 the 8th Air Force pertar■ed one 
. -ot 1 ta moat outetand1ng operauona. The toroe 

took ott under extremely adver•• baae weather 
cond1t1one and succe~•tully attacked target■ on 
the 1mmed1ata tront ot our ground troops al■oat 
exolus1 vely by ins truaent technique w1 th 'fffY 
good results. Ground oo■■an4ers nre highly 
pleased and report all bo■bs on or near the 
targe ta, w1 th no in Juries to friendly troops • 
It was a difficult task well done and I co ... nd 
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you tor the capable and ett1c1ent manner 1n 
llhiah 1t waa conducted.' 

•It 1a a pleaaure to forward the following 
meeeage trom the CG lO&th Intantry D1vie1onz 
'Dougbboye thank you tor a tine Job. Certain­
ly appreciated it. Pleaae 1ntora all part10-
lpant1. Sgd Terry Allen.• Such a meeeage 
,1P1t1ee the teamwork which ia doing 10 much 
to knock out our common enemy.• 

The Group's operational etat1st1ce tor November made good 

reading. There •ere 17 alert,, 14 ll1111ona briefed. US 

m1eaions were flown, ll ot which attacked etrateg1c target,. 

Prr bom~ing technique was ueed almoet entirely; rtaua.l rune 

were made on tagete ot opportunity in the Herateld and Hun­

afeld areas on November ?.l; OH technique wae employed on the 

two tactical m1aa1one ot November 9 and November 16. 467 air­

craft ••re dispatched, and 466 attacked. Abort1ne totalled 

5, or about l~ ot aircraft dispatched; thia figure was a new 

low. Only l plane was loa t, to llalte the phenomenally low 

t1gure ot 2/10 or l~ ot a1roratt d1epatche4. The lose came 

on the November 30 attack on lleraeburg; at that t1■e the Group 

had completed 21 auccesain 111ee1ona without 1011, alao a 

record. 

Cloud cover on the Continent wae oonaiatentl7 denae, 

varying trom <1./lOtha to lOJlOthe, w1 th the latter ooncll tion 

the more prevalent. That the Group wae able to tl7 ae aan7 
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m1aalone and dlepatch •• many alrcratt ae lt dld (13 mlee1one, 

46? alrcratt dlepatched ae agalnat 4 m.laeiona, 89 alrcratt dle­

Patobed ln November, 19,3) wae a e1gnlt'1cant collllll8ntar7 both on 

the growth ot the atri king power ot the 8th Air Force and the 

development ot inetruunt bombing technique. Installed in 

August, Prr equipment and tac1lit1ea bad been drawn trom other 

tielda, and radar navigator• aeaigned from Chelveaton and 

Alconbury. (See PHOTO SUPPLEMENT.) 

The Group'• tine operational record in November wae ex­

plainable in several waya. The exPlanation atarted at the 

command level: there was no doubt that morale and apiri t 

had shown a definite i•provement aince September. Superi or 

maintenance wu a maJor factor in the low abortive rate; 

good alrmanebip and good luck were reeponaible tor the low 

lo•• rate. It wae true that the Luttwatte atayed pretty 

cloHly to the ground in November; 1t waa also true that 

tormat1one were cleaner and tighter (eee PHOTO SUPPLEMENT) 

and that the augmented training program•, both air and ground, 

put into ettect in October were paying dividend•• 

Wain target or the month waa the I.G. Farben1ndlletr1e'• 

mammoth eyntbet1c 011 plant at Leuna, 3 mile• aouth ot lleree­

burg. Rated tbe No. l target on the prioritJ liet, tbe plant 
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was esti11ated to produce 1qc or the Reich'e aynthetic 011, 

l/3rd or German ammonia, other chemicals. '!he 92nd Group 

attacked t.he plant on November 2, a, 26 and 30. The nrat 

or theae mlsaiona to ~eraeburg produced one or the Group•• 
great stories·. 

Leading the lat A1r D1via1on on that day •u an especially 

•elected veteran crew or the 326th Squadron, with Col Jamee 

w. Wilson, Group CO a• Air DiY1a1on Commander and co-pilot• 

Ma.Jor Ernest O. Hardin, Jr, CO or the 326th Squa&-on, •a• the 

pilot, Capt Stanley E. Hall and CaPt Erro A. llichelaon, Squad.­

ron Navigator and Bombardier, reapect1nly, were in tb.oae poa­

lt1ons, and lat Lt Frank L. rabec, Group Radar Navigator, oper­

ated the PFF equlp•nt. Other crew members included let Lt 

George J. Knoble, co-nartgator; lat Lt John J. StaPlee, uaually 

.lilaJor Hardi·n'e co-pilot, who tlew u ta11 gunner; T/Sgt Charle• 

M. Few, veteran engineer who had flown on the Group'• t1rat 

m1aa1on in the early tall ot 1942; T/Sgt Monroe E. Goldatein, 

radio operator and 8/Sgt Robert L. Davidson, waiat guMer. 

