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fil. , U.\itT..J<..> 
IllETY Sr.COtiD !:V..Bnill>J.:.r • .'T ·e,UP ( H) ..J 

Offi ce of t he Ope ra i ons Lf f i cer 

;/557 
11 J anu ry 194 5 

SUBJt.CT: lteport on arming and l!<Xecution of Operational i!_issi n , 10 J ariuary 
1945 , Target: Gymni ch , Gennany . 

Commanding Officer, 9 nd Booibar:aruent r oup ( H) MF, lf557 , 

l. Comment oo Pl anning and l:.xecution , 
£• The bomb loading fo r thi s oper at · on was r eceived f r om Headquarters 

40th Combat •in~ bv apt , Hert z at 2300 hours , 9 J anuary 1945 . The order called 
fo r thirty-two {32) B-l?'s ylus thr ee ( 3) spares and t hree (3 ) PF plus one (1 ) 
Gee-H airc r aft t o be l oaded wi th 38 X 100 G? bocbs, each with no nos e .r.nd 1/ 40 
second t a il fuse. 

~. The fie l d order was r eceived from Headquarter s, 1s t ,Ur Di vision 
by Capt. Hertz a t 2357 hours , 9 January 1945 , Fl i ght pl ans and de t ail s of the 
mission were competed, br i~fing being s et f or 0545 hours and take- off time 0845 
hours. 

2. General Narrative, 
A• Thirty-nine (39) air c r Gf t including t hree (3 ) PFF, three (3 ) spares 

of t he 92nd Bomb Group and one (1 ) Gee-H A/C of t he 384th Bomb Group be gan take­
o ff at 0845 hours fo r ass embly on t he Hone:,bourne BU!lche r at 14, 000, 15, 000 and 
16 , 000 feet, These air craf t formed t he Lead, Low and Hi gh iquadrons o f t.he 40th 
"C" Group. This Gr oup was t he 6t h o f the 1st Air Division, 

~- The group accOlllplished assembly on the Honeybourne Bunc her, eaving 
their point on course, on time. The e r oup followed t he briefed course over 
Frtg l and except f or the l aat l eg which wu flown slighUy North of courae to male• 
up some time. Cont r ol Point Ill was crossed on course on time. From this point 
the Group proceeded to the IP, At t he I P the cloud cover wu 10/10 ana Lhe de­
c ision wu made to bomb using the GH Technique, The CJi A/C fly ing in :¥3 position 
took over tbe lead and sta:-ted his GH r un . On t he boabing run the target was 
declared vuual in the area of Bonn , The High Squadron made a J60 degree turn 
t o take interval and the Lead and Low quadrons proceeded to the target, Shortly 
a fter this the leader of t he Lead Squadron was knocked out of fonution by nak 
and befo re the Deputy Leader coul t ake ove r it wu too late to bomb. The Lead 
t hen•• a J60 degree t urn and established an I P at ,00 32 1N and 06° 50 ' 6 . 
Due to the heavy snow cover, the target was identified too l ate and another J60 
degree turn had to be made, On this run t hey were a ble to baab. The boaba were 
dropped f rom a true altitude of 22,900 feet on a ■ac heading of 60 degrees at 
1342 hours, 

.£• The I.ow Squadron stayed with the lead Squadron through t he first 
360 degree turn. n the second bomb run, the Coc&and Pilot in the lead ship wu 
woundea and they left the forma tion, The Deput,- Leader took over and t hey 
attacked a target o f opportunity near Duren visually at 1340 hours on a mag 
heaa ing o f 'Z/0 degree•, altitude 21,300 feet true. On returning to t he briefed 
course it w..a ove rshot ana later r ejoined near Bruasela. The Bel gita Coast wu 
crossed South of course due t o interference traa proceeding groups. The English 
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Coast at the briefed point and proceede d direc t y to b...se, 
) . i./C not att~cking: C 44- 8)29 - The 64 engine failed and the 

supercharger on #3 went out, Returne d to ba.se after J ettisoning bombs. Not Sortie. 
4, A/C Lost: ii( ff44- 845 - ost two engine• on the first run over the 

target.. Hu not been heard f r om at. this ti.me, 
A/ //42- 10.l} 6 - This A(;; was la.st seen in a gradual dive 

in the target area, 
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