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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY SECOND BOMBARDMENT GRCUP (H) AAF
Office of the Operations Officer

S E C h -y APO #1557
ez ¥ 22 January 1945

SUBJECT: Report on Planning and Execution of Operational Mission,
21 January 1945, Target: Ascheffenburg and Pforgheim,
Germany .

Commanding Officer, 92nd Bombardment Group (H) AAF
APQ #557.

1, Comment on Planning and Execution.

a. The bomb loading for this operation was received from
Headquarters 40th Combat Wi by Capt. Stroud at 0130 hours, 21
January 1945. The order called for thirty-three (33) B-17's, plus
three (2) spares, two (2) PFF and one (1) GH-PFF A/C to be doaded

with 10 x 100 GP Bombs, each with 1/10 gecond nose fuse and 1/40
second talil fuse, and 2 x M-17 type I.B. bombs.

b. The Field Order was received from Headquarters, lst
Bomb DivisIon by Capt. Stroud at 0150 hours, 21 January 1945.
Flight plans and deatils of the mission were completed, briefing
being set for 0430 hours and take-off time for 0720 hours.

2. General Narrative.

a. Thirty-ntne (39) aircraft including three (3) PFF,
one (1) GH=PFF A/C and three (3) spares of the 92nd Bomb Group be-
gan take-off at 0720 hours for assembly on the Honeybourne Buncher
at 12,000, 13,000 and 14,000 feet. These Aircraft formed the Lead,
Low and High Squadrons of the 40th "B* Group. This Group was the
second of the lst Air Division.

b. The Group accomplished assembly on the assigned bun-
cher and departed on course, two minutes late. The Group flew west
of course to avoid high cloudes and rejoined the briefed route at
Guilford. The Group departed the English Coast at Hastings at
which point the High Squadron became eeparated from the Group be-
cause of weather. The Lead and Low Squadrons were forced south of
course entering the French Cosst at Le Treport. The Group sircled
the towering clouds and returned to the DPriefed foute at 48°10'N -
06910'E from which point they continued as briefed to the I.P.
Having received information from the Weather Scout A/C that the Tar-
get was covered by 10/10 clouds the Group executed a Gee-H Bomb Run
and bombed the Secondary Target using Gee-H Technique. Bombs were
away at 1157 hours, from 22,100 feet true, on a heading of 003°.
The Low Squadron released in formation with the Lead Squadron. Re-
sults were unobserved.

¢. The Route on withdrawal was flown as briefed to 50°
12'N - 03°56'E where the Group was forced North of course because
of weather. The Belgium Coast was crossed at 51932'N - 03928'E
and the Group returned to Base in accordance with 1BD Sop #19.

B A
ale

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

b 3 'Y L WS

d. The High Squadron, having been seperated from the
Group at the English Coast, flew south of course and entered the
French Coast at 50°29'N - 01935'E. Continuing southeast to 50
O3'N - O01953'E at which point the Squadron turned Northeast and in-
tercepted the briefed course at 50°10'N - 02°40'E, The Squadron
was unable to reassamble with the Lead and Low Squadrons, thersfore
they flew in traill of anotiier Group, In the vicinity of the Last
Resort Target, tiie Squadron Leader received a message from the
Weatner 3cout that tiae Prinary Target was coadlately covered by
clouds. The PFF equipment in the Lezad A/C was inoperative so the
Leader planned to drop in the sighting of the preceeding Group.
Upon passing the Last Resort Target 1t was found to be open, there-
fore the Squadron establishsd as I.P. at 49°03'N - 092 15'E and
bombed a Marshalling Yard at Pforzheim, Germany, visually. Bombs
were away at 1153 hours, at 21,800 feet true, on a true heading of
2589, Photos show hits on tie WPI. The Squadron withdrew as brief-~
ed to Clacton anl return2d direct to Base.

e. Two Spares A/C attacked with the 306th Bomb Group
sand the 303rd Bomb Group.

3. Alrcraft not attacking.

&. None

4. Alrcraft Lost
A. A/C #42-107071 took off late and falled to assemble
with the Group. Tais A/C is unreported.
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