Addi nonally, 2nd Lt Herb Palmer, STARS, AND S'lRIJ>ES corre •­

pondent, who had been on the ba•• for ten da7• to gather a 

apecial feature atory, flew u •al•t gunner. The total a1aaiona 

flown by member• or tbia ore• ••• 364. Their collectin ex-
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per1ence waa extens1Te. 

The latter factor stood the crew 1n good stead, tor their 

Fortresa, •satan'a Lady,• ahowed an unfortunate pred1leot1on 

toward 11 Ting up to her name, carrying through e bell or rlak. 

burst• over the target, generally regarded aa the moat heavily 

defended 1n the Reich. Juet after bombe a•aY, 2 engine• were 

knocked out. Allloat simultaneously, 6 members or the crew were 

inJured, although none seriously enough to cause 1ncaPacitat1on. 

In an effort to maintain flying speed, all Jettieonable equiP­

~ent except guns and anuaan1t1on WaJI d1apoeed or; deap:~e th1a, 

with 2 engines gone, the alrcratt loet altitude atead1ly and 

•a• soon flying alone. The poe1 Uon wae unenT1able in the ex­

tre•; intelligence report• had incUoated that <&00 enemy fighters 

were in the vicinity, and it was decided to fly aboTe and in 

a cloud layer at abouft 7 to 8000 feet. It wae at thia point 

that the a1rmanahip, d1acipl1ne and elCJ)erience or the Hlect 

crew proved moat •aluable. 

Col Wilson ard llaJor HarcUn ~lt1ltully nureed the ah1p 

along. A abort d1atance trom the' Dutch border, lee began col­

lecting on the w1nge and controls, and under th1a a4d1t1onal 

hancUcap, •satan•• Lady• ataggered on. Suddenly the aircraft 

went int o a apin, tiret to the r1gbt and then to the lett. 

-6-
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During tbe spin, and 1n accordance with a prev1ously-d1ecuesed 

plan, WaJor Hardin ordered a bail-out; Capt Hall, Lt Staples 

and Lt Knoble parachuted before the two pilots regained control 

of tbe aircraft and the order could be reec1nded. 2000 feet 

of altitude had been loet. Over the Engl1eh Channel at last, 

guna and &m111Lln1t1on were Jettisoned. Circling the a1rt1eld at 

Woodbridge, 1 t was discovered tbat the undercarriage and tlaP 

controls had been knocked out and that a crash landing •a• nec­

essary. Crew member• went to crash etat1one and liiaJor Hardin 

1 floated 1 the plane into what the RAF tly1ng control officer 

at Woodbridge described aa the beat crash landing he had ever 

aeen. (See PHOTO SU!- ~·~EMENT.) 

011 re fineries at Ha.mburg were v1e1 ted twice during the 

month, on NoYember 4 and November s. On the eecond of these 

ra1de, the crew of let Lt Cyrue Broman of the 327th Squadron 

had an unique and unpleasant experience . Flak on the wu to 

the target had knocked out' 2 engine -, 1d Lt Broaan trailed th• 

for■at1on by 20 dllee. Bo■ba away, he turned tor home. Sev­

eral minute• later • n 1901 • appeared, one ot the few times 

during tbe month when enemy fighter• ••re eeen. For 5 minute• 

or 110re, Ule ene111 planH flew along, apparently deli berating 

a plan of attack, reepectfully remaining Juet oute1de tbe range 

SEC.Rfl 
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ot the 50 cal1 bre machlne guna wbicb, w1 tbout tiring, tracked 

their every move. Juet ae the enemy swung into position tor 

an attack, 10 Mustang• appeared tro■ nowhere. The FW 190 1 ■ 

fled. Spine-tingling tactl the 50 calibre's were 1 dead, 1 

Jpmed by frozen moisture. 

On the month'• second tactical miee!on, 48 aircraft 

dropped fragmentation bomba in the Eechweiler area on NoTember 

16, in eupport ot a maJor ground ottena1Tee Weather conditions 

over Engl~d on their return necessitated a landing at Bartord 

St. John. CaPt William H. McKelTy, 325th Squadron Engineering 

Otticer, w1 th a cadre ot 28 enl1e ted •n, devoted 36 hours not 

only in repairing ~11 damaged aircraft but in mortng a number 

ot plane• which had become almost hopelessly ■ired. In the 

face ot adverse weather oond1 t1ons and w1 th a distressing lack 

or equipment, Capt MoKelvy completed bis assignment in record 

time. Fer his etticiency on this occasion, CaPt McKelTy was 

otticially commended by Col Jamee w. Wilson, Group co. (See 

PHOTO SUPPLEMENT.) 

