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HEAD(..U .TE ,. 
u,;:sTY SE OJI: 30 :3rt-tJ E ~ f .r..GC::- H ; ~ 

Office ot the Oper~tions Officer 

APO #557 

E-A-2 

EC 29 January 1945 

SUBJECT: RePort on Plann1ng and Execution Of Operat1onal Missions, 
28 January 1945, Target: Cologne, Germ.i.ny. 

TO Commanding Officer, 92nd Bombardment Group (H) AAF, 
APO /155?, 

1. _Comment on Planning and Execution. 
a. The bomb loading for this operation was received ~rom 

Headquarters 40th Combat Wing by Capt. Worth at 1100 hours 28 Jan­
uary 1945. The order called for thirty-three(33) B-l?'s plus three 
(3) Spares and one GH-PFF plus two (2) PFF aircraft to be loaded 
with 10 x 500 OP Bombs, each with 1/10 second nose ruse andll/40 
second tail ruse. 

b. The Field Order was received from Headqu~rters 1st 
Bomb Di vision by Capt. ·Noi:th at 2400 hours, 27 January 1945. Flight 
plans and details or the mission were completed, briefing being set 
for 0530 hours and take-pff time 0815 hours. 

2. General Narrative. 
a. Thirty- three (33) B-l?'s plus two (2) PFF and three 

(3) spares or the 92ad Bomb Group, plus one (1) GH-PFF A/A from 
the 379th Bomb Group, began take-off at 0815 hours for assembly on 
the Honeybourne Buncher at 16,000, 17,000, and 15,000 feet. These 
aircraft t'Ol"raeu the Lead, Loit and High Squadrons or the 40th •a• 
Group. Thia Group was the 2nd or the lat Air Division. 

b. Assembly was completed over the bunoher and the Group 
depa,ted on time, on course. The Group flew the briefed course 
over England: control point #1 was crossed on couree, on time. The 
briefed IP for the Primary Target waa made good and the Group Pro­
ceeded to execute a O.e•H bomb run. Bomb bay doors were opened 
after it was determined that the bomb line waa crossed. Due to a 
malfunction ib the Group Deputy A/C two (2) amolte bombs tell out 
when the bomb bay doors were opened and the entire lo• auadron and 
two (2) /C of the Lead Squadron dropped on th••• markera. The 
rest or the Group bombed on the Oee-H a1ght1ng or the Lead A/C, 
bombing the Primary Target at 1148 houra, from 23,700 feet true 
altitude, on a true heading of 105 degreea. 

c. The Group withdrew aa briefed, returning to baae 
early due-to a wind shift. 

3- A/C tailing to attack. 
a. A/C #43-102495 - Th1a A/C was hit by flak before the 

target mai1ng ~~e electrical relea s e system 1noper t ive. 
b . n/C 11 44-8436 - Nwaber three oil preuu.re dropped to 

r.ero. A quant1 ty or bear1n& part1•lea were found on cuno atra1ner 
1ndicat1ng bearing failure. 
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c. A/C # 43-38468 - The /fc, prop governor was set too 

low to prevent propeller from runnung away at altitude. 
d. A/C ;; 43-38520 - The #3 prop •an away because toe re­

duction gear syste:u 1n the nose s eu tton sl l:la:•1:li a,.i r 1le<l . 
NOTE: #1 & #4 above were overhauled eng1nes with less 

than 16 hours"1Ty1ng time s1nce overhauled. 

4. A/C lost. 
a. 42-9?141 - landed on continent due to flak damage. 

6rew r eported sat'e. 
b. 43-37784 - landed on cont1nent due to flak damage. 

Crew reported safe. 
c. 42-32054 - A/C was observed to rece1ve s everal di!'-

ect hits from flak. Thie A/C and crew 1e ~nreported. ~- 42-31536 - This A/C and crew ls unreported. 
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