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HEA UARTERS 
NINETY SEOOND BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H ) AAF 

Office -or the Operations Officer 

SE APO 
l J 

E-A-2 

SUBJECT: Report on Planning and Exec ution or Operat ional 
l January 1945, ~arge t : Kae s el , Dillenburg and Ma 

TC 

Germany. 

-Co111J1B ndin Officer, 92nd Bo■bardmen t Group (H ) 
APO #557. 

1. Comment on Planning and Execution. 
a. The bomb loading for this operat ion was received fro m 

Headquarters 40th Combat W~ng by Capt. Stro..id at 0115 ho urs 31 Dec1 
ember 1945, The order called for thirty-two (32 ) B-17 's, plus four 
(4) PFF A/C to be loaded with 18 x 250 GP Bomba,each w1th 1/10 s ec­
ond nose f use and 1/140 second tal l fuse, an three (3) ~/C to be 
loaded with twenty (20) cartons of Chaff . 

b. The Fleld Order was r eceived fro m Headquarters 1st 
Bomb Div1sron by Capt. Sroud at 0115 hou rs l January 1945, Flight 
plans and details or the mission were completed, bri ef in being set 
0400 hours and take-off time 0700 hours, 

2. General Narrative. 
a. Th1rty~nine (39) A/C including four (4) PFF A/C of the 

92nd Bomb ~roup began take-off a t ~55 hours for as sembly on the 
Honeybourne Buncher at 3,000 , 4,000 and 5, 000 feet . Theee aircraft 
formed t he Lead, Low and High Squadrons or t he 40th •A• Group . Thie 
Group wa s the lat or t he lat Air :J:v1s1on . Th r ee ( 3) ;../ : of te 
92nd Bobm Group formed the High Flight or the Screening Force, 

b. The 40th •A" Group accomplished ass a~bly on t ~e s­
s1gr:e~ bun3 r.er and departed on course on time. The briefed r oute 
was flown over England crossing Contro l Pol :-!t #1 on 0 •1 se, on 
time . The Group continued on t l e b,~1e~e route to the IP where the 
Squadrons took interval for a visual bombing run . 

c . The Lead Squad~on ma~e an 1n1t1 l ~~non the Pr.1.aary 
Target, but ue t o a clo11d. st_ 1p a 35 de retj turn was executed for 
a secon run b t ti1e ta~get was still oove~ed o tbe Le ~- 1 ~ ~ 
9 ua i"'ons proce P. lie to the Se-or.d r-' Ta c;e t . O\a to a faulty P?F 
f !.x t · e two squadrons were south or course n .iis t '.)k ~,0 •d: a .Jae 
for t he secondary t a . get ~t :iot t 1nge n. ~nothe 360 degree turn w s 
:n l e f :• 1n d e _., t1f'1~c1t !- 11 p•.u-,) ,;e i:; ' "11 t : , e:--. ;> :• :. ~;:;t•' eJ. to the Pff 
Turget nt Kassel . On _the ru-st run the drift was t o o g:·eat p n 
for · the Bombardier to kill neoeaa1tat1ng a second run. The High 
Squadron was forced off its ~o~b Run oy t: ~ Le~j Squadron d con­
tinues to a Target or Opportunity. On the second the Lead S uadron 
bombed the Henschel works at Kassel Id.th good reelute at 1320 hours 
from a true altitude or 23,800 feet on a heading or 031° true . ftf­
ter bombing, the Lead Squadron returned to t he briefed polnt ot 
route and crossed the Belgium and Englleh Coast at b iefed _oin ts , 
but returned direct to base because or gas sno t e~ 
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:'. ~: :!~ ·: iJ ~t. • )i 1 ;"..i : •~ .... ~ r-.. 9l1) 'L . 
.J. i: Ka:3se l .lI ~ :ut . ·. c '.l :i ,:v ' _ • 11 J.:J . !~..: _ ; .. J . . .>.' c ,. ; •. , l 
because t he r e was a pp roximately 6/10 cloud coverage. Con tinuing 
on course, t he ni gh Squadron a target of opportunity at D1llenb r g­
vie ual l y, ~t 1332 h o urs, from 25 ,100 feet tr e on a true head i ng of 
176 degrees. Thee uadr on deviate slightly f r om cour s e dodg1ng 
other gro ups a nd returned d1rectly to base from Clacton. 

e. The Low Squa dron made an 1nd1V1dual run en t he Pr1 ~­
s. ry 'I'arget,-ue1ng PFF and vis ual methods. The actua l dro p was bl1nd 
at 1222½ hours , from 24,100 feet true on a heading of 151° true. 
t he strikes were unobserved but believed to be fair. After bo mb ing 
the Low Squadron performed a 36 0 degree t urn waiting ror the Lead 
and Hi gh Sq11adrons, but failed to rally. In the ares of 51o55 1N -
11°05 1 Ethe eased and doglegged in another uneuee4eef ul att emp t t o 
rally and they Joined t he brtefed ro ute and withdrew t o base. 

f. There were seven (7) t9.rge t e of oppo~tunity du e t o 
rack malfunction. One (1) A/C f r om t he main force landed nea r Brus ­
sels ct•Je to gas shortage. 

!· For informa tion concerning t he Screeni ng Forde , re ­
f erenc le made t o t he 305th Bomb Group Nar rative. 

3. A/ C Falling to att*ck. 
a. A/ C # 43- 37559 1n the main for:nat1on fai l ed t o at­

tack due to-Mechanical Failure. 
b. 

4. Ve Lost. 
a. A/ C 42-38279 in t he Screening Force received ba t tle 

da mage rrom-E/ h and was forced to land 1n Belgium. 
b. A/C 43-38932 due to E/ A was se en t o blow up at 530 

2 0 'n - 1003~'E . Thi s i nto rma t ton came f r om one aircraft. 
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