On Non■ber 26 and again on Nonmber 29, aircraft or the 

Group attacked the oil refineries at llieburg, rated the No. 2 

target on the priority 11st. Leading the toraat1on onr the 

target on the Nonmber 26 ■iHion, the aircraft piloted by let 

-s-
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Lt Walter Ki~kbride ot the 327th Squadron was heavily hit by 

tlalt and tell out ot the tormat1on with the f' engine on tire, 

shortly atter bomba away. For a time, t.he Group'a perfect 

record tor the month wavered in the balance, then word was 

receiYed that Lt Kirkbride had oraah-landed in Belgium, 8 

lllilea behind the lines. s/Sgt Arthur E. Wilson, ball turret 

gunner, was killed instantly by a piece or tlak which pierced 

hie heart, 5/Sgt William P. Morgan, waist gunner, was slightly 

1nJured in the right forearm. (See PHOTO SUPPLEMENT.) 

The month's sole loss came on the very laat day, over 

Merseburg, when the aircraft piloted by lat Lt Arthur u. Smith 

ot the 326th Squadron tell out ot tormation at the target atter 

a direct tlak burat had started a tire between the #3 and 114 

engines. Inoomplete eye-witne•• report• indicated that a gas­

oline tank explOded and the rigbt wing ot the airoratt troa 

the It& engine out 'trolte away. The plane went into a flat ep1n, 

amolting and losing altitude raPidly until loet trom view. (See 

APPENDIX B. ) 

Awards made during the 110nth included 1 Diatinguiahed Ser­

vice CroH, 2 Silver Stare, 52 IPC'• ot wbioh •s were tor oomp­

letion ot miaaions, 3 Bronze Stare, 1 Soldier's Medal, 5 Purple 



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

Hearte and 129 Air Medal•• Oak Leaf Cluaters awarded were: 

5 to the DFC, l to the Purple Heart, and 408 to the Air Medal. 

The DSC, second highest decoration._ bravery, was 

awarded to Capt Charles w. Hodgea, a pilot formerly ot the 

326th Squadron and since evacuated to the US, tor eztraord1nar1 

heroia■ on a mi ■eion to Hamburg, June 18. Leading a squadron 

over the target, Capt Hodgea• a1rcratt took a terrific flak 

burst directly in the tl1ght deck. The blast killed the co1111and 

pilot, CaPt Robert; J. Crutcher ot the 327th Squadron, blew ott 

Capt Hodges left toot and ehattered his Jaw. The cockpit wu 

reduced to a mass ot wreckage, the instrument panel completely 

destroyed and a a&Jar-ity or the control.a rendered inoperative. 

The dead body ot Capt Crutcher •a• wedged against the control 

column and the aircraft wnt into a two mile d1 ve before CaPt 

Hod£es, completely disregarding hie extraordinarily Painful 

inJurlee, ••• able to right the ahip at 13000 feet and to a11i1t 

in bringing it eaetly hoae. The award ot the DSC to Capt Hodgee 

••• the tourth euch decoration to be won by members or the Group; 

Pl"ev1oua ••arda having been ■ade to Col Jaaes w. Wilson, Group 

CO, L~ Col 1'1111u M. Buck, toraer Group Air Ezecut1~, and 

8/Sgt Winston M. Toomey ot the 327th Squadron. 

SECRET 
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Hearte and 129 Air Medals. Oak ·Leat Cluatera awarded werea 

5 to the DFC, l to the Purple Heart, and 408 to the Air Medal. 

The DSC, eecond higbeat decoration._ bravery, wae 

awarded to Capt Charles•• HOdgee, a pilot tormerly ot the 

326th Squadron and since evacuated to the us, tor extraordinary 

heroie■ on a 1111eeion to Hamburg, June 18. Leading a equadron 

over the target, capt Hodge•' aircratt took a territic tlak 

buret directly in the tlight deck. The blaet kilhd the command 

pilot, CaJ>t Robert J. Crutcher ot the 327th Squadron, blew ott 

Capt Hodgee lett root and ehattered bis Jaw. The cockpit waa 

reduced to a mass or wreckage, the instru~ent panel completely 

destroyed and a a&Jcrity ot the controle rendered inoperative. 

The dead body ot Capt Crutcher was wedged against the control 

column and the aircraft nnt into a two mile d1 ve before CaPt 

Hodgee, completely disregarding his extraordinarily painful 

lnJurlee, was able to rlgbt t.he ehip at 1~000 feet an~ to aaaiet 

ln bringing 1 t aaetly home. The award ot tbe DSC to Capt Hodges 

waa the rourth such decoration to be won by membere ot the -Group; 

previoue awarde having been made to Col Jaaea •• Wilaon, Group 

co, Lt Col William M. Buck, roraer Group Air Executive, and 

S/Sgt Winston w. Toomey or the 327th Squadron. 

-10.. 
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The Silver Stare were won by Lt Col Robert P. Riordan, 

Group Air Executive, and Cas>tain Frederick T. Praaae, formerly 

Operatione otficer of the 326th Squadron, since returne~ to 

the u~. Col Riordan •a decoration was presented by Col Wilson 

at an awards ceremony during the month. (See PHOTO SUPPLEMENT). 

While leading a Combat Wing on an attack on ~ernberg, Germany 

in Fetruary of 19'", Col Riordan'• initiative, combat tactics 

and self poaaeasion were fully called upon. Just after cross­

ing the Channel, the formation behind turned back and shortly 

thereafter all escorting fignters disa])peared. Alone and un­

escorted, Col Riordan led his formation to the target, bombed 

successfully, and withdrew. From the target to the coaat, the 

formation wsa under continuous but unsuccessful tignter attack. 

The presentation to Capt Erro A. Michelson, 326th Squadron 

Bombardier, ot the Purple Heart and 2 9ak Lear Clusters to the 

DFC at an awarde ceremony di;.ring the month highlighted the tact 

that Capt Michelson, long recognieed as one or the 8th Air Force's 

foremost bombarp.1era, wae very likely its most decorated. (See 

PHOTO SUPPLEMENT.) Holder ot the DFC with 4 Clueters, the .lir 

Medal with 6 Clusters, CaPt Michelson was awarded the Purple 

Heart tor a wound sustained on the November 2 m1ea1on to Merae-

t-- • 
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burg. AJJ bombardier or the veaeran crew command~d by Col 

Wilson, leading the lat Air D1v1a1on, Oapt M1chelson•a skill 

was ev1dsnoed over the target end again on the way home, when 

.b1a · knowledge of German landmarks aided 1.mmeasurably 1n keep,. 

1ng the crippled aircraft on course. 

T/Sgt Theodore c. Franklin, radio operator ot the 327th 

.Squadron, received the Soldier's Medal tor h1s heroism 1n oav-

1ng the 11te or a fellow crew mel!lber, T/Sgt w1·111am A. Sanderso:1, 

engi neer , ~rter a crash-landing 1n Belgium rollow1ng the raid 

on Werseburg on September 13. The a1rc~art bounced 1nto the 

air after landing and plunged into a woods out or control. 

Fire broke out immediately. Sgt Franklin, knocked unconscious, 

regained h1s senses to find himself hanging head downward from 

the flaming wreckage. Bleeding pro tusely, he r reed himself and 

stasgered away from the crash, than turned back when he heard 

someone struggl1ng . w1th1n. Despite h1e inJuries and the real­

ization that an explosion was imminent, he crawled back 1nto the 

plane and extricated Sgt Sanderson. The airers.rt exploded •~n 

the two men were only a few yards away, •Pattering t.be■ •1th 

burning gasoline. British soldiers rushed to their rescue, ex­

tinguished their flaming clothing and toolt them to a hospital. 

During November 29 ottioers and 53 enlisted men t1n111hed 

tours or duty. (See APPENDIX c.) orr~.cer promotioni. made dur­

ing the month were: l to Colonel, 2 to Lt Colonel, 3 to WaJor, 

.. ... 
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13 to Captain, 26 to let Lieutenant. (See APPENDIX D.) Promoted 

on November 6, Col Jamee w. Wilson, Group CO, celebrated in 

traditional army style by assuming the bar bills the following 

evening at both the Officer's Club and the Enlisted Men's Bar. 

Promoted to Lt Col were Ma.Jore James K. McLaughlin and William 

H. Nelson, Group Operations Officer and CO ot the 407th Squadron, 

respectively. (See PHOTO SUPPLEUENT.) 

A change 1n dUty assignment shifted Capt Mellor w. Stevenson, 

Training Officer to the 407th Squadron as Ground Execut1 Ye, euc­

ceed1ng lla.Jor Willian c. List, who returned to the US. let Lt 

Lucian W. Nowlin ot the 407th Squadron replaced Car>t Steven eon 

aa Training Ott1c1tr, and 1st Lt William M. Sage became G!-9up 

Statistical Otticer. lat Lt Charles I. Chambers or the 325th 

Squadron succeeded Capt Leslie G. Gerdts or the 327th Squadron 

as Signals Supply Officer. 

The training program ••• generally continued at the increaaea 

level attained in October. MaJor John c. Prosch, Group Gunnery 

Otticer,was on detached service tor the better part ot the month 

at Bth Air Force Headquarter•, and during hie absel'\ce, was re­

placed by lat Lt Vernon E. Koch. An innoqtion during the 110nth 

was the eatabl1sh•n t or a Combat Intelligence Library: intor.., 

ation gathered from combat experience and covering aircraft 

-13-
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recognition, German Air Force tactics and miscellaneous help.. 

tul tips trom the various Air Forces. Short lectures were 

given from time to time in connection with the library mat~r-

1al, and 1 t was exPectet to become a part ot the reguld 

training program, inasmuch ae winter weather prohibited tull 

use ot the Flexible Skeet Range. 

During tbe month, the Link Trainer reached a new high 

in personnel trained, with•?• men attending classes. At the 

beginning or the month, operation ot the GEE trainer began 

1n the Link bu1ld1~. Originally a part or the Link program, 

GEE training had been turned over to the Radar section, and, 

due to apace reallocation, reinstalled in November. 

The Britiah and American Bombtralners showed a total or 

231 training hours tor the month, down from the reoord or 

291 hours set in August. A E>-1? plexiglau nose w1 th the 

bombardier'• panel and bomb rack.a was inatalle4; it ••• 

hoped that a better knowledge or the inatrumenta in the nose 

and bomb ba7 would result trom this deYelopment. 'ftle 327th 

Squadron led all other uni ta tor the month with a total or 

?? hours ot bombaigbt training. 

With the use or incendiaries restricted by tactical de­

ciaione, CWS activitiea during the month were routine. loY­

ember weather turned the bomb-dump into a quapl.N which · nec­

-1._ 
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essitated a 1 111Ud-control• campaign. In turtherance ot the 

•exchange-ot-vtaita• program inaugurated in October, lat Lt• 

John•• Leuachner and Daniel D. Willer apent several days at 

a tighter base, studying chemical operation• there. 

2 notable changes in mi,dical treatment occurred during 

the month; eaon ot these was instituted primarily tor the 

benetit ot tly1ng personnel, but both were uaed tor aome or 

the ground personnel as well. An eye, ear, noae and throat 

specialist, Major Eachbrenner, MC, waa asaigned to let Bom·:, 

Division to visit the varioua atationa to exal!l1ne personnel 

who had trouble keeping their ear• cleared while flying; equip,­

unt was carried on the trip and Radium treatmenta were ad­

minatered wpen examination indicated its necessity. On Nov­

ember 11, the prophylactic administration ot aultad1ar.1ne to 

all fiying personnel tor the prevention of respiratory in­

fections was instituted. One t gram tablet was giftn daily 

at roll call, and taken at that time. Neither of these new 

treatments interterred with operational flying, or necessi­

tated any removal from flying status. 

The ETO Blood Team No. 2, composed ot Lt Altman, we, and 

8 enlisted men, visited the atation November 16, 17 and 18. 

A total ot 488 pints or whole blood w&B collected: only 

-16-
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type "0 1 blood wae taken, and only voluntary donors among 

ground personnel were used. This blood w.u sent to the Blood 

Team Headquarters 1~ England, processed (retyped, checked tor 

syph111e, and any bacterial contamination) and then tlown to 

the battletronta in Germany, France and Holland, delivered 

and ready tor use •1 thin 49 hours atter being taken 1'rom the 

donor. 

let Lt Kilton Corb or H~ Squadron, appointed in October 

aa Intormat1on--Educat1on Otticer, attended a? day course in 

London on the subJect early in the month. (See PHOTO SUPPLE­

ME~T.) Upon hla return, the tirst tentative Ateps in organ,. 

idng the vast Army Intormation and Educational Program •ere 

taken; designed to be the maJor activity ot all army uni ta 

in the interim period tollOWing the cessation or hoetilit1ea 

in one theatre and prior to transfer. On November 25, squad­

ron bulletin boards aa well a• the Tannoy system announced 

the program, aaked tor teachers aa well ae atudente, UAted 

the couraea available. The first phase, expected to actually 

begin in Januar1, •a• ehtirely ..-oluntar7; intended ll&inly to 

eatabliah a nucleus tor the day when hoat111t1es oe.saa and 

the progra11 in 1 ta an t1ret7 got underway. At month's end, 

20 teachere had volunteered to instruct eubJeota ranging 
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from Trigonometry to Live Stock Raising; over 70 students had 

enrolled. 

A flurry or excitement swept t.be field the night or NoY­

ember 12, when reports that several escaped German prisoners 

11118h t be in the v1c1n1 t7 were recel ftd. A g\18Y"d was ~•,:! r,.ltly 

established at all i!JIJ)ortant points. Several days later, the 

squadron defense platoons were reorganized. 

As it had since his arrival 1n September, GI attention 

remained respectfully focussed on the new Group Commanding 

Officer-- bis presence, personal! ty, policies. Nor was such 

interest unrewarded. Col Wilson continued to eat regularl7 

every second or third day at the EM Cons~lidated Wess-- on 

Thanltsginng Day, men fortunate enough to be in the vic1n1t7 

of his table received cigars. With members of bis staff, he 

led the party of 150 officers and men who attended Thanks­

giving Da:y services at St. Paul's Parish Church in Bedford, 

where Lt General Doolittle read the Thankaghing Proclamation. 

On Noftmber 15, Col Wilson &ddreased a capacity crowd 

attending the nekl7 S-2 lecture in the S-2 Briefing Room, 

reviewed the war tronta troa prepared notes_, then spoke ex­

temporaneously about t.be B-29 and 1he 20th Air Foroe. Reg­

ular patrons ot the Red Crou Ae,-oClub were startled 1he 
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evening ot November l when they saw Col Wilson and Lt Col 

Riordan play taat ping-pong matches aga1nat the beat talent 

in the club; were not only startled but impressed next morn­

ing when they learned that the CO was leading the lat Air 

Divialon through the flak over Merseburg. 

The tr~nd toward chang,, revision and improvement set 

up in October continued through November. Col Wilson kept 

up his unannounced visits to unexpected places on the field, 

a tact that undoubtedly contributed toward much impromptu 

cleaning and painting. Fences appeared in various sites. 

Squadron orderly roou and bulletin boards became nattier; 

some were repainted entirely. Stretches or roadway througb­

out the base were tilled and paved; notably i n tront or Head­

quarters Building. 

The moat extensive part or the "brighten-up• program wu 

the redecoration during NoYember ot the Enlisted Combat Meas 

and the Junior OtUcer 'a Club. Inspired by Col Wilson' a d.11-

aatia taction with a color scheme wnich at best could only be 

•alled drably conventional, the new dea1gn and de corations 

were planned and directed by Sgt Sebastian T. Pugl1a1, Tele­

type section head, who had had some experience as an amateur 

decor.ator. With a view toward proT1d1ng warm backgrounds in 

S £1CRET 
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a land not especially noted tor warmth, Sgt Pugli•i chose 

a variable or Venetian Red and Terr& Cotta Brown tor the walls 

or the Combat Me••• contrasted with a Sunshine Yellow ceiling. 

The combination provided an excellent background tor some ot 

S/Sgt Rex Brasher' s humorous murals, done in varied hues or 

tempera. (See PHOTO SUPPLEMENT. ) l'antas1 was the keynote 

in the combination given the Junior orncer'e Club, with a 

Rose Pink on the celling, neutralized bJ Ro,al Blue walls. 

New lighting s7stema designed to lend softness and at110sphere 

to the room were installed, and new accessories and appliance• 

rounded out the plan. (See PHOTO SUPPLEMENT.) 

A program to instill new lite into the Ott1cer 1a Club 

wae inaugurated on November 14 with 1he election or MaJor 

Albert L. Cox, Jr, CO or the 329th Squadron as President, and 

W.Jor Erneet c. Hardin, Jr, CO ot the J26th Squadron, al 

Vice President. The Board or Governors elected at the 1&11e 

meeting included MaJor John A. Doughtie, Capt Ignacio Blde­

ganeta, Capt Worthey c. Boden, Capt Cletus T. Iearne7, let 

Lt JamH r. Gorman, l•t Lt Martin R. Hertz and 2nd Lt Oscar 

D. lh1 tten. 

The revision ot tbe 11ess hall personnel 1n OOtober re­

aul ted 1n such an evident improvement 1n the tood 1n the Ell 
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Conso 11da ted Wess that on November 22 , S/Sgt Harry J. Richard 

of the 407th Squadron, Meas Sergeant, reoeind a commendation 

signed by all the First Sergeants on the field, representing 

the Special Services Enlisted Men 1 a Council, exPressing the 

satisfaction ot the men. To this commendation, Col Wilson and 

Lt Col William H. Heleon, CO ot the 407th Squadron, added 

1ndorse•nta. Three dilys later, the C~nsolldated I.less table• 

appeared in a new drees-- diaoarded dinghy covers, which served 

their novel purpose admirably. A day later, a 1 OUd speaker 

hook-up provided music in the meas hall. 

During November, Cllaplain Henry M. Ware praPared a paper 

on •The Contribution the Chri t1an Race Wust Make to the Race 

Problem, 11 presenting it to the regular monthly 1!18etillf ot lat 

Division Protestant Chaplains. Thie meeting, the fourth, 

proved stimulating and enjoyable t.o all concerned. ChaPlain 

Lewis c. Uilgrom ot lat Division conducted two services during 

the month tor Jewish personnel on the base. Through the inter­

est and cooperation or the co, Line ChaPela were 1netalled 

in the T-8 building, used by Catholic and Protestant combat 

personnel. (See PHOTO SUPPLEMENT.) 

Pvt Jerry E. ZavatiJian or the 407th Squadron, wbo had 

sustained inJuriee as the result or an accident October 31, 

-20-
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died on November 2. Returning from a pa&• to visit triende 

in st. Albans, Pvt zavatiJi&11 ~ccepted a ride with the driver 

or a British lorry. Forced ott tbe road, tbe lorry struck an 

historic cottage at Elstow, Bedfordshire. The cottage, a tiny 

dwelling tluah on the road, had been tbe home ot John Bunyan 

from 1649 to 1665, and •a•• a landmark tor pilgrims !rom all 

over the world. Pn ZavatiJian's death wae ruled to be in­

curred in line ot duty. 

On November 27, Capt Ray H. Moneymaker, P/W Officer and 

- S-2 personnel concerned, were collllll8nded by A,.-2 Section, lat 

Div1e1on, tor the excellent record ot evasion and escape by 

members ot the 92nd Group; with 1:53 returned out ot 1330 

MIA, the 92nd Group had tbe highest percentage in the ETO. 

The commendation further mentioned that second plaoe was 

hel~ by tbe 384th Group, where Capt Moneymaker had previously 

been P/W Ott1cer. To this commendation, Col Wilson added hia 

1ndoraement. 

'Fame's Favored h•• waa selected a• a deacr1pt1ve title 

tor tlle 92nd Group 1n a contest held late 1n the month. The 

prize-w1M1ng name, aubmltted by lat Lt John•• Marple, .laa't 

S-2 Ott1cer ot tbe 326th Squadron, waa ad.Judged the beat ot 

more than 250 naaea auggested. spot polla ot 560 voters 1n 

-21-
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the meas halls, at an AeroClub dance and at an interrogation, 

determined the winner. The polls were conducted under the 

auperv1a1on or Capt Albert o. Sm1 th, 327th Squadron S-2 Otticer. 

Various morale-building signboards were placed at strat­

e,g1c points throughout the base during the latter vart or the 

month, w1 th one larger sign placed at the !i!P gate at the ent­

rance to the tield. (See PHOTO SUPPLEMENT.) 

Socially, the Group enjoyed an active month, with its 

usual quota or dances and aonee. The opening ot the 327th 

Operations Ready Room, upon which work had been in progress 

tor a month, was an event ot the nights ot November 16-17. 

(see PHOTO SUPPLEMENT.) Beer and sandwiches were served to 

125 officers and men each night. lat Lt Philip L. Newsom, 

a bombardier, and S/Sgt Everett J. Wilkins, tail gunner, had 

prominent roles in the decorating ot the room. On the saae 

dates, the 326th Sqsadron held two parties, one tor enlisted 

men at H8 ngar #2, the other tor ottioers at the Junior Otticer 1s 

Wea1. (See PHOTO SUPPLEIIENT.) 

25 ott1cer1 and men and lliH Eileen Eyre ot the Red Croaa 

Aero8lub attended a concert given by the Czech Orchestra in 

Northaapton on the afternoon · ot Noft■ber 5; a USO show t1 tled 

•Take It Easy• played to 700 1n the Post Theatre on the 19th. 

-22-
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The Wednesday evening ~2 lectures on the W!U' fronts were cont-
-

1nued through the month, with · Capt Robert E. Tauscher, Capt 

Perry H. Burnham and Capt Albert o. Smith, all of 5-2, usually 

on the platform. .Augmenting these progra• were D. Cushman Coyle 

or the London branch of OWI, who spoke November 6 at the Post 

Theatre and again at the Junior Offioer'a Club, Lt Commander 

Forrest 11111&1118, USN, who appeared at the Po■t Theatre November 

7 and a retired Br1tiah Army o~1oer, H.C.M. Ste'Hnaon, who 

d1acuaaed b1a own experiences in the Burma campa.ign at the Poet 

Theatn on November 27. On November 28, Capt Herb Bau111Bten, 

Special Services Officer, began a weekly course 1n football 

coaching, emphaeid.ng the nner po1nte of plu. 

Sgte Richard F. Shaw ani John s. Sloan of the 327th Squad­

ron, Cpl Elmue L. Monroe of HQ Squadron and Cpl Abe J. Ju~on of 

the 325th Squadron - members of the once-famed undefeated Quiz 

Team- represented the 92nd Of"oup at the Anglo-A•rican Youth 

Conference at Northampton, November 25-26. (See PHOTO SUPPLE­

MENT.) The Conference, held to further cement ~lo-American 

relatione was attended by some 5O0-odd delegates. The role of 

the GI'• •a• to lead 1nd1rldual d1acuas1on group■, to anawer 

queat1one about America and, in general, to try to correct 

youtbtul 1mprea■1one formed trom the movies. 

-23-
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Bingo ror cigarettes at the Red Cross AeroClub proved 

more popular than ever before due to the cigarette shortage 

the last ten days or the month. PX receipts were down to a 

total or 2732 pounds ror the month, a drop attributable mostly 

to the cigarette and tobacco situation. Coca-Cola receipts 

were 165 pounda, oonaiderably less than totals during the 

gala montha ot the summer. The PX operated during •ovember 

with 4 girls instead ot 5;_ replacement wae not planned until 

tountain sales improved enough to warrant additional he~p. 

For the firat time since its inception, the PX sold real Ameri­

can salted crackers. A lucky tobacco shipment ottered really 

choice cigars - Bering& and Garcia Perteotoa- which the 1n1t1ates 

hurriedly snapped up. 

At month'a end, the 92nd Group's average GI could look 

baolt upon an even ttul 30 days. Quite a lot had haPpened. Even 

though the war progreesed w1 th agonizing eluwness and the bomb­

line in the S-2 otnce seemed glued rather than tacked, still 

it wu an interesting month. There wae an election in the US; 

a Thanksgiving Day dinner better than ever before; Cbristmaa 

packages were beginning to arrive. Trying to roll cigarettes 

w .. a damned nuisance but it couldn't lut. 

In the Enlia ted Men' a Bar and Lounge, the hardy still drahk 
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their beer night after night in a room made pleasanter by the 

addition or two large home-made stoves, watching the gamblers 

st the dice table and the optimists at the slot machines. 

Eye'crows were raised when, on successive nights, the same man 

hit two Jackpots. Eyebrows were raised even higher when it 

~as discovered that the winner was Cpl Walter c. Ruhl~d. Cpl 

Ruhland'& Job: organist and clerk in the Chaplain's ottice. 
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• .ell ti. 92nd bu 8IQ1le 11114 done it agata. 9oci~ I mee:n. 

tW.a ts.a. !'be7 a1W78 a1o ._t.b.iq" • n aeJ tn tm air and on tlle 

~ tbl7 aM toe peoe ror otbare to N.l.aa. That lad Part:° Md 

Ne a aaeee-. a 1-!g attCIIIB Ita ~ lJm1trt1an Md 'bee'!\ 1aclt ~ 

..-. 'l'Jd• t111e . 'I.bat 4tttS.oulv n.o ON.o::wa. ·.o. c11m.e1ng all &me 

u ---1 Sa U. 0Nlall4 0tttNN 41nlng J'OClllt with t.r. lomlge uNd 

u • 1o:ml't, 11111d tbe baa- (,-.. ~ ~ it) uoed ea n bar rmd ). 

But to gw ~ re~ apace to :.1 buf'.:'et tao. t2::c ii'ly1nr; Ottir.f'lrs 

Louage ..,.. Med tor tbb ~ ana ~e.. been l oj.ned to tt..e b · mid 

aanee f lclor 1-:, a 11Pff1al.ly omwtructed l W t't.. -sa1k OOftI-cd w1 th a 

'l'he pat"t7 bepn with tbe Ol)en1ng ~ tllD !'3 • c.t 'T : 00. Ae J;U£at 

be,r:ai t o er r iw about 8 :00. ?or the ne.rt · r t ruck ette r truck 

loe<!.ef! "dtn Loftlieo .iepoa1ted 1tu l1t'eC1ou.o c I'l'!O ~t our 4oor. At 

n1-~ns izltull.s.dn& o~tmnocaldane'be£1,ntotoe 

atock or av Tiaitore. ~ wne ell alaee, ell 8b8pea, ell eeeu. 

Chte Londllll nen1ng ac,aa cantrnat.ed with the ~ or oar zmNea. 

C-. adJeetlft bO'l TeP, ~llec! ~ ell at tbo!l, ~ were ftttrecU~ 

At 9: 30 tbs burtet OJ,ened. I ~ a sientle l'Wlb tbrouBtl tt• 

1aaa ~ eom.&>r, 1lboee a14M were ~ _, beN l!Dd tbare to lat 

la petellN ~ wocmltgtit. Too Im.CA l1llit waa•t DNev•17• 11114 --•t 
1llllll'Wd e11biff. TmN • a c1'Qll9d at ~ 1laf't'et. '7bo ~•t Cll"OWd. 

,.. ..... , loM ... OJ'llteN, ald~-----t.beN--•tlolal.e 
U.. aou« U1N1U1b ta. t 1, 11n ..-. aoSna be ..uafte4 ..._. 

eandag oat, ror 1110N c1111e1na (a aJ"Snlc1q). 
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A L19'1tenmlt b81 ._ b :>ttle of Bou:rba:t. D1•L..;~ , tniu l lookine 

et •'J'!Jne• , ueN", Oil(" =i t baoo e~ 

'.!'hlln, bef'O?'f!' JOU tnn lt, it t. all aver. "'bo lll&41c aqpecS. 

~ Orcbeetrs cnt 

rrty to V-.e ~~ 


	B0180_Part4
	gray00005

	B0180_Part5
	gray00006

	B0180_Part6
	gray00007

	B0180_Part7
	gray00008

	B0180_Part8
	gray00009

	B0180_Part9
	gray00010

	B0180_Part10
	gray00011

	B0180_Part11
	gray00012

	B0180_Part12
	gray00013

	B0180_Part13
	gray00014

	B0180_Part14
	gray00015

	B0180_Part15
	gray00016

	B0180_Part16
	gray00017

	B0180_Part17
	gray00018

	B0180_Part18
	gray00019

	B0180_Part19
	gray00020

	B0180_Part20
	gray00021

	B0180_Part21
	gray00022

	B0180_Part22
	gray00023

	B0180_Part23
	gray00024

	B0180_Part24
	gray00025

	B0180_Part25
	gray00026

	B0180_Part26
	gray00027

	B0180_Part27
	gray00028

	B0180_Part28
	gray00029

	B0180_Part29
	gray00030

	B0180_Part30
	gray00031

	B0180_Part31
	gray00032




